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Ariel Magnus
Ariel Magnus, born in Buenos Aires in 1975, is a novelist, translator and journalist. From
1999 to 2005 he lived in Germany where he studied Spanish Literature and Philosophy as
a scholar of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. For five years he worked as a teacher at the Humboldt-University in Berlin. Magnus wrote for different newspapers and magazines in Latin
America and worked as a translator from German into Spanish. Among the authors he has
translated are Heinrich von Kleist, Franz Kafka, Hermann Hesse, Peter Handke, Walter
Benjamin and Gertrude Stein. In 2007, Magnus won the International Literary Award
›La otra Orilla‹ and was awarded the Juan de Castellanos short novel prize.
Publishers

new

Brazil: Moinhos

Netherlands: ongoing auction

Italy: Guanda

Croatia: Fraktura

Germany: Kiepenheuer&Witsch

Spain (World Spanish): Seix Barral

France: ongoing auction

Iraq (World Arab): Dar AlMada

An unsettling novel about one of the major nazi criminals
Buenos Aires, July 1952: Ricardo Klement is welcoming his wife Vera and their three sons
to Buenos Aires two days after Evita Perón’s death. The city is convulsed with outpourings of grief and love. Klement’s real name is Adolf Eichmann, the man responsible for
organizing the mass deportation of millions of Europe’s Jews during the Second World
War. He himself was able to flee Europe in 1950. At the time he arrives in Buenos Aires,
there already exists a diverse and active community of German expats that includes both
high-ranking former Nazis and many German Jews. They go to the same restaurants and
bakeries. While some of them know they’re finally safe; others are already planning the

El desafortunado

Fourth Reich. Among them Eichmann lived until he was discovered, caught by the Mossad

(The Unfortunate

and brought to trial in Jerusalem. The world could not understand how the »architect of

One)

the Holocaust« had been able to live for a decade without being found out. How was it

Literary Fiction

possible that this man had been able to disappear after the war and live in peace and quiet

267 pp

in South America?
Ariel Magnus’ Jewish family also belonged to this two-faced German community in Bu-

To be published
in May 2020

enos Aires. In this brilliant, clearsighted and unsettling novel, Magnus tells the story of
Adolf Eichmann’s mundane, utterly conventional life in Argentina. The novel paints a portrait of a failed existence, of somebody who is trying to save his memories, a notorious liar
who simply pretends the millions of people whose deaths he orchestrated never existed and
who is incapable of feeling even the tiniest bit of guilt or compassion. A harrowing reconstruction of a monstrously clinical historical figure and a panorama of Argentina in the 1950s.
English booklet including sample available

»Ariel Magnus has managed through pure fiction to bring to life a character as complex
as revolting in a time and place where victims and executioners were trying to leave the
epicentre of horror behind.« Elena Ramírez, Publisher, Seix Barral
Published and forthcoming books (Selection): La abuela (2006) • Un chino en bicicleta (2007, 2014) • Muñecas (2008) • Cartas a mi vecina
de arriba (2009) • Doble crimen (2010) • La 31 (2012) • El que mueve las piezas (2017) • El desafortunado (2020)
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Iris Wolff

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA
Iris Wolff, born in 1977 in Hermannstadt, Transylvania, studied German language and literature, religious studies, graphics and painting. For many years she worked at the German
Literature Archive in Marbach. She received several awards for her literary work including
the Ernst-Habermann-Prize, the ALPHA-Literature-Prize, the Otto-Stoessl-Prize, the
Thaddäus-Troll-Prize and the Marie-Luise-Fleißer-Prize. She was nominated for the highly regarded Alfred-Döblin-Prize and received Scholarships of the Art Foundation BadenWürttemberg, the state of Baden-Württemberg and the Künstlerhaus Edenkoben. Wolff is a
member of the international exile PEN. She lives in Freiburg, in the south west of Germany.

© Annette Hauschild / Ostkreuz

Publishers
Germany: Klett-Cotta, Otto Müller

»What is particularly striking about this author's books is their unique,
extremely precise and at the same time poetically sparkling beauty.« tagesspiegel

new

Against the background of the collapse of the Eastern bloc, this
kaleidoscopic novel highlights a finely woven net of family members
bound together by love, nostalgia and idealism.
A family of four generations and hundred years of history of the Banat region in Eastern
Europe: Their ties are so closely knit, they do not tear, even across borders. And if »family« means the people who are closest to us, this might also include the gay couple who lives
hundreds of kilometres away in a different country, with a different political system; and it
might also include the neighbours who help harvesting the quinces and pears.

Die Unschärfe der
Welt
(The Blurriness of
the World)
Literary Fiction
approx. 200 pp

To be published
in August 2020

Would Florentine and Hannes have opened their door for the two young travellers even
if they had guessed what role the visit from the GDR would play for their family? Would
Samuel have given his best friend his full support in leaving his home country even if he
had understood the extent of his decision?
Against the historical background of the Romanian Revolution and the Fall of Ceausescu,
the protagonists of this captivatingly poetic novel keep converging incessantly, always
linked to each other despite strokes of fate and geographical distances. The story forms
concentric circles that approach the main character Samuel, while the very centre remains
a blank space, since Samuel is the only character in this multi-perspective and polyphonic
novel who doesn’t have a voice of his own.
›The Blurriness of the World‹ is a novel about how loss and new beginnings are linked, about
friendship and what we are willing to give up for the happiness of another, about the beauty
of a life close to nature and close to the people we share it with, but also about the burden
that comes with it. And not to forget it is a novel about dreaming cows and the colours of
sadness. Artistically and with great precision, Iris Wolff explores the possibilities and limits
of language and memory—and tells about who we are, seen through the eyes of the others.
English sample available

For Italian rights please get in touch with Barbara Griffini: griffini@bgagency.it
Published and forthcoming books: Halber Stein (2012) • Leuchtende Schatten (2015) • So tun, als ob es regnet (2017) • Die Unschärfe
der Welt (2020)
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Titus Müller
Titus Müller was born in Leipzig in 1977. He studied German Literature, Medieval History and Communication Science. From publishing his first novel at the age of 22, Müller
has made an extraordinary career in German publishing, with numerous historical novels,
best- and longsellers, and an overall print run of half a million copies in Germany. Titus
Müller is member of the PEN-club, he was awarded the C.S.-Lewis-Prize and the SirWalter-Scott-Prize. In 2012, he was nominated Germany’s best writer of historical novels.
Müller lives with his family in a small town in north-western Germany.

© Sandra Frick

b e s t An overall German print run of half a million copies
r
selle
Publisher
Germany: Blessing

»An astonishing author!« Hessicher Rundfunk
›Babylon Berlin‹ meets ›Catch Me If You Can‹

new

An ingenious con artist claims to produce gold and a come-what-may
fighter against the Nazi system becomes enemy of the state. A gripping novel, based on a true political conspiracy, against the background of an incredible Nazi coup in the 1920s in Germany.
Dashing, self-confident, charming—this is how Franz Tausend conquered the world in
1924. He claims to be able to mysteriously produce gold in large quantities. The upcoming
National Socialist party sees a chance to use this gold to finance the secret rearmament of
Germany. And other people invest large sums of money, too. Inspector Heinrich Ahrndt
shall make sure that Elisabeth Loibl, who claims to have been cheated out of her money,

Die goldenen Jahre

keeps quiet. But he is too conscientious to continue playing this mendacious game in the

des Franz Tausend.

long run—also, he is far too impressed by her… After messing this job up, Ahrndt gets one

(The Golden Years

last chance to redeem himself. He is transferred to Berlin to join the Political Police. He is

of Franz Tausend.)

assigned with the task of shadowing the journalist and pacifist Carl von Ossietzky, whose

1920s Historical

influence, as the editor of »Weltbühne«, poses a threat to the rising nazis. The more he

Novel

learns about him, the greater his respect for Ossietzky becomes. When he eavesdrops on the

360 pp

conversation between Ossietzky and an informant who wants to reveal the illegal training
of German pilots in Russia for bomber squadrons Arndt decides not to intervene. Slowly
Ahrndt begins to change sides. Meanwhile, German author Thomas Mann fights his way up
to the zenith of his success. He receives the Nobel Prize for Literature. A huge admirer of
Ossietzky’s courage, he finally takes a public stand against the Nazis in a speech in Berlin.
He has maneuvered himself into a dangerous position. While the political climate in Germany becomes rougher, Thomas Mann is struggling for integrity, Ossietzky for freedom
and Tausend tries to prevent the meticulously constructed house of cards from falling apart.
Inspector Ahrndt is on the trail of a dangerous political conspiracy. While trying to put the
puzzle pieces together, he doesn't notice that he himself is caught in a dark cat and mouse play.
English booklet including samples and information available

Selection of published books: Der Kalligraph des Bischofs (2002) • Nachtauge (2013) • Berlin Feuerland (2015) • Der Tag X (2017) • Die
goldenen Jahre des Franz Tausend (2020)
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Nava Ebrahimi
Nava Ebrahimi was born in Teheran in 1978. She studied Journalism and Economics in
Cologne. She worked as an editor for The Financial Times Germany and as a Middle East
consultant for the ›German Office for Foreign Trade‹. In 2007, she reached the finals at
the Berlin Open Mike, Germany‘s most important young author‘s competition. She participated in the 2013 class at Bavaria‘s Writing Academy. In 2017, she was shortlisted for
the Klaus Michael Kühne Prize. In 2018, she was invited to the Festival Neue Literatur
in New York. Ebrahimi works as a scriptwriter and lives with her family in Graz, Austria.

Winner of the Austrian Book Prize 2017 for best debut
Publishers

new

Egypt (Arab World):

Germany: btb Random House

Egyptian Cultural Assembly

Italy: Keller

»Salam, this is Ali-Reza writing. I knew your mother well and I have
a letter to give to you. It is important. For you at least as much as for
me.«
Ali Najjar thinks he has left his past far behind. He has long since arrived in Germany,
working very successfully as a product designer. Iran, Tehran, his family are a foreign
world to him. Then the message of an unknown man reaches him. And everything he has
held on to so far is shaken.
A poetic journey into a foreign country and an unfamiliar past, rich in imagery.

Das Paradies meines
Nachbarn
(My Neighbor’s
Paradise)
Literary Fiction
224 pp

One of the most exciting voices in German literature.
Multi-award-winning author.
A beautiful novel about the strangeness within ourselves and
the responsibility we have for others.

»Words like keys to hidden doors to one's own identity ... A humorous
and self-confident comparison of two colliding worlds.« Brigitte
»In her intelligent and poetic debut novel Nava Ebrahimi tells the story of a
young woman with two identities.« Frankfurter Rundschau on ›Sixteen Words‹

Published books: Sechzehn Wörter (2017) • Das Paradies meines Nachbarn (2020)
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José Adiak Montoya
José Adiak Montoya was born in Managua, Nicaragua, in 1987 and authored several novels. In 2012 he was awarded a Latin American residency by the Fondo Nacional para
la Cultura y las Artes de México. In 2015 he won the III Premio Centroamericano
Carátula de Cuento and was awarded a literary residency at the MEET in France. In
2016, the Guadalajara International Book Fair featured him in its Ochenteros program, a
selection of twenty authors born in the eighties who rank among the new voices of Latin
American literature.

Publishers
Spain (World Rights): Seix Barral, Páginas de Espuma

»This is the story of a sculptress and her family who emigrate from Denmark to a country
lost in the tropics and turn the failure of their exodus into a domestic struggle for
happiness. A story that when finished leaves a patina of nostalgia when only the heroes
of yesteryear remain on their forgotten pedestal.« Sergio Ramírez

»You can see the artisan hand of the storyteller, as well as the observant ambition of the novelist. There's plenty of talent to be found here.« Andrés Neuman
new

»José Adiak Montoya is one of the most fascinating storytellers that
Central America has produced in recent years—and he has to be
read!« Gioconda Belli
While a generation of dictators remains in power and armed conflicts become the national
hallmark, one of Nicaragua's most important visual artists is increasing her presence inside
and outside the country. As the eldest daughter of a Danish family who settled in the host
country in the 1920s, Edith Gron built up a wonderful existence using only a chisel. She
took whatever material she had in front of her and shaped it into something resembling a
real life, firm and with a solid foundation. She knew how to assimilate the whole Central

Aunque nada perdure

American identity and contributed her passion on a series of busts and sculptures that

(Even though

crossed borders once thought impassable.

nothing lasts)

Moving and rich in imagery, ›Even though nothing lasts‹ is the story of an exodus that see-

Literary Fiction

med almost impossible: from the frozen sea of Northern Europe to the American tropics,

208 pp

Edith's entire existence is to be a struggle for survival. As a metaphor for earthquakes, she
and her family will find the means to recover after landslides, accidents and disease, in a
country in the midst of upheaval and in search of its identity. José Adiak Montoya ties
together the dreams of a nation with those of an artist of universal transcendence.

»Like Dickens, like Elsa Morante, like García Márquez, José Adiak Montoya seems destined to build a work of art whose greatest beauty is not strictly literary.« Leopoldo Brizuela
Published books: El sótano del ángel (2013) • Un rojo aullido en el bosque (2016) • Lennon bajo el sol (2017) • Aunque nada perdure (2020)
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César Aira
César Aira was born in Coronel Pringles, Argentina, in 1949. He is one of the most important
authors in contemporary Latin American literature. Aira has published more than 120 books:
novels, short stories, essays and plays. In 1996 he received a Guggenheim scholarship, in 2002
he was shortlisted for the Rómulo Gallegos prize, in 2015 he was shortlisted for the Man Booker International Prize. In 2016 he has been Guest of Honour at the International Literary
Festival Berlin and he was awarded the Premio Iberoamericano de Narrativa Manuel Rojas.
Aira’s literature is known to be something of absolute nouveauté, of constant innovation and
inspiration.
Publishers

new

Argentina: La Bestia

Finland: Siltala

Macedonia: TRI

Slovenia: Beletrina

Equilátera, Emecé,

Germany:

Mexico: Era Ediciones

Spain (World): Penguin

Viterbo

Matthes&Seitz

Netherlands:

Sweden: Tranan

Brazil: Rocco

Greece: Kastaniotis,

Koppernik

Taiwan: Peripato, Ecus

Bulgaria: Agata-A, List

Angelus Novus

Norway: Gyldendal

Turkey: Can

China: Zheijang

Hungary: Magvetö

Poland: Ossolineum

UK/ANZ:

Columbia: Brevedad

Israel: Tesha Neshamot

Portugal: Bazarov

And Other Stories

Croatia: Fraktura

Italy: Sur, Fazi

Romania: Polirom

US/Canada:

Egypt: Dar al Adab

Japan: Shinchosha

Serbia: Agora,

New Directions, David

France: Bourgois

Lithuania: Rara

Ultimatum

Zwirner, Penguin

»If there is one contemporary writer who defies classification, it is
César Aira. He is eccentric, but he is also one of the three or four best
writers working in Spanish today.« Roberto Bolaño
Despite being sixty-seven years old, Fabius Exelsus Fulgentius remains one of the most
prestigious generals in the Roman Empire, yet there is an artistic drive within him that has
cast a shadow over his military career. At the age of thirteen he wrote an »autobiographical
tragedy« that broke the rules of the genre by starring Fulgentius himself, and now, when he
is in Vindobona (ancient Vienna) appeasing the territory with a lance, he has decided to put
it on stage. This will be the first stop of a long journey through Eastern Europe, plagued by

Fulgentius

battles with monks in the Carpathians, unbearable winters, raids on villages and love affairs,

(Fulgentius)

but also full of castings with long lines of tough warriors waiting to take the female lead,

Literary Fiction

endless rehearsals and incredible scenery made of snow during the colder months.

160 pp

César Aira turns Roman fiction upside down by writing about a megalomaniac, fickle ge-

Film rights available

neral with creative aspirations who thinks to have revolutionized theatre itself. A lucid and
ironic look at the barbarity of our past.

»I imagine that César Aira will be the first Argentinean
Nobel Prize winner.« Carlos Fuentes
»Like having a complex cinematic dream that dissipates upon awakening.« Patti Smith
Published books (Selection): La liebre (1991) • La Prueba (1992) • Varamo (2002) • Cómo me hice monja (2003) • Las curas milagrosas
del Dr. Aira (2004) • Un episodio en la vida del pintor viajero (2005) • El pequeño monje budista (2005) • La Villa (2006) • Los Fantasmas
(2011) • El Mármol (2011) • El congreso de literatura (2012) • El Testamento del Mago Tenor (2013) • El Santo (2015) • Prins (2018) •
Fulgentius (2020)
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Hiltrud Baier
Hiltrud Baier, born in 1960, in Southern Germany, later emigrated to Lapland. What Baier
particularly loves about Northern Sweden is its spectacular landscape, and the fact that
you can wander for hours without meeting another living soul. She’s not so fond of the
sub-zero temperatures and the long periods of darkness in winter. But she has developed a
good antidote: a crackling log fire, Samian music, and lots of hot tea. The author lives with
her husband in Jokkmokk in Swedish Lapland, and has two daughters.

best
r
e
sell
Publisher
Germany: S. Fischer/Krüger

Hiltrud Baier's debut novel and bestseller ›Bright Days, Bright Nights‹
is a moving book about the art of slowness and the things that really make us happy.

new

Three women, a tragic betrayal and a late, last chance for reconciliation
Hi ltrud
Baier

Tage
mit
Ida
Roman

Long white hair tied in a braid, a colourful shoulder cloth, an attentive look: When Susanne meets Ida for the first time, she immediately feels a connection to the older woman.
But what the elderly lady with the strange accent has to say will make Susanne's life a real
mess. She claims to be the sister of Susanne's mother. But her mother has never mentioned
the existence of a sister. Is Ida lying? Or did Susanne's mother withhold the truth from
her for decades? Together with Ida, Susanne begins to delve into her family history. She
embarks on a journey, at the end of which she finds something she has been looking for—

Tage mit Ida

even if it is not what she expected.

(Days with Ida)
Upmarket Women's
Fiction
320 pp

»A wonderful book about the beauty of life and about
mustering the courage to discover yourself.« Für Sie

To be published
in May 2020

Published and forthcoming books: Helle Tage, helle Nächste (2018) • Tage mit Ida (2020)
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Leif Karpe
Leif Karpe, born 1968, grew up in the Black Forest in Germany and Brazil. For more
than twenty years he has been working as a director and cameraman for documentary and
feature films with a focus on art. This has resulted among others in productions on Sandro
Botticelli, Andy Warhol, Jeff Koons, Ai Weiwei and William Turner. ›The Man who Fell
into the Paintings‹ is his first novel.
He is currently working on the second book of the series.

Publisher
Germany: Nagel und Kimche

new

The start of a crime series in the Impressionistic art scene in contemporary Paris. The first case for Peter Falcon, a man to whom the
artworks speak.
Vincent van Gogh's famous Starry Night, of all things, the key work of Impressionism,
is said to be a fake! At all costs, the Chroseby auction house must keep this rumor under
lock and key until the next auction. Who would be better for this job than Peter Falcon,
the man to whom the artworks speak?
Peter Falcon, who turned his back on the art world several years ago, is to travel to far-

Der Mann, der in die
Bilder fiel
(The Man who Fell
into the Paintings)
Crime novel
272 pp

away Paris on behalf of the New York auction house Chroseby to offer a deal to a renowned art critic. When Peter reluctantly accepts—he can't possibly say no to the money on
the table—he has no idea of the implications of this job.
Leif Karpe presents a powerful and very original art crime novel. His unusual investigator
lets us immerse in the atmosphere of contemporary Paris and leads us through the key
works of Impressionism. Intelligent and humorous entertainment!
Book trailer available

The protagonist of this crime series is the nerdy, charming New York
art connoisseur Peter Falcon who, looking at the artwork, is actually
able to enter the pictures and enter into dialogue with the artists.
»Heads up! Insider tip! To discover a title that stands out from the monotony of others. To dive
into a completely new genre. — What else can you ask for?!« Petra Kuhn
Published book: Der Mann, der in die Bilder fiel (2020)
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Sabine Lay
Sabine Lay is the pseudonym of a successful German author and director. She has worked
as a director for German television for almost twenty years. She discovered writing through
her passion for traveling—and Hawaii has become her favorite destination.

Publisher
Germany: Penguin

An atmospheric, moving novel about friendships, secrets, love and finding luck.
With a beautiful and paradisiac setting in Hawaii. For fans of Lucinda Riley.

new

     
 

Four best friends and an unexpected trip to Hawaii that changes
everything...
They were once inseparable: Izzy, Mel, Kerstin and Sarah. Now they are almost 40 and



the challenges of everyday life rarely allow them to spend time together. All the greater is
the joy when Izzy invites them to celebrate their 40th birthday together in Hawaii. Just
off the plane, the beauty and splendor of the island's flowers take the girlfriends' breath
away. Only Izzy is not there. While the three of them spend one dreamlike, sun-flooded
day after the other and feel the magic of the island slowly bringing them closer together,

Hibiskustage
(Days of Hibiscus)
Women's Fiction
416 pp

Izzy continues to make excuses. Slowly the three of them get the feeling that their friend
is scared of meeting them again. What is going on?
Soon they will find out about the real motive for them being invited here.
Readers' voices on her previous books:
»A purely pleasant read full of emotion.«
»There are certain books that you put aside with a smile on your face. This is one of them.«
»Emotional, soulful, dramatic, touching and thrilling!«
»When reading this book I was overcome with wanderlust. It's simply terrific!«

Published book: Hibiskustage (2020)
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Anja Ukpai
Anja Ukpai, born in 1971, is a social pedagogue. In 2010 she published her first children's
book. She was awarded the Leipzig Reading Compass in 2012. In 2016 she published her
first youth book ›Rabenherz‹ (›Raven's Heart‹), which was awarded the DELIA Prize
for Youth Literature. The author lives with her family in Münsterland, Germany, and
Michigan, US.

Publishers
Germany: Oetinger, Thienemann-Esslinger

»The novel is a pleasure to read with very likeable characters and a plethora of gruesome secrets.
A remarkable fantasy novel of the highly imaginative kind. The story pulls you in the moment
you open the book. With refreshing, pictorial language, the author manages to make the reader
feel like the protagonist's companion from the very first page and immerse fully in her world.«
Jury statement on ›Raven's heart‹, winner of the DELIA German Prize for Youth Literature

new

Tempus rerum imperator—Time is sovereign to everything.
As every summer, sixteen-year-old orphan Jade prepares herself to spend her boarding
school vacations with her glum Scottish kinship. Instead, a mysterious aunt shows up
unexpectedly and takes Jade to the Clockmakers Society in London, where Jade discovers
that she is a so-called Timeless, one of only few people who guard time.
The Timeless Society is located in the Clockmakers Market in London/Greenwich with
its head office in Time House – all places through which the prime meridian passes. Jade
finds out that the prime meridian is not only a time and date line, but also a magic gate. She
also learns that she belongs to the bloodline of the Princess, the heirs of the Hour Hand.

Meridian Princess.

Chronos, the self-proclaimed God of Time strives to become the ruler of time, space and

Die Clockmakers-

by that of all humanity, he only needs to acquire all the time souls, he needs Jade.

Academy

In the meantime, Jade starts to settle in the magical world of the Clockmakers Academy

(The Clockmakers-

where for the first time in her life she feels at home. In the academy, she isn’t only taught

Academy)

how to jump through time windows or how to stop time, but she also finds her first two

Teen-Urban-Fantasy

true friends, Orla and Jim. Henry, a first-year novice, behaves very curtly and nastily to-

(Age: From 12 years)

wards her. He of all people is destined to be her mentor.

approx. 400 pp

The peaceful time though is soon interrupted, and the three friends must prove that they
can stand their ground against Time Demons. A fierce battle for the past and the future

To be published
in February
2020

unfolds, because time is ticking…
A book for fans of Kerstin Gier and Cassandra Clare
English sample available

Published and forthcoming books: Rabenherz (2016) • Rabenkuss (2016) • Meridian Princess. Die Clockmakers-Academy (2020). •
Meridian Princess. Die Erben des Stundenzeigers (2020) • Meridian Princess. Die Macht der Zeit. (2021)
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Fernanda Melchor
Fernanda Melchor, born in Veracruz, Mexico, in 1982, had already published in various
anthologies and won two renowned prizes in journalism before she entered the literary
scene spectacularly with two books in 2013. Both works were received enthusiastically
by press and public. Renowned Mexican culture journal ›La Tempestad‹ hailed her as the
most significant newcomer of the year. She lives and works in Puebla, Mexico.

Winner of the German Prize for Contemporary Literature in Translation 2019
Currently nominated for the Man Booker International Prize 2020 (Longlist)
Publishers
Brazil: Mundaréu

Italy: Bompiani

Spain: Penguin Random House

Australia: Text Publishing

Lithuania: Vox Rara

Sweden: Tranan

France: Grasset

Mexico: Penguin RH

Turkey: Redingot

Germany: Wagenbach

Netherlands: Wereldbibliotheek

UK: Fitzcarraldo

Greece: Enalios

Norway: first offer pending

US: New Directions

Iceland: Partus

Poland: first offer pending

FILM: WOO

Israel: Maaboret

Portugal: first offer pending

»A nocturnal journey into the abyss of the human soul, written in the most
radical style of her generation.« Martín Solares
Somebody killed the village shaman La Conde. She was living in the small village of ›La
Matosa‹ at the Mexican Gulf Coast, where she presided over her obscure shamanic business. Involved in her murder is the drug addict Luismi, who thought La Conde and her
dark arts responsible for the death of his young lover Norma. Meddling with the whole
affair is Brando, a man pretending to be Luismi’s friend, who in reality is after Luismi’s
destruction. And then there is also the society of shamans, whose activities and goals remain opaque to everyone else.
Temporada de

As fantastical as it all might sound, Fernanda Melchor’s novel is indeed portraying the very

huracanes

reality of rural Mexico, where everyday life is still saturated with shamanic practices. It’s a

(Hurricane Season)

world in which archaic rituals and customs are mixed with pop culture. Fernanda Melchor

Literary Fiction

uses this setting to tell a timeless tale of love and hatred, transience and death.

180 pp

Melchor circles the dark heart of Mexico with her uncannily sharp eye and her distinctive
prose. Her style and fast pace evoke Gabriel García Márquez’ ›Chronicle of a Death Foretold‹ as well as Edgar Allan Poe’s dark poetics.
Full English text available

»A singular narrative voice: Reading as a sensory experience.« La Tempestad
»A high class international literary voice that makes you think of Gabriel García
Márquez’ darkest dreams.« Joachim Schnerf, Foreign Fiction Editor, Grasset
Published books: Aquí no es Miami (2013) • Falsa liebre (2013) • Temporada de huracanes (2017)
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Ulla Lenze

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA
Ulla Lenze, born in Mönchengladbach in 1973, studied Music and Philosophy in Cologne.
She has received several awards for her literary works, including the Jürgen-Ponto-Prize
for best debut, the Rolf-Dieter-Brinkmann-Förderpreis and the Ernst-Willner-Prize at
the Ingeborg Bachmann-Competition. In 2010 she was writer-in-residence in Mumbai.
In 2016 Ulla Lenze was awarded the Literaturpreis des Kulturkreises der deutschen Wirtschaft for her complete oeuvre up to date.

Publishers
Brazil: Harper Collins

France: Lattès

Netherlands: Meridiaan

Croatia: Fraktura

Germany: Klett-Cotta

Spain (World): Salamandra

Egypt: Mahrousa

Greece: Patakis

US (WER): HarperVia

Finland: Like

Italy: Marsilio

»An

extraordinary author.« Deutschlandfunk

»Ulla Lenze writes lucid prose with substance.« Uwe Timm
new

DER EMPFÄNGER

A powerful novel about history's darkest chapter, the German secret
service in New York City and the activities of Nazis in Manhattan in the
late 1930s. Based on a true story.
End of the 30s: Before the Americans entered the war, the streets of New York are in a
tumult. Anti-Semitic and racist groups are eager for the sympathy of the masses, German

ROMAN

nationalists celebrate Hitler as the man of the hour.
Josef Klein, himself an immigrant from Germany, lives relatively untouched by all this;

ULLA LENZE

his world is the multicultural streets of Harlem, where in summer there are tables on the

Der Empfänger

Lauren, Miss Doubleyoutwo, a young activist who has great sympathy for the calm Ger-

(The Radio Operator)

man. But Josef's technical abilities as a radio operator attract the attention of influential

Literary Fiction

men, and even before he can interpret the events correctly, Josef is already a little cog in

approx. 304 pp

the big wheel of the espionage network of the German defense.

sidewalk and chess is played. His great passion is the amateur radio. That is how he meets

After detention and internment on Ellis Island, Josef is deported to Germany. His fateful
path leads him to his brother Carl's family, a family father and soap merchant in Neuss,
who experienced the rise and fall of the National Socialists from an inner perspective; and
finally to South America, where Josef becomes José. But how long can you really hide
from your own past, before it catches up with you?
Ulla Lenze delivers a smart and grippy novel about the unknown history of the Germans
in the US during the Second World War. The incredible life story of the emigrant Josef
Klein, who is targeted by the world powers in New York, reveals the espionage activities
of the Nazi regime in the US and tells about political entanglements far away from home.
English booklet with sample available
Published books: Schwester und Bruder (2003) • Archanu (2008) • Der kleine Rest des Todes (2012) • Die endlose Stadt (2015) • Der
Empfänger (2020)
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Raphaela Edelbauer

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Raphaela Edelbauer was born in Vienna in 1990 and grew up in Hinterbrühl in Lower Austria. She studied Creative Writing at the University of Applied Arts in Vienna, she was awarded the first prize at the Rauriser Literaturtage 2018 and received a year-long stipend
from the German literature fund. She won the highly acclaimed audience award at the Ingeborg Bachmann competition in 2018. In 2019 she received the Theodor-Körner-Preis.

Shortlisted for the German Book Prize • Shortlisted for the Austrian Book Prize
Selected by ›New Books in German‹
Publishers
Germany: Klett-Cotta

Italy: Rizzoli

France: Éditions Globe

ANZ/UK (WER): Scribe

»›The Fluid Land‹ is an extraordinary book, with an unusual and compelling sensibility that’s
teamed with a searching and timely consideration of both Austria’s history and its present.
Amusing, imaginative, sensitive, beautifully composed, and with an important political
message. We believe it to have an excellent chance of succeeding in our markets, and attracting
prize attention, too.« Marika Webb-Pullman, Associate Publisher of Scribe Publications

A town that doesn’t want to be found. A countess who rules over the
memories of an entire community. A hole in the earth that threatens to drag its inhabitants into the depths. A dizzying, powerful and
highly original debut novel.
When her parents die in an accident, the highly talented physicist Ruth Schwarz is confronted with an almost intractable problem. Her parents’ will calls for them to be buried in
their childhood home, but for strangers, Gross-Einland remains stubbornly hidden from
view. When Ruth finally gets there, she makes an amazing discovery: beneath the town
Das flüssige Land
(The Fluid Land)
Literary Fiction
340 pp

lies a huge cavern which seems to exert a strange control over the lives of the inhabitants.
There are hidden clues about the hole everywhere, but nobody wants to talk about it. Not
even when it becomes clear that the stability of the entire town is in jeopardy. Is the silence
controlled by the powerful countess who rules the community? And what role does Ruth’s
family history play? The more questions Ruth asks, the more vehement resistance she
encounters from the residents. But she digs deeper and deeper, and soon realizes that the
key to deciphering the mysterious social structures in town lies in the history of the hole.
In the language-critical tradition of Thomas Bernhard and Elfriede Jelinek, Raphaela Edelbauer weaves village social structures into an opaque dream fabric that is frighteningly true
to life and that gets to the bottom of repressed memory. This novel is a showcase for the
gifts of an extraordinary new literary voice from Austria.
English sample available • English audio sample available

Published books: Entdecker. Eine Poetik (2018) • Das flüssige Land (2019)
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Juan Pablo Villalobos
Juan Pablo Villalobos was born in Guadalajara, Mexico, in 1973. His first novel ›Down the
Rabbit Hole‹ was shortlisted for The Guardian First Book Award. He writes for several
media publications, including Granta, Letras Libres, Gatopardo and English Pen's Blog,
and translates Brazilian literature into Spanish. He has been member of the judging panel of
the José Revueltas National Prize for Young Novelists, the International Dublin Literary
Award and the Elena Poniatowska Iberoamerican Prize. He is the winner of the Herralde
Novel Prize 2016. Villalobos lives in Spain with his wife and two children.

Publishers

new

Brazil: Companhia das Letras

Indonesia: Labirin Buku

Paralela 45

Bulgaria: Janet 45

Israel: Kinneret

Russia: Corpus

France: Buchet Chastel,

Japan: Sakuhinsha

Spain: Anagrama

Actes Sud

Netherlands: Karaat,

Turkey: Profil, Monokl

Germany: Berenberg

Van Gennep

Ukraine: Deinde

Hungary: Libri

Portugal: Ahab

UK: And Other Stories

Iceland: Angústúra

Romania: Curtea Veche,

US: Farrar, Straus & Giroux

»A deliberate, wild attack on the conventions of literature.« Adam Thirlwell
A great parable on how the political changes effect the individual. The
microcosmos of an innocent neighbourhood in Barcelona becomes the
battlefield of identity discourses. Sharp-witted and incredibly funny.
Gaston is in his mid-fifties and leads a quiet life in Barcelona since he turned his back
on his Argentine roots thirty years ago. He passionately tends a vegetable garden in his
neighbourhood, goes for a walk with his dog named ›Cat‹, has a chat with his neighbours
and ends up in the pub of his best friend Max for football, beer and nachos in the evening.
Everything could go on smoothly. But then, like a bolt from the blue, the events take a
sudden turn: First his trusty companion Cat becomes incurably ill, then his favourite bar

La invasión del

is facing closure and finally Pol, a biologist who is convinced of the existence of extra-

pueblo del espíritu

terrestrial life and fears a war of the planets, shows up. The relaxed life in the district of

(The Invasion of the

the Catalan capital is over: Migrants are attacked and threatened, locals fuel fears for the

Spirit Town)

safety of their children and the future of the community is at stake and caught in between

Literary Fiction

is Gaston, the former immigrant, who is more and more pushed to take sides in the unex-

232 pp

pected neighborhood battle.

Film rights available

With a lot of humour, a hint of sad irony and a great love for the absurd, the grande narrator Juan Pablo Villalobos returns to the bookshelves. In this amusingly grotesque novel,
Villalobos once again tells about his protagonists' life with poetic exuberance and brings
an entire city district to life with its different inhabitants, all as crazy as they are endearing.

»The novels of Villalobos are not constrained by any rules, except the logic of the absurd. But the intelligence
of the author takes precedence over the gags and slapstick, and above all over the essential meaninglessness
of life, that he challenges with literary sight that turns this novels into a valuable pieces of literature.« El País
Published and forthcoming books: Fiesta en la madriguera (2010) • Si viviéramos en un lugar normal (2012) • Te vendo un perro (2015) •
Yo tuve un sueño • No voy a pedirle a nadie que me crea (2016) • La invasión del pueblo del espíritu (2020)
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Ariana Harwicz
Ariana Harwicz, born in Buenos Aires in 1977, studied screenwriting, drama, performing
arts and comparative literature in Argentina and France. She has taught screenwriting and
written two plays. She directed the documentary ›Ceviche’s Day‹, which has been shown
at international festivals. Her first novel ›Die, My Love‹ was named Best Novel of 2012
by La Nación and shortlisted for 2018 Republic of Consciousness Prize. Harwicz is considered to be at the forefront of the so-called new Argentinian fiction. She lives with her
family in a small town near Paris.

Nominated for the Man Booker International Prize 2018
Publishers
Argentina: Paradiso,

Ecuador: Tribuna

Israel: Zikit/Tesha

Spain: Anagrama,

Mardulce

France: Seuil

Neshamot

Lengua de Trapo

Brazil: Instante

Georgia: Sulakauri

Italy: Ponte alle Grazie

Spain (Catalan): Rata

Chile: Elefante

Germany: C.H.Beck

Mexico: Dharma

Turkey: Cinar

Costa Rica: LanzaKamas

Greece: Opera

Poland: Pauza

Perú: Animal de Invierno

Croatia: Hena

Iraq: Dar AlMada

Romania: Vellant

UK: Charco Press

A disturbing glance into the human abyss, a reckoning of motherhood—told with hypnotic power
For readers of Carrère's ›L'Adversaire‹ and Schilperoord's ›Tench‹
›Degenerate‹ narrates the unfolding of a trial. It starts during an imaginary icy cold night
when placidly at home, the man next door decides to make himself a tea and to read after a
long day at work. However, he suddenly gets interrupted by the lights of the gendarmerie
cars that have come for him. Outside the neighbours gather and, as the rumour starts to
spread about the paedophile neighbour, a pitched battle breaks out. People are already
asking for his head.
Degenerado

Like Kafka’s ›The Trial‹, ›Degenerate‹ tells the story of a lawsuit. The convict’s mother is

(Degenerate)

ever absent and ever present—that is the drama of motherly love. The son is sent to prison

Literary Fiction

and can only think of his mother.

115 pp

The accused assumes the fight until the end and against everyone, because: who can be certain of being guilty of something? Who can declare themselves to be completely innocent?

Film rights available

›Degenerate‹ is the faltering reedy voice of a man being asked to be someone by society. As
a consequence, he delivers a crime, or the defence of a crime.
Full English text of ›Matate, amor‹ available • Sample of ›Degenerate‹ available

»Harwicz's novels capture your imagination.Very hard to drop or ever to forget.« Lina Meruane
»Ariana Harwicz has a fresh and daring voice, dark stirring and so attractive
literary charisma« Zeruya Shalev
»A one-of-a-kind, take-no-prisoners voice, one that has never been heard before and begs to
be heard now. This is fiction at its quintessential best.« Pierre Demarty, Seuil, France
Published and forthcoming books: Matate, amor (2012) • La débil mental (2015) • Precoz (2016) • Degenerado (2019)
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Wolf Wondratschek
Wolf Wondratschek, born 1943 in Rudolfstadt/Thüringen, studied literature and philosophy in Heidelberg, Göttingen and Frankfurt. His first book »When a Day Still Started
With a Bullet Wound« (1969) is legendary, his collections of poetry became a phenomenon and made him famous overnight. Wolf Wondratschek’s vast oeuvre comprises novels,
poetry, short stories, essays, reportage and radio plays. Today he lives in Vienna.

Publishers
Germany: Ullstein, Hanser

Netherlands: Lebowski

Turkey: Kolektif

Greece: Antipodes

Serbia: Agora

US: Farrar, Straus & Giroux

France: Seuil

Spain: Anagrama

»A literary serenade to life« Oscar von Gelderen, Lebowski
»Wondratschek's short stories are an archeology of the soul.« Die ZEIT
A portrait of the artist as an old man
A glowing, ingenious homage to music and the freedom of art
In one of Vienna’s many coffee houses, a writer meets an old Russian named Suvorin.
Suvorin used to be a famous pianist, but that was long ago. Now he is reaching the
end of his life and wants to tell his story. The writer is spellbound by the tale, because
Suvorin’s fate mirrors a will power and an energy very familiar to him. It is all or
nothing now: It is about freedom and rebellion, about beauty and decay and about the
immortality created by art. The chance meeting between these two men turns into an
Selbstbild mit
Russischem Klavier
(Self-Portrait with

encounter with the forces of fate itself.
A novel full of roaming desires and romance probing nothing less than the truth of life,
by one of Germany’s greatest contemporary writers.

Russian Piano)

English sample available

Literary Fiction

»This novel impressed me instantly as the work of a master

270 pp

working at the height of his powers.« Jeremy Davies, FSG

»To lose awareness for Wondratschek’s voice in today’s
literature would be a colossal mistake.« Patrick Süskind
»Wondratschek is a genius, pure and simple. Just read one page and see for yourself.«
Pierre Demarty, Seuil
Published books (Selection): Novels: Einer von der Straße (1991) • Kelly-Briefe (1998) • Mozarts Friseur (2002) • Mara (2003) • Das
Geschenk (2011) • Mittwoch (2013) • Selbstbild mit russischem Klavier (2018) • Stories: Früher begann der Tag mit einer Schusswunde
(1969) • Die große Beleidigung (2001) • Saint-Tropez (2008) • Poetry: Chucks Zimmer (1974) • Die Einsamkeit der Männer. Mexikanische
Sonette (1983) • Das Lied von der Liebe (2008) • For a Life without a Dentist. Raoulito-Gedichte (2015) • Reportage/Essays: Im Dickicht
der Fäuste (2005) • Die weißen Jahre (2007)
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Elke Schneefuß
Elke Schneefuß was born in 1960 in Lüneburg and studied Law and Economics. After her
studies, she wrote for different newspapers and published several women's fiction novels.
For years she has been fascinated by the exciting historical upheavals during the Weimar
Republic, especially in Berlin and the surrounding area. Schneefuß lives with her family in
Lüneburg.

Publisher
Germany: Heyne/Random House

For readers of Corinna Bomann and Carmen Korn,
for lovers of the opulent atmosphere of the Weimar
Republic as recreated in ›Babylon Berlin‹.
new

In times of turmoil and upheaval three women fight for their happiness and social self-assertion
Winter 1918: The great war has just ended and in Berlin the November Revolution already rages. In search of her childhood sweetheart Benno, Fritzi travels to Berlin to tell him
about their daughter Christel. Benno is actually in Berlin, but he came there with the uprising Red Sailors. When he encounters Vera, the young daughter of a dressmaker, he uses
this chance to flee the battles and takes shelter in her family’s disused workshop. Soon they
fall in love and start drawing up ambitious plans for the future, because if you don’t start

Die Frauen vom
Alexanderplatz
(The Women from
Alexanderplatz)
Historical Love Story
490 pp

living now, then when? Still, there’s Vera’s brother Georg, who joined the right-winged
Freikorps after his return from the war and Fritzi, who wants to win Benno back. Only
through the influence of Benno’s cousin Wolfgang Fritzi starts to realise that her relationship with Benno is over and that she has feelings for Wolfgang. But Wolfgang still has to
come to terms with the fact that his beloved Hanna, who volunteered as a nurse during the
war, discovered her feelings for her colleague Cora – a forbidden love which is as equally
important to Hanna as her dream to study medicine.
Elke Schneefuß wrote an enthralling novel about five young women and men who dare to
start a new life and new love in winterly Berlin after the Great War. An atmospheric text
with powerful dialogues which lets the reader experience a remarkable time and brings to
life these authentic characters in historic Berlin.

Forthcoming book: Die Frauen vom Alexanderplatz (2020)
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Birgit Schönthal
Birgit Schönthal grew up in West Berlin in the 1970s and joined the political resistance as
a young woman. Her novel ›The Divided Heart‹ has a very special meaning for her, as she
was separated from her first love by the wall. Birgit Schönthal studied German studies and
history and worked as a teacher before she started writing. Today she lives with her dog in
a sleepy village in the Eifel region.

Publisher
Germany: S. Fischer

A great love against the background of the most emotional
moment in German history: the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

BIRGIT
SCHÖNTHAL

Das geteilte

Herz

Longing for love and longing for freedom—a heartwarming tale of
true love in the coldest of wars, set in Berlin 1989
It is love at first sight when Barbara and Ulrich meet at a New Year's Eve party on the

ROMAN

last day of 1988 in East Berlin. A romantic and sparkling night in Ulrich's cozy little
dacha by the lake Müggelsee outside Berlin seals their connection. But their happiness is
not unspoilt: Barbara is under the surveillance of the STASI and Ulrich also seems to be
observed by someone. Then Ulrich gets the unique opportunity to travel to a congress in
the West—and doesn't come back. Barbara is so sure of her love, she can’t believe that he
Das geteilte Herz
(The Divided Heart)
20th Century
Love Story
298 pp

just abandoned her. But quickly everything speaks for the fact that Ulrich fled and never
wants to return to the GDR ...
Was Barbara so wrong about her love? Was he even perhaps a spy from the West who has
been sent to the GDR in order to retrieve information from behind the Iron curtain?
This is when she discovers that she's pregnant ...

A touching love story about the end of the GDR, the moment that changed
everything. Splendidly told German and European history - emotionally and captivating. An authentic potrait of a disappeared world.
A novel for fans of ›The last letter from your lover‹ and ›The Vow‹.

Published book: Das geteilte Herz (2019)
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Marc Elsberg
Marc Elsberg was born in 1967. He is a former creative director in advertising. His first
book, the high-concept desaster thriller ›BLACKOUT‹ became a global bestseller and
one of the most successful books of its kind in Germany. Elsberg works as a speaker and
holds lectures on the subject, notably a TEDx talk. ›BLACKOUT‹ and and the followup ›ZERO‹ were both selected ›Scientific Book of the Year‹. ›BLACKOUT‹ was named
Thriller of the Month by The Times. Marc Elsberg lives and works in Vienna, Austria.

More than

2.8 million copies sold in Germany to date

Publishers
China: Hunan Arts&Literature

Japan: Kadokawa

Taiwan: Commonwealth

Croatia: Egmont

Korea: The Story House

Turkey: Inkilap, Pegasus

Czech Republic: Omega

Poland: Foksal

Ukraine: Ridna Mova

France: Fayard, Piranha

Russia: Eksmo

UK: Transworld

Germany: Blanvalet

Serbia: Laguna

US: Sourcebooks

Greece: Enalios

Slovakia: Zelený Kocúr

FILM: Netflix

Hungary: Animus Kiadó

Slovenia: Hisa Knjig, Zalozba

»A dazzling debut« Marcel Berlins, The Times, on ›BLACKOUT‹
When fiction becomes reality, Marc Elsberg makes a bestseller out of
it! A spine-chillingly realistic thriller on an explosive topic: unleashed
capitalism.
»Stop the greed!« they cry. »More justice!« All over the world the people are in uproar.
They are demonstrating against looming austerity measures, mass unemployment and
hunger—the results of a new financial crisis that is driving banks, corporations and countries into bankruptcy. National and international conflicts are escalating. The superrich are

GIER.

best
r
selle

the only winners. At an emergency summit in Berlin, the world’s elite are searching for solutions. The renowned Nobel prize-winning economist Herbert Thompson is supposed to
give a speech that could change the world. He claims to have found a formula that would

Wie weit würdest du

make prosperity possible for all. But he won’t get to share it. Thompson and his assistant

gehen?

die in a car accident—but there’s one witness, Jan, who knows that it was murder, and who

(GREED.

gets pulled into a dangerous game. Jan wants to know what’s behind the formula, but the

How far would you

murderers are hot on his heels . . .

go?)
Economy Thriller

English sample available • Full English texts of ›BLACKOUT‹ and ›ZERO‹ available

448 pp

»Gripping Thriller and visionary book at the same time.« rbb Kulturradio

»Fast, tense, thrilling - and timely: this will happen one day.
Highly recommended.« Lee Child
Published books: BLACKOUT (2012) • ZERO (2014) • HELIX (2016) • GIER (2019)
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Timo Leibig
Timo Leibig, born in 1985, studied interactive design and communication. Since then, he
has been working as an author and web designer. He had the idea for his action-packed
NANOS thrillers when he was eating a genetically modified tomato and suddenly asked
himself: What would happen, if it was possible to manipulate what people think—through
the food chain?

© flownmary

Publishers
Czech Republic: Omega

Germany: Penhaligon Random House

»Thrilling, smart and frightening.« Westdeutsche Allgemeine

»Timo Leibig wrote an awesome, fast-paced thriller about awful, very small
particles – his novel is fascinating, intense and shocking. Let’s all hope that
reality does not catch up with it!« Nicola Bartels
Many have the dream to save the world – but only one has got what
it takes to do it.
For readers of Lee Child, Philip K. Dick and fans of the character
Shadow from Neil Gaiman’s ›American Gods‹
Germany 2029: The population is completely servile. Thanks to nano particles distributed
through the food chain and the water supply, people believe in every information given
»Zieht einen
sofort rein – ein Buch
wie ein Rausch!«

Tom Hillenbrand

out by the government. Only few are ›free‹, which means resistant to the manipulative
nano particles—and they gather in the darkness to start a rebellion.
While a group of intolerants works underground and feverishly on a plan to overthrow

NANOS.

the system, Malek is focussed on his one and only goal: Getting his brother Dominik, a

Sie kämpfen für die

high-ranking man of the regime, to side with him. But to deliver him from the Nanos he

Freiheit.

first needs to kill him.

(NANOS. They
fight for freedom)
Actionthriller
520 pp

[ Previously... After the European Union fell apart, a powerful super-market mogul became Germany’s new president: Johann Kehlis, who stands for sustainability and education,
had been working for years to create the ultimate control system: a smart nanotechnology
distributed through the food chain and the water supply. An almost perfect plan. ]

 »An action-packed thriller by a very talented author!«
Marc Elsberg, author of international bestseller ›BLACKOUT‹, on ›NANOS‹

»A very exciting read.« Schongauer Nachrichten
Published and forthcoming books: NANOS (2018) • NANOS 2 (2019)
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Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz was born in Berlin in 1915. He left Germany in 1935 for
Scandinavia, Norway and Sweden, where he published his debut novel under the penname
John Grane. After stations in France—where he studied at the Sorbonne—and Luxembourg, he settled in England in 1939. Despite his Jewish family background, he was briefly
interned and subsequently shipped to Australia as an ›enemy alien‹ on the notorious ship
HMT Dunera. In 1942, Boschwitz was allowed to return to England, but the ship M.V.

best
r
selle

Abosso was torpedoed, and Boschwitz was killed at the age of 27.

Publishers
Bulgaria: List 2016

Hungary: Jelenkor Kiado/Libri

Spain (Catalan): L’Altra Ed.

China: Citic Press

Israel: Achuzat Bayit

Spain: Sexto Piso

Czech Republic: Omega

Italy: Rizzoli

Sweden: Bonniers

Finland: Atena

Korea: Viche

Turkey: Tudem

France: Grasset

Lithuania: Baltos lankos

UK (+CW): Pushkin Press

Germany: Klett-Cotta

Netherlands: Lebowski

US (+Can): Metropolitan

Greece: Klidarithmos

Poland: Znak

A literary sensation:
The rediscovery of the little brother of ›Berlin, Alexanderplatz‹
Following the publication of the spectacular literary rediscovery ›The Passenger‹ (›Der
Reisende‹) comes the debut novel by Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz, appearing for the first
time in German. Set in 1920s Berlin, ›People Beside Life‹ (›Menschen neben dem Leben‹)
is a portrait of the everyday people who, faced with the aftermath of the First World War
and the global depression, have nothing to laugh about and yet never stop celebrating life.
The characters in Boschwitz's debut novel don't have it easy. They are the true losers of
the depression: soldiers returning home from war, beggars, prostitutes, the insane. But at
Menschen neben

night they are all drawn to the Merry Huntsman pub. Some to drink, others to hear the

dem Leben

music and dance. They are driven by the longing for a few carefree hours before the gray

(People Beside Life)

daily grind begins again the next morning. But when the wife of the blind man Sonnenberg

Literary Fiction

dances with Grissmann, who is looking to pick up a woman at the pub and underestimates

303 pp

the cuckolded husband's temper, disaster takes its course at the Fröhlicher Waidmann—at
least until new love affairs have begun, enough beer and peppermint schnapps have been
poured and the next morning has dawned.
His eye trained on his subjects as if through a magnifying glass, the author, then just
twenty-two years old, analyzes Berlin's lumpenproletariat in the years between the wars.
English sample available

»A magnificent book in the most heart-rending sense of the word.«
Fernando Aramburu on ›The Passenger‹
»The most haunting novel I ever read about the build-up to the Shoah. The book deals
with treason, mass hysteria and individual madness.« NRC Handelsblad on ›The Passenger‹
Published books (Selection): Menschen neben dem Leben (1935) • Der Reisende (1939/40)
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Antonio Ortuño
Antonio Ortuño was born in Guadalajara, Mexico, in 1976. His articles, stories and critics
have been published in several cultural magazines such as Letras Libres, La Tempestad and
Lateral. He works as editor of the international news section of the newspaper Milenio. His
novel ›Recursos Humanos‹ was selected finalist of the prestigious Herralde Prize. Ortuño
was included in the Granta Magazine, dedicated to the best Spanish writers in 2011. He is
winner of the Ribera del Duero Prize 2017, winner of the Premio Bellas Artes de Cuento
Hispanoamericano 2018, currently longlisted for the Premio de Cuento Gabriel García
Márquez and selected for the prestigious Berlin writers-in-residence-program by DAAD.
Publishers
Croatia: Fraktura

Italy: Neri Pozza, SUR

Tusquets, Páginas de Espuma

France: Bourgois

Netherlands: Podium

Romania: IBU

Germany: Kunstmann

Spain (World): Seix Barral,

FILM: Redrum

»Extremely shattering and masterfully narrated. A masterpiece which
squashes even the slightest sentimentality with crystalline anger.« DIE ZEIT
An epic and powerful evocation of intrigue, politics and venality, a
novel on the so-called phenomenon of the thousands of Desaparecidos in Mexico's war on drugs
Businessman Don Carlos Flores has plans for a luxury housing settlement in Guadalajara.
Everything is already lined up; the investors are ready and the settlement even has a name:
OLINKA. But to get this project running, and him and his family even richer, there’s only
one little hitch: he first has to buy all the land and evict the people that live there. A problem which he pursues with tenacity and by every conceivable means.
Olinka
(The Disappeared)
Literary Fiction
241 pp

Many leave »voluntarily« after continuous harassment but two families remain steadfast
until suddenly they vanish. At the same time Don Carlos is accused of laundering money
for the drug cartels from northern Mexico and journalists start to inquire about the whereabouts of the missing families. All the clues lead to Don Carlos who gets out of this mess
by offering up his son-in-law Aurelio Blanco as a pawn sacrifice to the Mexican authorities.
Without a clue as to what will happen to him, Aurelio readily shields his father-in-law, but
15 years in prison is far more than he bargained for. When he gets out of prison he embarks
on a quest for justice only will he find it? And this is only the beginning.
In this terrific family epos, Ortuño draws up a harrowing genre picture of contemporary
Mexico in which corruption and violence are part of everyday life. The narrative pace
is quick, Ortuño's style of writing powerful, pure, direct and authentic. A masterly
composed novel for readers of Juan Rulfo, Don Winslow and Cormac McCarthy.
English sample available

»Courageous consciousness, strictness of form and strength of style – A dark novel? It’s
the world that darkens. And this book is the bright place of a sharp mind.« Le Monde
Published books: Ars Cadáver (2006) • El buscador de cabezas (2006) • El jardín japonés (2006) • Recursos humanos (2007) • La Señora
Roja (2010) • Ánima (2011) • La fila india (2013) • Méjico (2015) • Agua Corriente (2016) • La vaga ambición (2017) • Olinka (2018)
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Katharina Fuchs
Katharina Fuchs, born in 1963 in Wiesbaden, is the pseudonym of a German author. After
studying law in Frankfurt and Paris, she worked at the Lake Geneva as lawyer and in-house
counsel for a DAX company. Today, Katharina Fuchs lives close to Frankfurt with her
family.

best
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selle
Publishers
Czech Republic: Omega

Italy: Newton Compton

Germany: Droemer Knaur

new

KATHARINA FUCHS

NEULEBEN

Two strong women, a fashion designer and a judge, two true stories,
two 20th-century-women's fates.

ROMAN

Two women live their dream - against all odds of the 50s and 60s. In this novel about the
post-war period, Katharina Fuchs authentically and empathetically tells the true story of
her aunt, who was one of the very first presiding judges in Germany, and her mother, a
fashion designer.
Because she is the daughter of a Wehrmacht officer and a large landowner and is not allowed to study in the GDR, Therese Trotha moves to West Berlin in the early 1950s. There
Neuleben
(Newlife)
20th Century
Historical Novel
480 pp

she has to witness how the growing differences between East and West split her family
apart. Her studies also turn out to be complicated: conservative professors and fellow
students make things difficult for Therese and her female fellow student. The only two
women at the law faculty are aliens to them. But they underestimate Therese's talent and
her ambition ...
Only her sister-in-law Gisela seems to understand her dreams, because she too drops out
of her assigned role: as a low-class seamstress, she has made a »good catch« with Therese's

To be published
in April 2020

brother and fights against a marriage in which the woman is merely a housewife. Like
Therese, she has ambitious plans ...
Based on her own family history, Katharina Fuchs captured the lives and dreams of women
in the 1950s and turned them into a great novel about the post-war period. Sensitively and
with great attention to detail, she brings contemporary history and two touching women's
fates to life.

For fans of Carmen Korn and Annette Hess.

Published and forthcoming book: Zwei Handvoll Leben (2019) • Neuleben (2020)
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Nikoletta Kiss
Nikoletta Kiss, born in Budapest in 1978, grew up in Berlin and studied economics
at Humboldt University Berlin. She worked as a corporate consultant for 12 years in
Germany, the US and Australia. Since 2016 she writes and lives in Vienna with her husband and two kids.

Publishers
Germany: Heyne

Italy: Giunti

Hungary: Libri

An epic family saga spanning three generations in Budapest, Berlin
and Vienna
Budapest 1949: Despite the turmoil of the Second World War, Rebeka Bárdossy had a sheltered and happy youth. Now she dreams of becoming an actress, while facing the dilemma
of choosing between the penniless painter István and the older, wealthy Professor Breitner.
The family is suddenly torn apart by her father’s suicide and the seizure of their home by
the secret police. Rebeka now has to struggle on alone and find her own way in life.
Berlin 2017: Anna and Michael are a modern and successful couple in the art scene. Anna's
Das Licht
vergangener Tage
(The Happiness
of Days Gone By)
Family Saga

life is turned upside down, when she unexpectedly finds out she is pregnant and a mysterious elderly man leaves a portrait of her grandmother, Rebeka Bárdossy, in her art gallery.
She embarks on a quest to rediscover her family’s buried history.
This rich and compelling novel paints a touching picture of the eventful life of these two
women, their everlasting pursuit of happiness and their love that spans an era of unrest in
European history, in the course of one century.

580 pp
English sample and full length interview with the author available

What is the central conflict in your book? All key characters in my novel are searching for meaning, for happiness in life. Like
we all are. They have different approaches, some fail. Rebeka struggles against the constraints of her time, the regime, her upbringing. She does not allow for compromise, even sacrifices her only love. István dreams of leaving a trace on earth through his
work as an artist. His constant struggle to find meaning makes him realise that it is the simple things that matter.
What is your personal connection to the plot and setting of your novel? 1956 is a cornerstone in Hungarian history. Up until
today a taboo surrounds this time, a deep divide exists in many families and friendships. My grandfather and my godfather were
life long close friends. Both served in the Hungarian army in the late 50s – only on opposite sides during the revolution. Until
today, in my family we do not talk about what exactly happened in those days when the Russian tanks crashed the revolution.

Published book: Das Glück vergangener Tage (2019)
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Kristine Bilkau
Kristine Bilkau was born in 1975. She has received several well-known literary scholarships, including the artist in residence programme Schöppingen and the annual workshop for debutants of the Literarisches Colloquium Berlin. Her first novel was one of
the most successful literary debuts in 2015. She received the Franz-Tumler-Prize and the
Michael-Kühne-Prize for best debut. In 2016 she has been invited as a Writer in Residence to Amsterdam. Kristine Bilkau lives in Hamburg with her family.

best
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Her debut novel ›The Happy Ones‹ has sold 40,000 copies to date
Publishers
Denmark: Palomar

France: Fleuve

Italy: Keller

Egypt: Egyptian Cultural Assembly

Germany: Luchterhand

Netherlands: Cossee

»Kristine Bilkau writes with incredible sensitivity and astounding clarity.« DIE ZEIT
»In her first book Bilkau mastered a complex problem con grandezza: to tell about a general contemporary political and economic issue, seen through the eyes of absolutely convincing individual
characters. Booksellers exclaimed and loved the novel.« Christoph Buchwald, publisher of Cossee

Finally! A high-class literary love story!
For readers of Elizabeth Strout, Nicole Krauss and Patrick Modiano.
Hamburg, 1964: Antonia and Edgar, recently fallen in love, share the dream of a far away
future; they want to see the world, get a whiff of adventure. Paris, London, New York–
places that, to their parents’ generation, were wartime enemies, are the ones they long for.
It is the years before the social upheaval of 1968. Edgar and Toni struggle with social expectations and norms. Edgar is given the opportunity to run his company’s office in Hong
Kong. They write each other hundreds of letters. Each one takes three to four weeks to
Eine Liebe,
in Gedanken
(A Love,
in Thoughts)

arrive. Most tragically, the young love falls apart.
More than 50 years later, a daughter says goodbye to her dying mother. She sorts the few
papers consisting of books, photos, notes and letters. For Antonia from Edgar. Eventually
the daughter finds herself outside Edgar’s childhood home. She hesitates, she would like
to meet him, talk to him. Ask him whether he knows that he was her mother’s great love

Literary Fiction

and remained so until the end. She rings the bell…

256 pp

With her second book »A Love, in Thoughts«, Kristine Bilkau has created a stunning literary love story. She tells about the possibilities and impossibilities of love with delicate
imagery, atmosphere and painfully beautiful depth.
English sample available • Full French text of ›The Happy Ones‹ available

»Considerate, artistic, strong and very worth reading!«
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Published books: Die Glücklichen (2015) • Eine Liebe, in Gedanken (2018)
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Christian Dittloff
Christian Dittloff, born in 1983, studied German and English language and literary studies in Hamburg, focusing on the literary representations of power discourse and the discussion of sexualized violence within literary artifacts. During his studies, he worked in a
psychiatric facility as well as in journalism where he experimented with all formats from
print to podcast. He also studied Creative Writing in Hildesheim. Since 2014, he works
as a social media manager at the ›Komische Oper‹ in Berlin, where he also lives, works and
writes. ›The White Castle‹ is his first novel.

Nominated for the Klaus-Michael Kühne Prize for Best German Debut 2018
Publisher
Germany: Berlin Verlag

»A highly captivating novel – quite the seasoned debut.« Hamburger Abendblatt

»Dittloff succeeded in creating an enthralling and brilliantly written novel, full of
questions about our future but shirking all the excessively obvious answers.
Oppressive and hauntingly fascinating.« NDR Kultur
Ada and Yves plan to have their in-vitro-child grow up in an elite
breeding facility in order to sustain their own autonomous lifestyle.
—A courageously farsighted novel about the future of modern
parenthood and the limits of our personal freedom.
They are a happy couple. Ada and Yves decide to have a child, but they fear that love,
career and bringing up a child are mutual exclusives. Therefore, they participate in the
prestigious new program at The White Castle boarding school, where surrogate mothers carry out and bring up other people’s children, all in all—so to say—ecologically
Das weiße Schloss
(The White Castle)
Literary Fiction
280 pp

sustainable and fair trade. Parenthood is a career choice here, protected, monitored
and directed by an all-caring and all-controlling system of governance. The offspring
can be visited anytime. For nine months, the novel shows Ada and Yves on their way to
their own child and follows the changes in their self-perception and their relationship.
Like Kazuo Ishiguro’s ›Never let me go‹, this novel asks the important questions by
way of an experimental set-up: When does commitment turn into a loss of freedom?
What is family? Are the traditional role models of mother and father negotiable? With
a playlike ease, ›The White Castle‹ achieves great stylistic momentum and an astounding depth of thought. This novel carefully places literary references, pertinent questions within society and new and traditional thoughts side by side to intertwine them
into an exiting fabric of transcendent luminescence.

»A very clever, forward-looking book, that consequently thinks beyond the
present and doesn’t shrink back from anything.« Olga Grjasnowa
Published book: The White Castle (2018)

27

Martín Felipe Castagnet
Martín Felipe Castagnet was born in La Plata, Argentina in 1986. He teaches literature
at the Universidad de la Plata, works as a translator and is co-editor of ›The Buenos Aires
Review‹ and the magazine ›Alkmene‹. In 2012 he was awarded the Prize for Young Latinamerican Literature and was fellow at the Maison des Écrivains Étrangers et des
Traducteurs de Saint-Nazaire and the Villa des projets d’auteurs de Marseille. Some
of his stories have been published by ›Maaboret‹. In 2017 he was a fellow at the LedigRowohlt-House in New York and was selected as a part of Bogotá39, a selection of the
most promissing 39 latin american writers under 40. Castagnet lives in Buenos Aires.
Publishers
Argentina: Factotum, Sigilo

France: Verdier/MEET

US: Dalkey Archive

Egypt (World Arab): Bait AlYasmine Israel: Tesha Neshamot

»Castagnet’s novel is inscribed within an Argentine tradition of fantastic literature that plugs
into universal motifs: there is a direct line between this work and that of masters like Jorge
Luis Borges, Adolfo Bioy Casares and Julio Cortázar.« Fernando Sdrigotti
A compelling novel full of spectacular ideas and visionary depth by
one of Latin Americas most original young voices
In a time where there is nothing but the web, where the borders between the digital and the
real world are as uncertain as the future of the government, people make their dream come
true and escape from reality. They disappear. First it was the ugly ones, then the bullied teenagers and eventually masses of people started disappearing. The new trend is seductive and
proves highly addictive, but may have unpredictable consequences. The government tries to
deal with the situation, but how can you punish the invisibles? One of them is Rafael, who
Los mantras
modernos
(The Modern
Mantras)
Literary Fiction
170 pp

Film rights available

vanished without a trace. His family sends his brother Maxi to find him, Maxi of all people.
But once he sets out to find Rafael and enters the web, he not only finds himself faced with a
completely different world but also with the question of how to return from it…
Castagnet creates a universe that feels terrible far away while, at the same time, his vision of
a hyper connected future is indeed quite realistic. He portrays not only a modern understanding of the web but also exposes its possible impact on our relationships and our everyday
life in a not too distant future.
Full English text of ›Bodies of Summer‹ available

»Castagnet leads our modern technology obsession ad absurdum.« Clarín
»Castagnet elegantly and masterfully succeeds in dribbling around established novel
categories. In the style of the best literature, he forces the reader to complete the picture he
subtly sketches in his text.« Arte Zeta
Published books: Los cuerpos del verano (2012) • Los mantras modernos (2017)
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Lojze Kovačič
Lojze Kovačič was born in Basel in 1928 to a German mother and a Slovenian father. In
1938 they were expelled as undesirable aliens to Yugoslavia, where they survived hand to
mouth until 1945, when the new Yugoslav Communist government deported all except
Lojze to Austria. Like Joseph Conrad and Vladimir Nabokov, Kovačič was quickly recognized as one of the most outstanding imaginative artists in his adopted language. Kovačič
has been compared to Danilo Kiš, Sandor Marai, Imre Kertész and Ismail Kadaré. He
died in Ljubljana in 2004. He is considered Slovenia’s most significant author of the 20th
century. In 2016 his novel ›Crystal Time‹ has been declared Best Slovenian Novel of the
last 25 years.
Publishers
Austria: Drava

Italy: La nave di Teseo

Spain (Catalonia): La Guineu

France: Seuil

Netherlands: Van Gennep

US/ANZ/UK: Archipelago

Germany: dtv

Slovenia: Beletrina

»›Newcomers‹ is one of the most important books of the century.«
Süddeutsche Zeitung
The international rediscovery of a master of East European literature
The first volume of this three-part autobiographical series begins in 1938 with the expulsion of the Kovačič family from their home of Switzerland, eventually leading to their
settlement in the father’s home country of Slovenia. Before leaving their home, the tenyear-old boy imagines his father’s country as one of beauty and fairytales, but as they
make their way to their land of exile, the family realizes that any efforts to make this place
a home will be in vain. Confronted by misery, hunger, and hostility, the young boy refuses
to learn Slovenian and falls silent, his surroundings becoming a social, cultural and mental
Prišleki
(Newcomers)
Literary Fiction
250 pp

abyss. One memory is interrupted by fragments and visions of another. Some are innocent
and tender, while others are miserable and ruthless, resulting in a profound and heartwrenching description of a period torn apart by conflict, reflected in the author’s powerful
and innovative command of language.
Full English text available

»This work achieves the panoramic effect of H.G. Adler’s Shoah
trilogy by way of Joycean stream of conciousness.«The Wallstreet Journal
»The volumes are masterpieces. They are bitter, but grippingly intense in their
description. ›Newcomers‹ is a mnemonic sleight of hand of botanical exactitude,
a weighty historical document whose significance will only grow.«Sign & Sight
Published books (Selection): Prišleki I-III (Newcomers I-III, 1984) • Kristani č as (Crystal Time; 1991) • Otroške stvari (Children’s
Things, 2003)
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Ulrich Gutmair

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Ulrich Gutmair, born in 1968, moved to West Berlin in autumn 1989 to study history
and journalism. It was good timing, three weeks later the Wall came down. The following
years Gutmair spent his days studying in the West and his nights exploring the squats and
techno clubs of the East. Gutmair has been working as a journalist for many German and
international newspapers and magazines, writing about music, pop, history and contemporary culture. Among others, he interviewed Jeff Mills, Carl Craig, Lemmy Kilmister
and Slavoj Zizek. Gutmair is currently working on a book on German punk.

Publishers
Germany: Klett-Cotta/Tropen
Denmark: Det Poetiske Bureaus Forlag

new

Following Ulrich Gutmair into the basement clubs and occupied houses you will find out about the origins of the myth of the young, wild
city that still characterizes Berlin today. This is where world stars of
today – like Chilly Gonzales, Peaches, Jeff Mills, Sven Väth, Iggy Pop
or David Bowie – have their roots and draw their inspiration from.
Berlin, right after the fall of the Berlin wall. This is the place to be. Berlin-Mitte, the
most central borough of the city, with its wastelands and decaying houses, becomes
the birthplace of a new movement and lifestyle. Artists, squatters, club owners, gallerists, DJs and ravers are reclaiming the old city centre and bringing it back to life. This

Die ersten Tage

interim period, which continues to shape the city‘s image until today, lasts only a few

von Berlin. Der

years. There are numerous stories circulating about the early 90s in the newly reunited

Sound der Wende.

Berlin, but only a few have actually been written down. This makes "The First Days of

(The First Days of

Berlin" an oral history of the early techno years in Berlin, a book about the importance

Berlin. The Sound

of memory and the people's right to the city they live in.

of the Post-Wall

In the winter of 1990/91 East Berlin finds itself in a turbulent transition marked by

City.)

constant demonstrations, art events and parties. In the interregnum between two sys-

Narrative

tems, a state has been established that comes close to what the utopians in the 19th

Nonfiction/Music/

century called anarchy. The idea of the “Temporary Autonomous Zone” is circulating.

Popular history

It describes the yet romantic and naive but given the circumstances also not absurd

256 pp

idea that in a certain moment in history you can actually do whatever you want.
Ulrich Gutmair tells about a unique historical situation, a lived social utopia. Political
theory, philosophy, party and activism go hand in hand.
Gutmair was there himself and he lets contemporary witnesses have their say. By interweaving memories with historical material, he creates an electrifying portrait of the
newly reunited city on its way to becoming a metropolis.
English sample available

For Italian rights please get in touch with Barbara Griffini: griffini@bgagency.it
Published book: Die ersten Tage von Berlin (2013)
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Kathrin Sohst
Kathrin Sohst, born in 1979, is a PR consultant, Emotional Leadership Practitioner and
coach. Highly sensitive herself, she initiated the first German congress on high sensitivity.
She gives lectures, leads seminars, writes for various magazines and is very well connected
medially. When she is not writing, she works as a trainer for forest bathing and mindfulness in nature. Being a nature lover, she lives with her husband and two children close to
the forests near Hamburg.

Publishers

new

China: Postwave Publishing

Italy: Giunti

Spain (World Rights): Ariel

Czech Republic: Grada

Korea: Frombooks

Taiwan: Business Weekly

Germany: dtv, Gabal

Portugal: Presenca

Life favours those who feel more deeply.
A book about the great benefit of fine antennas.
People who openly show their tender and sensitive sides are often ridiculed and perceived
as hardly resilient. Many of us therefore suppress our sensations and feelings, adapt ourselves or withdraw into a protected space.
Kathrin Sohst shows how we can act sensitively, openly and self-confidently and how we
can transform our emotions into constructive, positive energy. As a consequence, sensitivity can be turned into a valuable resource. Because the supposed weakness is in truth a

Wer stärker fühlt,
hat mehr vom Leben. Warum Sensibilität eine verborgene Kraft ist und
wie sie uns die Welt
eröffnet.
(The Hidden Force
of Sensitivity.
How it opens the
world for us.)
Self-help/Self-care
230 pp

To be published
in April 2020

strength. If we react in a differentiated and receptive way to internal and external stimuli,
we can establish a better contact with ourselves, with other people and with our surroundings. When we get stuck and reason won’t get us anywhere, our sensitivity can become a
wise guide by providing us with orientation. In this way, sensitivity proves to be a powerful element in calibrating the interaction of body, mind and soul.
The author points out new perspectives, accompanies the reader when opening inner
doors that lead to new ways of thinking and feeling. She shares her very own experiences
and encourages the readers to confront and recognize their emotional reality. This authentic and heartfelt book is a passionate plea to consider sensitivity as integral part of one’s
personality, to accept and even learn from diversity and not to forget to invest in self-care.
English sample available

»Sensitivity is the basis of human existence. It brings us into resonance with
ourselves, the people around us and our environment. Those who allow themselves to be sensitive and show themselves vulnerable prove courage and strength.«

Inspiring exercises and impulses guide through the book. Validated questionnaires help the readers to find out more
about their own and also their children’s sensitivity. A stimulating mix between the author’s personal experiences and the
latest scientific research creates a unique reading experience and pave the way for a stronger sensitivity awareness.
Published and forthcoming books: Zart im Nehmen (2016) • 30 Minuten—Hochsensibilität im Beruf (2017) • Wer stärker fühlt, hat mehr
vom Leben (2020)
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Wolfram Eilenberger

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Wolfram Eilenberger was born in Freiburg in 1972. He studied Philosophy, Psychology
and Romance Philology in Heidelberg, Berlin and Turku, Finland. In 2007 he completed
his PhD with a thesis on Mikhail Bakhtin at Zurich’s ETH. In 2011 he founded the ›Philosophie Magazin‹, the major philosophical magazine in Germany. Wolfram Eilenberger is
a regular guest on philosophical topics on German television and radio. He lives with his
family in Berlin.

- His book ›Time of the Magicians‹ has sold 75.000 copies to date in Germany
best
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Publishers

new

FEUER
DER
FREIHEIT
w

Brazil: Todavia

Greece: Patakis

Russia: Ad Marginem

China: Penguin

Hungary: Scolar

Serbia: Agora

Croatia: Fraktura

Iceland: University of Iceland Press

Spain: Taurus

Czech Republic: Omega

Israel: Books in the Attic

Taiwan: BWP

Denmark: Klim

Italy: Feltrinelli

Turkey: Kolektif, Ayrinti

Finland: Siltala

Japan: Kodansha

UK: Penguin

France: Albin Michel, Flammarion

Korea: The Pause

US: Penguin

Germany: Klett-Cotta

Netherlands: De Bezige Bij

Philosophy in the face of catastrophe. A vivid, rich and beautifully
narrated book. A remarkable intellectual constellation.
Simone de Beauvoir, Hannah Arendt, Simone Weil and Ayn Rand: With great narrative

Die Philosophie in
finsteren Zeiten
-

skill, Eilenberger describes the legendary lives of the most influential female philoso-

w

phers of the 20th century. As refugees and resistance fighters, outlaws and enlightened

W OL F R A M
EILENBERGER

thinkers, they laid the foundation for a truly free and emancipated society in the midst
of the turmoil of the Second World War.
The years 1933 to 1943 mark the darkest chapter of modern Europe. In the face of

Feuer der Freiheit.
Die Rettung der
Philosophie in
finsteren Zeiten.
(1933-1943)
(The Visionaries.
Four Women and
the Salvation of
Philosophy in Dark
Times (1933-1943)
Philosophy
approx. 400 pp

To be published
in September 2020

the catastrophe, four female philosophers—de Beauvoir, Arendt, Weil and Rand—
develop their visionary ideas: on the relationship between the individual and society, man and woman, sex and gender, freedom and totalitarism, God and humankind.
Their venturesome journeys take them from Stalin's Leningrad to Hollywood, from
Hitler's Berlin and occupied Paris to New York. But above all, it is their revolutionary
thoughts without which our present—and future—would not be the same. Their existence proves to be lived philosophy and impressively bears witness to the liberating
power of thought. A brilliant book about four global icons who, at the abyss of the
20th century and with a worldwide impact to this day, exemplified what it means to
live a truly free life. For readers of Philipp Blom, Andrea Wulf and Rüdiger Safranski.
English sample available

»A book that will be peerless for a long time: The reader becomes a
witness of a thrilling drama which teaches us more about the present
than any sociological study. Breathtaking and thought-provoking!« taz

Published books: Lob des Tores (2006) • This is not America (2008) • Finnen von Sinnen (2010) • Kleine Menschen, große Fragen (2010)
• Philosophie für alle, die noch etwas vorhaben (2011) • Kanada kann mich mal (2012) • Tatort und die Philosophie (2014) • Ich glaub, ich
werd zum Elch (2014) • Zeit der Zauberer (2018) • Feuer der Freiheit (2020)
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Kathrin Hartmann
Kathrin Hartmann, born in 1972, is one of Germany’s most provocative intellectuals. She
had worked for several German magazines including NEON and SPIEGEL Online before
she started a career as an author of bestselling nonfiction books.
Her documentary ›The Green Lie‹ (with director Werner Boote) arrived on international
cinema screens and was shown on international festivals (English version).

best
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Publishers
China: People’s Daily Press

Netherlands: Atlas Contact

Germany: Blessing

Poland: Foksal

Korea: Eco Livres

Slovakia: Premedia

Turkey: Ayrinti

»In the U.S. such a book would win the Pulitzer.« Deutschlandradio Kultur
»Meticulously researched! Hartmann explodes the myth of greenwashed competition and profit seeking.«
Der Freitag

new

Why we are handling the ecological crisis completely wrong
Wealthy people tend to have the most environmental awareness - and at the same time the
largest ecological footprint. »Climate-concerned climate sinners« are these citizens who
are wealthy and educated, who buy organic food and energy-saving devices, but otherwise maintain a consumerist lifestyle, including frequent long-distance travel. Whilst patting the pupils on the back in the »Fridays for Future« demonstrations, they hardly do
anything to change the power structures from which they benefit.
But isn't that the attitude of almost all of us? We note with concern the prognoses of sci-

Grüner wird's
nicht.
Warum wir mit
der ökologischen
Krise völlig falsch
umgehen.

entists that are becoming darker and darker, but largely stick to our resource-consuming
lifestyle. If we carry on like this, the radical ecological and social changes that would be
necessary to prevent the climate catastrophe from happening in the first place will never be
set in motion. We must therefore question our own behaviour and be honest to ourselves:
How important are the future of our planet and our future generations to us?
English reading material of her previous books available

(It won't get any
greener)
Current Affairs
170 pp

»Sharp contrasts, quick changes of settings and stakeholders
make this book a breath-taking read.« Südwest Presse

»Hartmann believes in the power of collective resistance. What a
refreshing counterpoint to the widespread cynicism!« Deutschlandfunk
Published books: Ende der Märchenstunde (2009) • Wir müssen leider draußen bleiben (2012) • Aus kontrolliertem Raubbau (2015) • Die
Grüne Lüge (2018) • Grüner wird's nicht (2020)
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Heino Falcke

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Heino Falcke is an astrophysicist investigating the depths of the sky. He uses a network of
telescopes spanning the entire planet to look for black holes and a lunar telescope to find the
Big Bang. Falcke holds a professorship at the Radboud University in Nijmegen and is guest
professor at the Max Planck Institute for Radio Astronomy in Bonn. His scientific achievements earned him knightly accolades from the Dutch King. He received the Spinoza Prize,
the highest scientific award in the Netherlands, and the Academy Award of the Berlin
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities. He is a member of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences and an ordained predicant of the Protestant Church.
Publishers
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Brazil: Buzz

Italy: Mondadori

Taiwan: Commonwealth

China: Guomai

Korea: Eco Livres

UK: Wildfire

Finland: Aula

Netherlands: Prometheus

US: Harper One

France: Buchet Chastel

Russia: Corpus

Germany: Klett-Cotta

Spain: Debate

A journey to the end of time and the depths of the human mind

HEINO
FALCKE
mit JÖRG RÖMER

LICHT IM
DUNKELN
SCHWARZE LÖCHER,
DAS UNIVERSUM UND WIR

The public presentation of the first ever photograph of a black hole on 10th April 2019 was
a scientific sensation. For the first time, here was proof of what Einstein had calculated in
his theory of relativity over a hundred years ago. But it was much more than that: as Heino
Falcke put it, the black hole was like opening the gate to hell. This was where time and
space definitely end, and it opened a dimension no longer accessible to the human mind by
means of science.
In this book, Heino Falcke tells the tale of the scientific, intellectual and emotional adven-

Licht im Dunkeln.
Schwarze Löcher,
das Universum
und wir.
(Light in the
Darkness.
Unveiling the
Secrets of Black
Holes and the
Nature of the
Human Spirit.)
Popular Science
Approx. 240 pp

To be published
in Autumn 2020

ture that was triggered by the approach to this »beast«, and he asks what this means for
us humans.
Heino Falcke is writing this book together with his co-author Jörg Römer.
English sample available • Video pitch available on Youtube

»Heino Falcke performs groundbreaking research into
one of the most mysterious phenomena of the universe,
black holes: he works at the boundaries of his discipline and
therefore at the limits of the universe. Falcke is a versatile
researcher. He is a leading theoretician and carries out
experimental research in the fields of astroparticle physics
and astrophysics, a unique combination.«
The Spinoza Award Jury on Heino Falcke

Forthcoming book: Licht im Dunkeln (2020)
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Edgar Wolfrum

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Edgar Wolfrum, born in 1960, is a professor for contemporary history at the University
of Heidelberg. He studied History, Political Science, German and Spanish and received his
doctorate in 1990. From 1991 to 1994 he was head of the Department for the Promotion of
History at the Volkswagen Foundation and completed his habilitation in 1999.

Publishers
Czech Republic: SPOL

Korea: Germinal

Germany: Klett-Cotta

»Highly interesting and a smooth read.« Morgenpost

new

What does Germany want? What is the new Federal Republic of Germany like?
Does it want to be a European supremacy, emancipate itself from the US?
The history of German democracy from 1990 to the present—pointedly and vividly narrated. A must read for anyone who wants to understand the new challenges in today's complicated, even unhinged world.
Challenges, upcoming problems and successes in domestic policy, social culture and foreign policy are described impressively. It is the first modern and concise overall presentation of the events, structures and actors that have finally turned the last 30 years in Germany
into a story of a rise. Since the German reunification in 1990, the Federal Republic has
gone through enormous changes. The country has become larger and more populous, and

Der Aufsteiger.
Eine Geschichte
Deutschlands von
1990 bis heute.
(The Achiever.
Germany after 1990)
History
360 pp

overnight, as it were, this new Germany, the Berlin Republic, has slipped into the role of a
continental superpower with global political influence.
The outside perception of the country has changed over the last 30 years as well: On the
one hand, fears have spread in Europe as to how this until then relatively »benevolent
hegemon« will act in the future. At the same time, international surveys indicated that
Germany had become the »most popular« country in the world—a development that had
been completely unimaginable in 1945.
As a country divided between East and West, problems with the »inner unity« burdened
the Federal Republic. Pessimism was spreading in the midst of society, threatening to damage the Republic. Dithering giant on the outside, unsettled democracy on the inside? Is
Germany still a »successful democracy«?

»He does not believe in bold hypotheses, but very much in irrefutable facts.« General-Anzeiger
»One of his many merits is that Wolfrum draws attention to the fact that the major fundamental social issues cannot be clarified without the courage to discuss principles.« der tagesspiegel
For Italian rights please get in touch with Barbara Griffini: griffini@bgagency.it
Published books: Handbuch der deutschen Geschichte (2005) • Die geglückte Demokratie (2006) • Welt im Zwiespalt (2017) • Der Aufsteiger (2020)
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Yvonne Hofstetter
Yvonne Hofstetter was born in 1966 in Frankfurt. After studying law, she worked in international software companies. Since 2009, she is director of Teramark Technologies GmbH,
a company specialising in intelligent data analysis. Hofstetter was featured on television as
expert on Big Data and published articles in newspapers including Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and DIE ZEIT. Her first book on data collection and algorithmic systems was
shortlisted for German Economic Book Prize, NDR Non-fiction Prize and has sold more
than 25,000 copies to date. Hofstetter is a member of Chatham House’s Commission on
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Democracy and Technology in Europe. In 2018 she was awarded the Theodor Heuss Prize.
Publishers
China: Zhejiang

C. Bertelsmann

Japan: Kodansha

Germany: Droemer,

Hungary: Corvina

Korea: Chaek-Se-Sang

»Yvonne Hofstetter is a key figure within the discussion about our
social future. She knows the systems that program us. It is this authority
that gives her arguments the decisive impact.« Frank Schirrmacher
New forms of power and violence threaten the digital security, the
world is undergoing a massive geopolitical restructure. Where will all
that lead us?
The current world situation couldn't be more alarming. Strategies and forms of warfare are
radically changing due to digitalization, tensions between the superpowers are increasing.
The renowned artificial intelligence expert Yvonne Hofstetter reveals how digitalization
undermines once stable power relations, fuels fears of a new arms race and makes world affairs unpredictable. Security in the 21st century is extremely vulnerable, the peace in which
we live is fragile. The reason for that is the digital revolution. Strategically used, it enables
Der Unsichtbare
Krieg.
(The Invisible War.
How digitalization
threatens security
and stability in the
world)
Current Affairs
304 pp

the geopolitical reorganization of the world: The US, Russia and China fight for supremacy, Europe struggles for its role between the superpowers. Whereas the strategic balance
between the states was previously based on defence, it is shifting today to the offensive.
Because in a networked world, code becomes a destructive weapon. It is used to spy on
highly sensitive data, sabotage critical infrastructures and stir up the population with fake
news without an official declaration of war. Yvonne Hofstetter describes this threatening
situation using real examples that have a massive influence on world events and world politics. It highlights the defence strategies of the great powers and explains why the West is
less protected from attacks than the East.
English text available

»This writer knows exactly what she’s doing.«Nürnberger Nachrichten

»An impressive analysis.« Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Published books: Sie wissen alles (2014) • Das Ende der Demokratie (2016) • Der Unsichtbare Krieg (2019)
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Luisa Neubauer & Alexander Repenning
ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA
Luisa Neubauer, born in Hamburg in 1996, was co-founder of the
German school strikes Fridays for Future. She sits on stages, Podiums
and talk shows. She argues with politicians and business representatives. She exchanges ideas with researchers and journalists. She is involved in various NGOs e.g. for climate protection, intergenerational
justice and against poverty. The geography student lives in Göttingen
and Berlin.
Alexander Repenning, born 1989 in Hamburg, supports the climate strikes of Fridays for Future since their inception. He is active in
political participation, Climate Policy and Global Learning and wrote among others for attac and the blog Postwachstum. For the Right
Livelihood Foundation, the Alternative Nobel Prize, he's working to
bring activism and the academic world closer together. He lives in Berlin.
Publisher
Germany: Tropen/Klett-Cotta
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»We are the first ones who can feel the consequences of climate change
and the last ones who can still do something about it.«
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What does the future hold? When it comes to climate, the predictions are pretty precise
by now. And just as frightening. In this book, Luisa Neubauer, the best-known German
climate activist, and the sociologist Alexander Repenning create the history of our future.
For humankind is at a crossroads. If we don't change course now, we’ll eliminate ourselves. Politicians, entrepreneurs, citizens, everyone must take action. But how?
One thing is undisputed: There is no planet B. Everyone must inform and organize oneself
Vom Ende der
Klimakrise.
Eine Geschichte
unserer Zukunft
(About the End of
the Climate Crisis.
A history of

to save the future. In ›About the End of the Climate Crisis‹, Neubauer and Repenning present solutions that are ready to be implemented and must finally be put into practice. But
they also show with which attitude we can deal with this exceptional situation: undaunted
but level-headed. And unyielding towards those who determine our future. Because the
last chance for a good end to the climate crisis is NOW.
TedX talk available online ›Why I became a climate activist and why you should too‹

our future)
Current Affairs

»Climate change is the biggest crisis of humankind. We can't

320 pp

watch other people drive our future right against the wall«

For Italian rights please get in touch with Barbara Griffini: griffini@bgagency.it
Forthcoming book: Vom Ende der Klimakrise (2019)
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Thomas Meyer
Thomas Meyer, born 1966 in Bernkastel-Kues, focuses on modern German philosophy and
history of ideas. He received his Doctorate in 2003 and his Habilitation in 2009. He taught
at the Universities of Chicago, Vanderbilt, Nashville, Wake Forest, Winston-Salem, Zurich
and Graz. Meyer has been writing for DIE ZEIT, SZ, Jüdische Allgemeine, FAZ, BR2 and
Deutschlandfunk. He has published broadly on Ernst Cassirer as well as on Jewish philosophy and theology. In 2006 his biography of Ernst Cassirer was nominated for the Leipzig
Book Fair Prize. Meyer edited three books by Hannah Arendt: »Us refugees«, »Human
and politics« and »The freedom to be free« which became a huge successes in Germany.
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Brazil: Planeta

Finland: Vastapaino

Korea: Hyeonamsa

Sweden: Bonniers

China: Thinkingdom

France: Calman-Lévy

Netherlands: Atlas

Taiwan: Linking

Croatia: Ljevak

Germany: Piper

Poland: Foksal

Turkey: Kolektif

Denmark: KLIM

Hungary: Jelenkor

Russia: Corpus

UK/ANZ: W. Collins

Egypt: Al Kotob Khan

Italy: Feltrinelli

Spain: Anagrama

US/Can: Penguin

The most important and influential thinker for our time
Thomas Meyer’s new biography of Hannah Arendt is the first interpretation of her life and
work since Elisabeth Young-Bruehl’s »Hannah Arendt: For Love of the World« (1982),
and the first comprehensive interpretation of her work that’s based on archival research altogether. Meyer doesn’t only evaluate the documents and writings that have come to light
since 1982, but also is the first to look at numerous entirely new materials. In his intellectual biography of Arendt, he seeks to explain the fascination that the woman, friend, lover,
journalist, Jew, human rights activist, philosopher and political theorist Arendt continues
to exert, and to help both those who aren’t and those who are familiar with her better

Hannah Arendt.

understand the phenomenon »Arendt.« At the same time, he illustrates the on-going enor-

Eine intellektuelle

mous provocation that is still connected to the name »Arendt.«

Biographie

The manner in which Hannah Arendt has become the paradigm for witnessing the 20th

(Hannah Arendt

century is almost uncanny. She was a chronicler who was able to translate personal expe-

An Intellectuel Bio-

rience into concise analysis and so make it comprehensible to others; an analytical thinker

graphy)

who wrested from Plato, Kant and Heidegger that which seemed eternal and yet was of

approx. 380-400 pp

the utmost contemporary relevance; a free spirit who felt an obligation only towards her
friends and lovers and the truth, who didn’t shy away from any risk and trusted her oppo-

To be published
in 2021

nents to take the same kind of pains with people and the world as she.
Arendt’s mode of thinking, the sheer range of her interlocutors and influences form an
intellectual panorama of the 20th century that’s unparalleled. Arendt’s thought is a mirror
of what is possible in the face of cataclysmic experiences.
In his biography, Thomas Meyer for the first time traces the intellectual development of,
arguably, the 20th century’s most influential thinker. He does so as a renowned authority
on her work and an expert on her barely explored estate.
Extensive English sample available

Published and Forthcoming books: Ernst Cassirer (2006) • Hannah Arendt (2021)
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Peter Neumann
Peter Neumann, born in Neubrandenburg in 1987, studied philosophy, political science
and economics in Jena and Copenhagen. He holds a PhD in philosophy and teaches at the
University of Jena, specializing in German Idealism. His poetic work has been awarded several prices and scholarships. He published two collections of poetry: ›geheuer‹ in Spring
2014 and ›areale & tage‹ in Spring 2018.

© Dirk Skiba

Publishers
Germany: Siedler

Netherlands: Spectrum

Italy: Einaudi

Portugal: Bertrand

Korea: Eco Livres

Spain: Tusquets

US: Farrar, Straus & Giroux

Discover Jena—the smartest village of world history, the Silicon
Valley of 19th-century philosophical thinking
Jena, 1800: Around the turn of the 19th century, a steady stream of young German poets
and thinkers gathered in this Thuringian village of just over 4,000 residents to make intellectual history. As the political and social order in Europe was being shaken up by the
ideas of the French Revolution, this was the place for the young and wild, the site of a

Jena 1800.
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Die Republik der
freien Geister
(The Republic of
Free Spirits)
Cultural History
250 pp

new departure, of philosophical disruption. The leading figures among them—the Schlegel brothers and their wives, the philosopher Schelling, and the poet Novalis—resolved
to think the world anew, to establish a Republic of Free Spirits. They didn’t just question
inherited societal traditions; with their provocative views of the individual and of nature,
they revolutionized our understanding of freedom and reality—a revolution whose impact
can still be felt today. Colourful and passionate, informative and full of anecdotes—with
wit and elegance, Peter Neumann tells the story of this extraordinary thinkers’ commune,
which prepared the way for nothing less than the intellectual dawning of the modern age.
English sample available • English video pitch available on YouTube

»The book is as vibrating with brilliance and ideas as that small town was back
then. I truly loved it from the start.« Barend Wallet, Spectrum
»German intellectual history between the French Revolution and the ignominious defeat of the
Prussia nearby Jena 1806, stylistically brilliant and highly entertaining.« DIE ZEIT

»The book promises a rich and textured portrait of intellectual ferment and a
transformation in our thinking about the world.« Eric Chinsky, FSG
Published book: Jena 1800. Die Republik der freien Geister (2018)
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Ronald D. Gerste

ON BEHALF OF KLETT-COTTA

Ronald D. Gerste is a practicing doctor and historian. He lives and works as an author
and science correspondent in Washington D.C. He writes among others for Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, DIE ZEIT and scientific magazines.

Publishers
Germany: Klett-Cotta

Korea: Miraebook

Hungary: Corvina

Turkey: Kolektif

»Impressive, exciting, well-founded« Spektrum der Wissenschaft
The quirky predecessors of Donald Trump
Entertaining and at the same time highly informative, Ronald D. Gerste illuminates an
unknown side of US history: the life of bizarre, remarkable, awkward and sometimes
tragic presidents of the US. The book provides surprising insights into the hitherto littleknown aspects of the most important office in the world and its holders.
America has always been »great«. It is not only today that men with sometimes very unusual biographies were able to enter the White House. In this exciting, amusing and reflective book 12 of these presidents come to life again, all of them individualists, who almost
Trinker, Cowboys,
Sonderlinge.
Die 12 seltsamsten
Präsidenten der USA
(Drunks, cowboys,
freaks.

failed in it, but were sometimes even very successful. We meet the only president who
shot another man by hand (Andrew Jackson). We accompany a bookworm who trimmed
himself to a cowboy and macho (Theodore Roosevelt). We see a man who had failed in his
professional life and suddenly has to decide on the use of the atomic bomb (Harry Truman) and we follow the rise of a deeply suspicious man who saw himself surrounded by
a world of enemies and finally, as the only president, had to resign from the highest office

The 12 Strangest
Presidents of the US)
Popular History

all acted far away from the usual type of politician and who nevertheless formed the office,

(Richard Nixon). An amazing and extraordinary portrait gallery of the strangest men in
the world's most powerful political position.

272 pp

»Informative and enthralling« Rheinische Post

For Italian rights please get in touch with Barbara Griffini: griffini@bgagency.it
Published books: John F. Kennedy: 100 Fragen - 100 Antworten (2013) • Wie das Wetter Geschichte macht (2015) • Wie Krankheiten
Geschichte machen (2019) • Trinker, Cowboys, Sonderlinge (2019)
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Agnes Flügel
Agnes Flügel studied cultural studies before starting a career in the media industry until
one day she began to wonder whether this was the right life for her. She decided to venture
into the field of self-employment and set up her Honigmanufaktur Flügelchen. Today
Agnes Flügel sells her honey all over Germany.

Publisher
Germany: Ludwig Verlag/Random House

»A remarkable book about beekeeping and a new beginning
in the countryside« Stern
Her happiness is two million bees
After many years working in media, Agnes Flügel begins to have her doubts. Is it a stroke
of fate that she meets an old beekeeper, who awakes her passion for bees? Her love for
nature and animals and this fateful encounter make her quit her job as an editor and go in
for beekeeping. To make her dream of a meaningful life come true, she and her husband
leave Hamburg for a lonely house on the Baltic Sea. The courage has paid off.
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Die Honigfrau
(The Honey Woman.
How I gave wings to
my dreams)
Memoir
304 pages

The top-quality honey quickly becomes hugely popular. And as it turns out there's much
more in store for her than just honey! This is the uplifting and entertaining story of a new
beginning and the inspiring relationship between a woman and the nature sorrounding her.

»Ten years ago I decided to fulfill my dream of living and working in the countryside and so I quit my job in the city. I felt the
need to do something more sustainable and with a closer connection
to nature. I made a life changing transition, a voyage by founding
my honey manufactory with all the ups and downs that accompanied
my new start as a beekeeper. Determined to bring something new to
the old-fashioned honey business, I created exquisite honey blends
with mint, expresso or rose petals as well as a cheerful packaging to
express this new change in the way honey is presented and enjoyed.«

»With a healthy dose of self-irony, Flügel tells the story of her new beginning, of life in
the countryside and the obstacles the province has in store for a city dweller.« Die Welt
Published book: Die Honigfrau (2011)
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Martin Mittelmeier
Martin Mittelmeier, born in 1971, worked for many years as an editor at prestigious German
publishing houses. The PhD comparatist has published several works on philology and philosophy. He now lives and works in Cologne as a freelance editor and author.

© Olivier Favre

Publishers
Germany: Siedler

Netherlands: Ten Have

Russia: Ad Marginem

Italy: Feltrinelli

Portugal: Bertrand

Spain: Paidós

»This is an attractive, elegantly written book, synthesizing philosophical criticism
with intellectual history to produce a fresh perspective on a familiar body of work.
With his elegant prose, Mittelmeier has found an intriguing way to reassess one
of the most essential of modern German philosophers.« Times Literary Supplement
Grand history of ideas—on the origins of Critical theory—narrated
with ease and insight.
In the 1920s, the Gulf of Naples is peopled by a variety of illustrious guests. Among all the
revolutionaries, artists and those searching for the meaning of life there are also four famous
scholars – all of them at a sensitive stage in their intellectual biographies: Walter Benjamin,
Siegfried Kracauer, Alfred Sohn-Rethel and Theodor W. Adorno. Not to forget the charismatic Latvian communist and dancer Asja Lacis. The volcanic landscape of the Bay of Naples
inspired the youngest of them, Adorno, to develop a Radical New Philosophy – a turning
Adorno in Neapel
(Adorno in Naples)
History of Ideas
172 pp

point in the history of modern philosophy. This is where Critical Theory was born.
›Adorno in Naples‹ is a highly original book. Martin Mittelmeier’s thoughtful blend of travel-writing and philosophy coincides with a revival of interest in the Frankfurt School and its
leading light, Theodor Adorno.

»An original and singular book. A study about the individual and the group—and a holiday location that, with luck, is sometimes transformed into philosophy.« Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
»Martin Mittelmeier succeeded admirably in retracing the origin of a genius thinker in the
streets and cafes of Naples. He guides the reader into the very heart of this extraordinary and
intricate relation between philosophy and life of one of the indisputable protagonists of our
cultural history. A compelling book for all those who want to come to know the ideas, the obsessions and the moral dilemmas which pervaded and marked the 20th century to understand the
world we live in today.« Gianluca Foglia, Feltrinelli
Published books: Adorno in Neapel (2013) • DADA (2016)
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Svenja Flaßpöhler
Svenja Flaßpöhler, born in 1975, holds a PhD in Philosophy. She worked as editor, writer
and essayist for German radio and several magazins. She was chief editor of ›Deutschlandradio Kultur‹, a culture-oriented radio station. Flaßpöhler is currently acting chief editor of
›Philosophie Magazin‹. Her book on Forgiving was shortlisted for Tractatus-Prize 2016,
Germany’s highest endowed prize for philosophy. Flaßpöhler lives with her family in Berlin.

Publishers
Germany: Pantheon, Campus, Artemis&Winkler,

Korea: Thoughts of a Tree

Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, Ullstein

Netherlands: Ten Have

»Svenja Flaßpöhler is one of the most interesting
philosophers of the younger generation in Germany.«
ORF 1
Svenja
Flaßpöhler

On the art of letting go
Forgiving literally means: giving up on retribution. Whoever forgives is no longer blaming

Verzeihen
Vom Umgang
mit Schuld

others for his own suffering, is not seeking revenge or juridical satisfaction, but lets it go.
Yet how can such a release be possible being neither just, nor economical, nor logical? Is
evil forgivable? Does forgiving lead to healing, even reconciliation – or does it happen
beyond any purpose?
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Based on her own experiences, philosopher Svenja Flaßpöhler explores the conditions
under which a moral dept cut may be successful. She talks to people for whom in face of
the most serious guilt the question of forgiving is of the utmost urgency, and she looks for
answers in philosophy.

Vom Umgang mit
Schuld
(Forgiving. Dealing
with guilt)
Philosophy
199 pp

»This precise, comprehensive study is an easy read
and source of inspiration for the interested public.«
Börsenblatt

»Based on very personal moments, this is a work of approach, of quiet
contemplation and careful reasoning. Sensitively and intelligently woven, the
book discloses the awareness of a never-ending reflection on the Self and the
others.« Cicero
Published books (Selection): Der Wille zur Lust (2007) • Mein Wille geschehe (2007) • Gutes Gift – Über Eifersucht und Liebe (2008) •
Wir Genussarbeiter (2011) • Mein Tod gehört mir (2013) • Verzeihen. Vom Umgang mit Schuld (2016)
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Foreign Rights
Please contact Michael Gaeb (gaeb@litagentur.com) or Andrea Vogel (vogel@litagentur.com) for any
foreign rights enquiries, or get in touch with our local co-agents in markets where we don't sell directly:

Brazil:

Villas-Boas & Moss Literary Agency
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Korea:
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