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The fund’s main objective is to promote 

Afrikaans literature internationally by 

funding translations and translated 

publications of noteworthy Afrikaans works

What is the 
PEN Afrikaans 

Translation Fund
about?
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MADIBA MAGIC 
100TH BIRTHDAY 
EDITION 
Madiba’s favourite stories for the 
children of Africa – a feast for the 
eyes! Here are 32 stories that 
come from Southern Africa and 
the rest of Africa – South Africa, 
Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Uganda, 
Zambia, Tanzania, Malawi, Kenya, 
Nigeria and Morocco. As well as 
Malay/Indian stories brought to 
the Cape of Good Hope centuries 
ago by artisans and political exiles 
from the East.

From the cradle of mankind 
comes a kaleidoscope of a book 
reflecting Africa in its myriad 
facets and hues: the dizzying 
glare of the hot African sun, the 
blue haze of the mountains 
on the horizon, the stratagems 
and wiles of the creatures, both 
animal and human. Here are to 
be found tales as old as Africa 
itself, told around the evening 
fires since time immemorial, tales 
from the heritage of the San and 
the Khoi, original hunter-gatherers 
and first pastoralists, down to the 
imaginings of those who came 
from the sea in great ships with 
billowing sails.

THIRTY-TWO 

STORIES FROM 

ALL OVER 
AFRICA

Madiba Magic 100th Birthday Edition
Nelson Mandela

June 2018 | 192 pp
ISBN:  9780624084624

Nelson Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid 
revolutionary, politician and philanthropist who served as 
President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. Mandela served 
27 years in prison on Robben Island and was released in 
1990. He won South Africa’s first democratic election in 1994 
and became the first black president of the country.

ABOUT MANDELA

BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE (Martins Fontes), 

DUTCH RIGHTS (Lemniscaat), 

CHINESE RIGHTS (Hubei Science and 

Technology Press) AND 

UNITED STATES RIGHTS (WW Norton)

RIGHTS SOLD: 
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PICTURE BOOKS

THE ALL 
AFRICA 

WILDLIFE 
EXPRESS

Rosamund Haden and
Tony Pinchuck (ill.)

Rosamund Haden is perhaps best known for her debut 
novel The Tin Church. Ros has spent the last decade producing 
short stories, children’s books, teen novels and scripts for 
television. Aside from her writing Ros is co-founder and 
publisher at Cover2Cover Books and content developer for the 
FunDza Literacy Trust. Ros lives in Cape Town.

Tony Pinchuck is a Cape Town designer and artist. He was 
born in Johannesburg and lived in London for nearly 20 years, 
where he trained at the Bartlett School of Architecture and 
earned a living as a writer, cartoonist and illustrator. He wrote 
and illustrated the documentary comic books Mandela for 
Beginners and Medicine for Beginners. 

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR
When Elephant receives an 

invitation from the monkeys to 
a party at Coconut Bay he fires 
up his steam engine for an all 

African adventure.  

At each jungle station he calls 
the animals to join him on 

a rollicking trans-continental 
journey. Along the way they 

bicker, tell tales and play until 
they reach the magnificent 

gates of the Hotel Splendide 
where the monkeys are waiting 

with a huge surprise… 

The All Africa Wildlife Express
Rosamund Haden and Tony Pinchuck (ill.)

May 2017 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780624081302

Told in quirky rhyme with glorious, glowing illustrations. This book will 

enchant children with Africa’s fantasmagorical wildlife. 

 M.E.R.
Prize for 

Illustrated 
Children’s Books 

2018
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THE 
BLACKSMITH 

AND THE 
DRAGONFLY

Riana Louw,
Charles Siboto and

Christelle Lambrechts (ill.)

Ndiliswa dreams of becoming a 
warrior and the commander of 
the king’s army. But she is the 

daughter of a poor blacksmith, 
who makes spears just to get 

by. Prince Siyabulela has never 
been a soldier like his younger 
brother and his father fears that 
he won’t be a good king. When 

Siyabulela is transformed into 
a dragonfly by a wicked spell, it 
is up to Ndiliswa to defeat their 

enemies to save the prince.

Riana Louw was born and raised 
in Cape Town. She is currently 
living and working in Germany as a 
software engineer. She is passionate 
about equality in gender roles 
and racial representation in stories 
and toys for children. She enjoys 
managing the illustration projects for 
her short stories in her free time. 

Charles Siboto studied at 
the University of Johannesburg. 
He worked as an editor of 
children’s and youth literature 
for four years. He recently 
relocated to Germany with his 
wife, where he teaches English 
and works as a freelance editor, 
proof-reader and writer. 

Christelle Lambrechts is a 
background artist and creature 
designer for a mobile gaming 
company. She studied at Prestige 
Academy where she completed 
a diploma in 3D Design and 
Digital Animation. In her spare 
time, she enjoys working on 
illustrations for children’s books.

THE AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATOR

The Blacksmith and the Dragonfly 
Riana Louw, Charles Siboto and 
Christelle Lambrechts (ill.)
November 2018 | 48 pp
ISBN: 9780798178518
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Timbertwig’s New Adventures
Peet Ellison

July 2016 | 96 pp
ISBN: 9780798171502

TIMBERTWIG’S NEW 
ADVENTURES
Peet Ellison

Timbertwig lives with Granny Knot 
in Wiggly Wood. His best friend, 
Abigael the magic spider who 
lives in his hat, causes the silliest 
adventures whenever her spells 
don’t go exactly according to plan.  
Like when Abigael accidentally 
makes Timbertwig’s eyebrows 
disappear or shrinks Granny 
Knot smaller than the fleas in 
Professor Magnificat’s itchy circus. 
But sometimes things still turn 
out just right. When Timbertwig 
and Abigael discover a fallen star, 
they find a way to get her home, 
and with the help of their friends 
in Wiggly Wood they try to teach 
Pickle the ostrich to fly.

Timbertwig was one of the most 
popular characters to ever appear 
in the famous partwork Storyteller 
series published in many 
countries and languages all over 
the world. These four brand new 
Timbertwig stories, written and 
illustrated by the original creator, 
are more delightful and magical 
than ever!

Peet Ellison works as an illustrator of children’s and 
educational books. In the 1980s he enjoyed his first 
success with the adventures of Timbertwig, which were 
published in Storyteller magazine. Timbertwig would go on 
to be translated into many languages to entertain children 
across the world. Peet lives with his wife near Liverpool in 
the United Kingdom.

THE AUTHOR

RUSSIAN RIGHTS
 (Azbooka-Atticus)

RIGHTS SOLD: 

PICTURE BOOKS
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Marita van der Vyver published three novels for adolescents 
before her first adult novel, Griet skryf ’n sprokie, became a 
best-seller, winning the M-Net, Eugène Marais and ATKV Prizes 
in 1992. Since then she has been a full-time writer of fiction 
for readers of all ages. She has won several awards and is 
translated into more than ten languages.

Dale Blankenaar is a freelance 
art director and illustrator from 
Cape Town. Dale won the People’s 
Choice Award at the 2017 Golden 
Pinwheel Competition.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

Rhinocephants on the Roof
Marita van der Vyver and Dale Blankenaar (ill.)

March 2015 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780624069324

RHINOCEPHANTS 
ON THE ROOF

Marita van der Vyver and 
Dale Blankenaar (ill.)

Daniel was visiting Grandpa and Grandma. 
Grandpa read him a story about a brave 

soldier. Grandma sang him a song about 
a brave mouse running up a clock. Now 

Daniel had to sleep. But the bed didn’t feel 
as comfortable as his own bed. The room 
looked darker than his own room. And he 

heard a strange noise on the roof. It  
sounded like huge, heavy animals dancing 

and prancing around the chimney. 

“Grandpa!” Daniel cried. “Grandpa, I hear 
something on the roof!” 

“What do you hear, Daniel?” Grandpa asked. 
“I think it might be rhinocephants, Grandpa.  

A whole herd of rhinocephants.”

ITALIAN RIGHTS 
(Guido Tommasi Editore) AND 

NORWEGIAN RIGHTS  (Tekstgarden)

RIGHTS SOLD: 

IBBY 
Honour List 

(Illustrator) – 
New Zealand 

2016
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Zanri Kritzinger holds a B Com Marketing and 
IS Publishing Studies degree and started her 
publishing career at Via Afrika, then moved to Oxford 
University Press (SA) where she found specific 
delight in publishing creative materials focusing 
on the early childhood development phase. She 
currently lives in Barcelona, Spain.

Stephen Wallace is an award- 
winning illustrator and graphic designer. 
He has worked on projects for clients 
such as Kodak, Soviet Jeans and 
Duracell, and publishers Macmillan, 
Via Afrika, Lapa and OUP. He lives in 
Pretoria with his wife, Tammy.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

WHO 
ARE YOU, 
MR GOO? 

Zanri Kritzinger and 
Stephen Wallace (ill.)

Did you know that imaginary 
friends go to school? They 

learn who their human friend 
will be and how to be their 
best friend. Mr Goo is Ted’s 

imaginary friend, but Ted 
wants nothing to do with him! 

What to do? The fantasy world 
created by award-winning 
illustrator Stephen Wallace 
will delight little ones and 

teach them the value of good 
friends and working together 

to solve a problem.

Who are you, Mr Goo? 
 Zanri Kritzinger and Stephen Wallace (ill.)
September 2018 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780624085454

PICTURE BOOKS
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LEARN TO COUNT
Leon Rousseau and Karen Ahlschläger (ill.)

LEARN ABOUT COLOURS
Leon Rousseau and Karen Ahlschläger (ill.)

This colourful counting book teaches children about 
numbers in a fun way, as they learn to count from 

1 to 100. Children can be encouraged to count 
along as you point to each element and explore the 

beautiful scenes on each page together. 

The book is part of the Storiemuis series –  
perfect for pre-schoolers.  

This beautifully illustrated book teaches children 
about colours in a fun way. There are rhymes to 
learn and a story about the rainbow. Children can be 
encouraged to name the colours as you explore the 
beautiful scenes on each page together.

The book is part of the Storiemuis series –  
perfect for pre-schoolers.  

Ek leer tel
Leon Rousseau and Karen Ahlschläger (ill.)
August 2017 | 48 pp
ISBN: 9780798175920

Ek leer van kleure
Leon Rousseau and Karen Ahlschläger (ill.)
October 2017 | 24 pp
ISBN: 9780798175944

Leon Rousseau was born in Cape Town on 5 March 1931. 
In 1959 Rousseau and Koos Human started a publishing 
house called Human & Rousseau, which is today an imprint 
of NB Publishers and is still regarded as one of the most 
esteemed South African publishers. Leon Rousseau’s most 
famous work is Die groot verlange, a biography of Eugène 
Marais. Rousseau is also well-known for his Fritz Deelman 
series of youth novels and the bestselling Storieman series.

Karen Ahlschläger was born in East 
London. She studied graphic design, 
majoring in illustration. Karen lives on a 
working farm outside Cape Town on the 
West Coast of South Africa. The abundant 
plants, animals, birds and beauty of the 
surrounding landscape provide inspiration 
for many of her illustrations. 

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR
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Louise Smit lives in Cape Town. She is renowned for her very 
successful TV productions and was awarded three Artes Awards, 
The Star Tonight Award, The Prix Jeunesse and The Tokyo Prize. 
Louise is the South African author who has created the biggest 
number of original characters for children. Her characters have 
been loved for more than 40 years.

Johann Strauss has received four 
ATKV Awards for his work. He has 
also been awarded a Media24 Book 
Prize for In die land van Pamperlang. 
Johann lives in Pretoria.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

BENNIE BOOKWORM’S 
FAVOURITE FAIRYTALES 
Louise Smit and
Johann Strauss (ill.)

Many wonderful stories can be found in Bennie 
Bookworm’s big book of fairy tales that can 
only be unlocked by a very special key. Come 
listen to Bennie telling some of the world’s 
most loved tales: The Three Little Pigs, Jack 
and the Bean Stalk, Hansel and Gretel, The 
Ugly Duckling and Rumpelstiltskin. This book 
is perfect for bedtime reading.

Bennie Boekwurm se mooiste sprokies
Louise Smit and Johann Strauss (ill.)
October 2017 | 24 pp
ISBN: 9780798177238

OTHER
Bennie Bookworm

TITLES

ATKV 
Award 
2018
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Haas Das se nuuskas: Episode 6 
Louise Smit and Vian Oelofsen (ill.)
October 2018 | 72 pp
ISBN: 9780798177283

HAROLD HARE’S 
NEWSROOM: 

EPISODES 1 – 6
Louise Smit and Vian Oelofsen (ill.)

Every Tuesday night at six o’clock all the 
animals in the kingdom of Animal Land sit 
down to watch the news in the Bushveld. 

Harold Hare and his assistant Pete Mouse 
report on everything that happens in their 

African home. Get ready to be charmed 
and amused by the antics of this wacky 

newsreader and his friends, King Lion, Uncle 
Big Flap Elephant, Stinky Skunk, Sticks 

Meerkat, Mother Raven, Bettina Baboon,  
Rob Rabbit, Big Tai Tortoise, and many more.

These evergreen stories started as a popular 
television show in the 1970s and have been 

developed into a best-selling series of  
books for children, in print since 1976. 

Vian Oelofsen is a prolific children’s 
book illustrator. He has worked on many 
children’s books, comic strips, educational 
material and even corporate logos and 
label designs. But his love for the picture 
book has always been keenest.

THE ILLUSTRATOR

All the news we want to know, 
Harold Hare soon will show!
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Luan Serfontein is an illustrator living in 
Cape Town. He is also part of the team of 

the children’s programme, Lollos.

THE ILLUSTRATOR

KAREL CROW’S GUITAR
Louise Smit and Luan Serfontein (ill.)
Mama Crow knows her chick has a special 
talent for music. He can listen and copy many 
sounds. Day and night he sings, “Ha-ha-haa!” 
like the hadeda, “Tji-tji-choo” like the sunbird and 
like the dove, “Coo-coo-coo!”. It makes all the 
birds’ heads spin. They don’t know their own 
songs anymore! The whole forest is in chaos.  

Mama decides to leave and find a new home 
for them, where nobody would ever complain 
about her little Karel’s music again. A lovely 
picture book about one of Louise Smit’s  
most well-known characters from the   
Wielie Walie  series.

SAREL SEA MONSTER’S 
ADVENTURE
Louise Smit and Luan Serfontein (ill.)
Sarel Sea Monster wants to go on an adventure. 
But before he leaves, his grandma warns, 
“Remember your secret weapon. Sea monsters 
like us can blow out clouds of steam. It makes 
our enemies think we have fire inside us.” Sarel’s 
steam curls and furls into the air. But what will 
happen when he meets a sly wolf, a snake and 
a hungry vulture? A story about one of Louise 
Smit’s most loved characters from  Wielie Walie.

Sarel Seemonster se avontuur
Louise Smit and Luan Serfontein (ill.)
October 2017 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780798175517

Karel Kraai se kitaar
Louise Smit and Luan Serfontein (ill.) 
October 2017 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780798175494

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
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Liewe Heksie en die helikopter
Verna Vels and Vian Oelofsen (ill.)  
April 2018 | 32 pp
ISBN: 9780798177146

Charlie the Cat comes to visit Flower Land 
in his new helicopter. Everybody gets a 
turn for a ride – even King Rosebeard. 
But will Little Witch be able to help when 
Charlie and the king land themselves in 
big trouble? With simple text and beautiful 
illustrations, this picture book will entertain 
2-4 year-olds with one of Little Witch’s 
most popular adventures. Verna Vels’ Liewe 
Heksie books were the winners of all the 
major accolades for South African children’s 
books and have been favourite classics for 
more than 50 years.

Verna Vels (1933-2015) was involved in the radio and 
television industry for most of her professional life. It can 
only be said of a few people that they had a transformative 
influence on the readers of a language. Verna has been 
described as one of the great masters in the field of the 
Afrikaans children’s book.

THE AUTHOR

LITTLE WITCH AND 
THE HELICOPTER 
Verna Vels and Vian Oelofsen (ill.)

RUSSIAN RIGHTS
 (Azbooka-Atticus)

RIGHTS SOLD: 
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Mr Humperdinck’s 
Mysterious Manuscript
Wynand Louw
April 2017 | 280 pp
ISBN: 9780798174480

Wynand Louw is an ear, nose and throat specialist and lives in 
Cape Town. He also lectures at the Tygerberg Hospital Training 
Unit. In 2005 he received the M.E.R. prize for children’s fiction for 
Mr Humperdinck’s Wonderful Whatsit.

THE AUTHOR

MR HUMPERDINCK’S 
MYSTERIOUS MANUSCRIPT
Wynand Louw
Pete once again finds himself standing between 
the fairy kingdom and the forces of evil. A 
mysterious manuscript has been stolen from Mr 
Humperdinck’s documents and with a monstrous 
black shadow on his heels, Pete sets off on a 
crazy journey to find it.

This is the exciting sequel to Mr Humperdinck’s 
Wonderful Whatsit, the M.E.R. prize-winner for 
youth literature in 2005, by the author described as 
SA’s own J.K. Rowling (Cape Argus, 2005).

Elizabeth Wasserman, acclaimed author, 
recommends this series as “a great, visual read for 
a generation keen on video games and movies.”

Magic means anything may happen. And it does! 
In this frolicking adventure Pete, just an ordinary 
boy, finds himself in the kind of difficulties that can 
only be solved by a talking mouse, a VID (Very 
Important Dwarf) and a flying rubbish bin. He also 
has to confront his own values: friendship, honesty 
and loyalty. With a flying skateboard thrown into 
the deal, will Pete buckle under temptation or will 
he stick to his friends and save the day?

Mr Humperdinck’s Wonderful Whatsit
Wynand Louw
April 2017 | 287 pp
ISBN: 9780798174459

 M.E.R. 
Prize for 

Youth 
Literature

2005
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THE 
ADVENTURES 

OF ANNA ATOM
Elizabeth Wasserman

Elizabeth Wasserman is a pathologist in 
private practice and extraordinary professor in 
the Department of Medical Microbiology at the 
University of Stellenbosch. She contributed to 
Nuwe Kinderverseboek (Tafelberg, 2009) and 
is the author of the Dogtective William and the 
Elf dae series. Elizabeth and her family live in 
Welgedacht near Cape Town.

THE AUTHOR

Anna and her famous scientist parents 
live on an island in the Indian Ocean. 

While her parents are roped in to save 
the world (again), Anna finds a pirate’s 
dagger on her usual afternoon swim. 

This prompts her to start investigating 
the mysterious sunken treasure of the 

Chivonne. This book touches on family 
dynamics, computers, science, the extinct 
dodo, pirates, and has a strong ecological 

message. In the second part Admiral 
Atom’s scheming colleague tries to shift 

the magnetic poles of the Earth. But 
are his motives above suspicion? Anna 
becomes tangled in these complicated 
adult matters once again. Finally, Anna 
must foil an attack on the Earth’s very 
core, which could have unparalleled 

consequences for the planet.

“A combination of science fiction, scientific facts and adventure. It also makes 

a valuable contribution to environmental awareness, the identification of 

environmental issues and a reflection on the human-nature relationship.”

     – Henriëtte Loubser

The Adventures of Anna Atom
Elizabeth Wasserman
February 2017 | 240 pp
ISBN: 9780624077961
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THE 
LEGENDARY 

LUA VERWEY 
Dihanna Taute and
Theodore Key (ill.) 

Lua isn’t like any girl you know. 
She would rather spend time 

on her J-board than in front 
of a mirror or the TV. She’s 

also allergic to boys. Which is 
strange, because she has three 

brothers. And also because 
she wants to play cricket, even 
though she would be the only 

girl on the team. But the cricket 
team will be going on tour to 
the beach and Lua definitely 

needs a holiday away from  
her crazy family.

Die legendariese Lua Verwey
Dihanna Taute and Theodore Key (ill.)

May 2018 | 160 pp 
ISBN: 9780798176811

Dihanna Taute was born on 6 January 1983 in 
Welkom. She is the author of the popular Lehandi 
series, with titles like  Ek en Prins Donkerkuif  (2016). 
She was awarded an ATKV Award in Namibia in 2017. 
Dihanna and her husband recently relocated to New 
Zealand with their four children.

Theodore Key is an artist and illustrator 
living in Cape Town. His artwork is 
featured in the movie  Vir Altyd  and he 
has done book illustrations for various 
authors. He recently illustrated the  Jasper  
series by C.F. Beyers-Boshoff.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
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Edyth Bulbring attended 
the University of Cape Town 
where she completed a BA 
whilst editing the university 
newspaper, Varsity. Having 
worked as a journalist for fifteen 
years, including time spent as 
the political correspondent at 
The Sunday Times of South 
Africa covering the first ever 
democratic elections, Edyth 
moved into writing full time. 
She is the author of Pops & the 
Nearly Dead (Penguin, 2010) 
and The Club (Jonathan Ball, 
2008), as well as four young 
adult novels: The Summer of 
Toffie and Grummer (OUP), 
Cornelia Button and the Globe 
of Gamagion (Jacana), Melly, 
Mrs Ho and Me and Melly, 
Fatty and Me (Penguin SA) 
were published in the UK by 
Hot Key Books in 2013. She 
lives in Cape Town.

THE AUTHOR

Snitch 2: A Year of Relative Madness
Edyth Bulbring
May 2018 | 144 pp
ISBN: 9780624085430

SNITCH 2: A YEAR OF 
RELATIVE MADNESS 

Edyth Bulbring

SNITCH
Edyth Bulbring

Ben Smith has the perfect family, but in the sixteenth 
year of his life, everything changes. Ben’s world is pulled 
inside out, his love life turned upside down. Three things 

happen: A truck collides with a bus. A plane lands in 
Dubai, one passenger short. There is a vicious dog fight. 

Ben’s family circle suddenly grows by one, then by two 
and then by another. The sum of all these new family 

members should be three, right? Except everyone knows 
that two plus one relatives don’t make three, they make 

trouble. It’s a year of relative madness. 

13-year-old Ben Smith attends 
St David’s, where rugby is 
a compulsory sport. After 
the annual derby against 
Voortrekker in which a 
St David’s player is severely 
injured and rushed to hospital, 
Ben inadvertently catches a 
glimpse of a bottle labelled 
Methyltestosterone in the 
player’s tog bag. But when he 
is told “It’s just vitamins, OK?” 
by another team member, he 
remembers some references 
from the team’s Facebook 
pages and realises that it is 
steroids. What follows turns 
Ben’s life upside down.

Snitch
Edyth Bulbring
May 2016 | 144 pp
ISBN: 9780624077114

 M.E.R.
Prize for 

Youth 
Literature
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Emma en die Middernagman
Marianna Brandt

September 2018 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780798177245

Marianna Brandt is a well-known 
author of books such as Die geheim 
van die toringkamer, Die Stoutsterte: 
Van Texel tot Tafelbaai, Die 
Stoutsterte: Poot aan wal, Marcus 
Star Mouse/Markus Stermuis, 
Magrietjie Swaaiboude and Diva 
Veronica. She lives in Bellville. 

THE AUTHOR

EMMA 
AND THE 

MIDNIGHT 
MAN

Marianna Brandt

Kosterkloof’s new headmistress 
seems really nice. Emma especially 

loves her new teacher’s cat and 
her litter of kittens that come to live 
with them in the hostel. But who is 
the strange figure that appears in 
the garden at night to stroke the 

kittens? There are also two new girls 
in Emma’s class. They are gorgeous 
and very smart and they have all the 

boys wrapped around their fingers. 
Soon it looks like these newcomers 

are intent on causing trouble.

ALSO BY
Marianna Brandt
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THE CURSE OF FEAR BAY

CAMP FOR MONSTERS

WEB OF THE MUMMY 

Not long after the thirteen-year-old Miek moves to Fear Bay 
with his parents, strange things start to happen. Not only is this 
small coastal town constantly covered in creepy mist, but Miek 
is suddenly confronted with his biggest fear: a monstrous dog. 
It also looks like his new friends at school all carry their own 
secrets. Can it be true that all the teenagers in Fear Bay are 
being terrorised by nightmares?

Pippa has recurring nightmares about her biggest fear: spiders. 
Just before she leaves their farm in the Karoo to start a new 
school year in a hostel in Paarl, the mummified body of a girl 
is found in a crevice in the mountains on the farm. Could it be 
her father’s missing sister? And why does it feel like the mummy 
followed her to school?

According to Clayton’s father and his new girlfriend, Clayton is a 
delinquent. He is sent to an exclusive rehabilitation camp for teens, 
but it is not only the strict security and strange personnel that make 
it clear that something strange is going on. Clayton is terrified of the 
trees surrounding the camp and at night strange creatures roam the 
woods. And then some of the teens start to disappear… 

De Wet Hugo is a primary school teacher and 
has been working at a British International School 
in Saudi Arabia for the past seven years. He has 
published contributions in collections such as 
Rympies vir Pikkies en Peuters, Liedjies vir Pikkies 
en Peuters, Skrik op die lyf, Rympies vir Kleintjies 
en Kleuters and Skool is ’n riller.

Shân Fischer has a background in traditional 
and digital art. She worked on character and 
environment design for children’s educational 
games, before spending two years in Japan as 
a freelance artist and English teacher. Currently 
she is a freelance illustrator working in the 
publishing, animation and film industries.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

Grilgrypers 1: Die vloek van Vreesbaai 
De Wet Hugo and Shân Fischer (ill.) 

March 2018 | 120 pp
ISBN: 9780798176750

Grilgrypers 2: Web van die mummie 
De Wet Hugo and Shân Fischer (ill.) 

May 2018 | 128 pp
ISBN:9780798176736

Grilgrypers 3: Kamp vir monsters  
De Wet Hugo and Shân Fischer (ill.) 

July 2018 | 120 pp 
ISBN: 9780798176781

THE THRILLERS SERIES 
De Wet Hugo and Shân Fischer (ill.)
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Nina en die crazy klere 
Elizbè van der Colff and 
Chris Venter (ill.)
March 2018 | 128 pp 
ISBN: 9780624085447

Nina en die funky eksperiment 
Elizbè van der Colff and 
Chris Venter (ill.)
November 2017 | 168 pp
ISBN:  9780624084280

NINA AND THE CRAZY CLOTHES 
Elizbè van der Colff and Chris Venter (ill.) 

NINA AND THE FUNKY EXPERIMENT 
Elizbè van der Colff and Chris Venter (ill.) 

Nina and her best friend Jessie are attending the 
Exotic Experiments Expo. The experiments and 
inventions are mind-blowing. Nina has brought 

the magic cap along. The brilliant professor 
Crower might be able to shed some light on the 
cap’s powers – explaining how it works through 

science, perhaps. But then the cap disappears…

It is the fourth term and BFFs Nina and Jessie can’t 
wait for their school inter-house athletics meeting. 
Nina’s favourite event is the high jump, but the new girl 
in their grade is giving Nina a run for her money! Soon 
after Nina’s journalist father takes them along to visit 
the new sports drink factory in town, the two friends 
find themselves in a mystery involving a mad scientist, 
more frogs than they can handle, a pet rat and a few 
crazy zits . . .

Elizbè van der Colff is a qualified 
occupational therapist who lives in De 
Tijger, Cape Town, with her husband 
and three children. 

Chris Venter was awarded an ATKV Award in 2011 for his 
illustrations in Karla Krullebol (Lapa). He is also the illustrator 
of the Kas vol Monsters series, Moenie die knoppie druk nie 
and Die eensame krokodil. He lives near Cape Town.

THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
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ELEVEN DAYS ON AN ISLAND 
Elizabeth Wasserman

ELEVEN DAYS IN PARIS
Elizabeth Wasserman

Danika finally meets the man she knows only from 
an old photo: her father, ranger on Cousin island 
in the Seychelles. On her first night there she 
hears about a rich sheikh’s interest in developing 
the island. It is evident his interest is in mining, 
rather than ecotourism. What to do with this 
sensitive information? More acquaintances from 
Cape Town arrive out of the blue, and the scene is 
set for an unforgettable eleven days.

A study trip to Paris was the last thing Emma wanted 
for her 16th birthday! But her grandmother insisted 

on paying for the trip. Once there, Emma is soon 
intoxicated by the beauty of Paris. She cannot get 
enough of the art, music and architecture, brought 

to life by Madame Flaubert’s son Luc as her tour 
guide. But at the Musée d’Orsay she is locked in the 
museum after closing time, just as the statue of the 
satyr and bear cubs magically comes to life . . . and 
they have some startling information for Emma. She 

realises nothing that has happened before has been 
a coincidence. She is MEANT to be here. But why?

Elizabeth Wasserman is a pathologist in private practice and extraordinary professor in 
the Department of Medical Microbiology at the University of Stellenbosch. She contributed 
to Nuwe Kinderverseboek (Tafelberg, 2009) and is the author of the Speurhond Willem and 
Anna Atoom series. Elizabeth and her family live in Welgedacht, near Cape Town.

THE AUTHOR
Elf dae in Parys

Elizabeth Wasserman
August 2016 | 188 pp 
ISBN: 9780624077442

Elf dae op ’n eiland
Elizabeth Wasserman 
September 2018 | 248 pp
ISBN: 9780624085805

YOUNG ADULT
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YOUNG ADULT

WINGS 
FOR ALL
Marion Erskine
Dewald starts at a new school 
after his life is torn apart. Every new 
school has its challenges, and its 
bullies. And it’s not easy being a 
teenager with a sudden speech 
impediment. Dewald must stand up 
to the bullies to work through his 
own trauma and understand why 
his best friend never included him 
in the most important decision of 
her life.

Marion Erskine was born in Randfontein. He worked as a teacher in 
South Africa and Taiwan. His first novel, Oos, was a finalist in the “Ek is ’n 

skrywer!”-competition and  Donatello en Volksie  was published  in 2010.  
Marion is the creator of the popular Facebook group Lekkerleesboekrak 

and known for his radio dramas on RSG. He lives in Dubai.

THE AUTHOR

A heart-warming story about 

very topical teen issues: 

cyberbullies, sexuality and 

teen suicide. 

“Everybody should read this. Especially parents of teens, and teachers, have 

to read this book. For too long bullies have been tolerated in our society.”   

    – Dewald Koen, Litnet

Watch Marion Erskine’s 
worldwide campaign to 
stand up to bullies.

Vlerke vir almal
Marion Erskine

May 2017 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780798174510

ATKV 
Award 
2018
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Troula Goosen 
spent most of her 

adult life in the town 
of Riversdale, where 

she ran a successful 
interior design 

business. In 2008, 
after her husband’s 
life took a new turn, 

she decided to follow 
her writing dream 

and completed an 
online writing course. 
Spooksoene, her first 

novel for pre-teen 
readers, received an 
ATKV Award in 2015.

THE AUTHOR

Raaiselklip 
Troula Goosen
July 2018 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780798176699

THE SECRET STONE  
Troula Goosen

MOONLIGHT 
MERMAID
Troula Goosen

Gabriel wakes up  in a strange city with no 
recollection of how he got there. Was he really 

in Amsterdam just yesterday? To his surprise 
he finds himself in the Cape of Storms, the 
VOC’s old refreshment station – and in the 

graveyard there is a headstone with his name 
on it. The pretty slave girl Zytia tries to help him 

solve the mystery, but a Khoisan boy with a 
strange stone seems to haunt him. And Zytia’s 

mysterious mistress wants his head…

A gothic thriller set in 19th century Cape Town.

Kate’s dad cancels their trip 
to Durban after receiving a 
mysterious letter. Instead they 
travel to the farm where her 
dad grew up – a place Kate 
never knew existed until now. 
The eerie Karoo farm and its 
weird inhabitants give Kate 
the creeps. She is inexplicably 
drawn to the kloof behind the 
farmhouse. What lies behind 
the legend of a mermaid 
rumoured to inhabit the rivers 
of the Little Karoo? Part thriller, 
part mystery, this story is based 
on the legend of the Karoo 
mermaid and the theory of 
ancient aliens.

Maanlig-meermin
Troula Goosen

May 2017 | 128 pp
ISBN: 9780624082873
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BLIND 
SJAMBOK 

Riana Scheepers
Gideonette remembers the 

day she was born in the finest 
detail. How everyone said that 
they had no hope for the little 

bundle of bones. And how 
she decided that she would 

live and prove them all wrong. 
It is this quality that sets her 

apart during her childhood and 
adolescence: her fighting spirit. 
Even when catastrophes befall 

her family and people begin 
to whisper about the curse 

that hangs over them. Through 
this all, Gideonette strives for 
a better life and will have the 

reader cheering her on!

Riana Scheepers was born in Vryheid in KwaZulu-Natal on 9 December 1957. Her 
first published work was a volume of short stories in 1990 titled Die ding in die vuur, 
for which she was awarded the ATKV and FAK prizes. In 1992 she was awarded the 
Eugène Marais Prize for Dulle Griet. Her books have been bestsellers ever since.

THE AUTHOR

Blinde sambok 
Riana Scheepers

November 2013 | 128 pp 
ISBN: 9780624039808

Acclaimed South African film 
Meerkat Maantuig is based on 

this wonderful publication. 

YOUNG ADULT

SUMMER
Jaco Fouché
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SUMMER
Jaco Fouché

Jaco Fouché has worked as a journalist and 
a programmer. His tenure in London was the 
catalyst for his debut novel, Die ryk van die rawe, 
which was awarded the Eugène Marais Prize, 
and was a finalist for the M-Net Prize in 1997. He 
has written four adult novels, a collection of short 
stories and two novels for young adults. Jaco lives 
in Hermanus on the Cape Coast.

THE AUTHOR

This quiet but evocative coming-
of-age novel describes the 

friendship between two boys as 
they navigate the transition into 
adulthood during the summer 

vacation following their last year 
in high school. Maison, from the 
less-privileged neighbourhoods 

of Hermanus, and André, from 
the upper-class suburbs of 

this coastal town, discover that 
despite their different cultural 
backgrounds, they have a lot 

in common. Together they 
experiment with their newfound 

freedom – with girls, drinking, 
even vandalism – while dealing 
with their respective challenges 

at home. Both have to make 
choices for their future, but each 
of them are held back by difficult 

family relationships.

Somer
Jaco Fouché
February 2018 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780798175340
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Since the accident three years 
before it is every man for 

himself in the Vorster family 
home. Until their father decides 

to step in and take control –  
as a father should. Blou is 

nie ’n kleur nie is 16-year-old 
Vicky’s version of a family’s life 

engulfed in suburban angst 
and other baggage.

This book has strong themes 
of sexual abuse, alcoholism 

and dealing with loss. 

BLUE IS NOT 
A COLOUR

Carin Krahtz

Blou is nie ’n kleur nie
Carin Krahtz

November 2017 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780624081937

Carin Krahtz worked in the publishing industry in Cape Town before moving 
to Gauteng, where she worked as a journalist in the corporate sector and later 
obtained an education qualification from the University of South Africa.

THE AUTHOR

 M.E.R.
Prize for 

Youth 
Literature

2018

Sanlam 
Prize for Youth 

Literature 
Gold
2017

YOUNG ADULT



FOREIGN RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2018  |  www.nb.co.za 25

HAP
Lesley Beake
Lucy, a 16-year-old girl from 
New York, is recovering from 
a recent traumatic experience. 
She joins her father at the 
fictional Barclay Bay, on South 
Africa’s West Coast, where 
she slowly makes sense 
of her ordeal. Lucy cannot 
help but also be affected 
by the characters around 
her, including Hap, an early 
ancestor who lived in the 
area, and whose experiences 
Lucy, in a state of heightened 
emotion and perception, 
seems to sense. 

Lesley Beake has published almost 80 books. All her stories are set in Africa and are 
rich in African imagery and landscape. Lesley also has a wide portfolio of travel writing, 
radio broadcasting and website work. She currently manages and edits a website for 
San communities at www.kalaharipeoples.net.

Hap
Lesley Beake
November 2017 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780624081999

THE AUTHOR

A wise and touching story with contemporary 

themes of love, family and growing up.

Sanlam 
Prize for Youth 

Literature 
Gold
2017
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New Keepers
Jayne Bauling

November 2017 | 188 pp
ISBN: 9780624082026

NEW 
KEEPERS

Jayne Bauling
Jabz, from the poor margins of 

post-apocalypse city Gauzi, takes 
a motley crew of citizens from 

the city’s privileged Sprawll on a 
journey of exploration. Motivated 

by strange visions and messages 
he has received, Jabz and his 
crew must reach the mountain 

of his vision, where it will be 
revealed which one of the group 
will be the leader of the Wilders 
who will start a rebellion against 

the controlling City Minders.  

Jayne Bauling’s YA novels have been awarded the Macmillan Writer’s 
Prize for Africa and the Maskew Miller Longman Literature Award. Her 
Sanlam Prize winner Dreaming of Light is prescribed for Gr 11 English 
first Additional Language by the Department of Basic Education. She 
lives in Mpumalanga province.

THE AUTHOR

Sanlam 
Prize for Youth 

Literature 
Silver
2017

YOUNG ADULT
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Jan Vermeulen was born in Namibia. His 
debut work, Die laaste dans, was published in 
2008. This was followed by the Sanlam Prize 
winner Geraamtes dra nie klere nie, for which 
he was awarded the Scheepers Prize, M.E.R. 
Prize and an ATKV Prize. Jan and his wife 
Diana live in the Eastern Cape.

THE AUTHOR

KISS
Jan Vermeulen

Peet Rautenbach is Algoa 
High’s head boy. Intelligent 

and talented in art, music and 
debating, great things are 

expected of him. He is the 
apple of his parents’ eye and 

can’t put a foot wrong. But 
Peet has a dark secret: his 

obsession with a teacher, Miss 
Scarlett R Reynolds. Could 
she be reciprocating? It’s a 

dangerous path, and it could 
cost him his life. 

Soen
Jan Vermeulen
November 2017 | 172 pp
ISBN: 9780624081968

Sanlam 
Prize for Youth 

Literature 
Silver
2017



FOREIGN RIGHTS CATALOGUE 2018  |  www.nb.co.za28

Skadujagter 
Dihanna Taute

August 2018 | 160 pp
ISBN: 9780798177306

SHADOW 
HUNTER 
Dihanna Taute
17-year-old Heibrandt finds 
himself in a strange school, 
where he is constantly 
monitored by strict security. 
In group therapy sessions 
he is encouraged to share 
his life story. Gradually the 
nightmarish tale unfolds of 
how he came to be here – 
with a bandage covering a 
hole in his head. 

This gripping thriller about 
mental illness takes the 
reader on a nail-biting journey 
in which the borders between 
reality and delusion are 
constantly fading. 

Dihanna Taute was born on 6 January 1983 in Welkom. She is the author of 
the popular Lehandi series, with titles like  Ek en Prins Donkerkuif  (2016). She 
was awarded an ATKV Award in Namibia in 2017. Dihanna and her husband 
recently relocated to New Zealand with their 4 children.

THE AUTHOR

A unique psychological thriller that keeps you 

guessing to the very last page.

YOUNG ADULT
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CRACK 
Rouxnette Meiring

GASP
Rouxnette Meiring

In 2065 geo-engineers construct a virtual 
dome over Cape Town and it becomes 
||Hui !Gaeb. But in 2315 the cracks begin 
to show: cracks in the dome, but also 
seeping into the ultra-regulated society 
are influences from lands and peoples 
they fear. A group of young explorers 
travel to the world outside the dome to 
seek answers to their many questions. 
This crossover futuristic adventure will 
appeal to readers of fantasy. With its 
ecocritical slant it is sure to appeal to 
those readers interested in environmental 
issues, earth science and anthropology.

Kara wakes up in an Andromedan orbiting 
station. Kaleb and Mohlomi are reunited, but 

Mohlomi thinks Kara is dead. Ya-ya drops Kaleb 
and Mohlomi at one of the frightful Chinafrika 

worker farms. Meanwhile Amber has also fallen 
into a deep sleep. Mohlomi still carries the object 

they found at the sphinx. What is its power? 
Kara finds some of the sleeping parents on the 

station, but her mum isn’t there. She realises 
she’ll have to get back to Earth.

Rouxnette Meiring has qualifications in drama, 
film and media studies and environmental education 
(she is working towards a PhD in 2018). She has 
written for television and the stage. She lives in 
Fresnaye, Cape Town.

THE AUTHOR

Snak 
Rouxnette Meiring
October 2018 | 336 pp 
ISBN: 9780624085355

Kraak
Rouxnette Meiring

June 2018 | 208 pp
ISBN: 9780624085317

||HUI !GAEB SERIES 
Rouxnette Meiring
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YOUNG ADULT

THE PORTAL SERIES  
Nelia Engelbrecht

THE PORTAL 1: 
GUARDIANS

Nelia Engelbrecht

Nelia Engelbrecht works as a corporate writer 
and editor in the Institutional office of the North-West 
University’s Potchefstroom campus. She started writing 
short stories and romance novels in 1994. In 2009 
her youth novel Pandora se boks (Pandora’s Box) 
was awarded the ATKV Children’s Book Prize and the 
Scheepers Prize for Youth Literature. 

THE AUTHOR

At her grandfather’s funeral Kali 
is drawn to an unknown guest: a 

hunched, dishevelled old lady who 
takes Kali’s hands and tells her: “The 
portal is open. You know, you see … 

just like me.” 

Following the disappearance of 
a number of females from the 

town, Kali and her group of friends 
become aware of their descent 

as Guardians of the Portal. But the 
disappearances indicate the Portal 

has been breached, and the next 
generation of Guardian Warriors are 

inducted into the Order of Guardians. 
In Book 1 they learn the rules of the 

Order and hone their Powers.

 Die Poort 1: Bewakers  
Nelia Engelbrecht
July 2016 | 144 pp  
ISBN: 9780624077473
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 Die Poort 2: Reisigers  
Nelia Engelbrecht

October 2016 | 168 pp  
ISBN: 780624077503

 Die Poort 3: Helers  
Nelia Engelbrecht

February 2017 | 168 pp  
ISBN: 9780624077534

 Die Poort 4: Krygers  
Nelia Engelbrecht

June 2107 | 168 pp  
ISBN: 9780624077565

THE PORTAL 2: TRAVELERS 
Nelia Engelbrecht

THE PORTAL 3: HEALERS 
Nelia Engelbrecht

THE PORTAL 4: WARRIORS 
Nelia Engelbrecht

In the second book, Tara’s mum is abducted. Kali, 
Nomsa and Leonardo travel through the Portal to 
save her. 

In Book 3 Kali and the Guardians travel to Italy, 
where Leonardo’s family governs the island of 
Poveglia, stronghold of Guardians through the ages. 
Kali and Zak’s relationship is strained as Kali and 
Leonardo spend more time together. 

The series ends in mystical Ireland. Kali triumphs 
as she leads her friends in the final battle against 
Chanda Mundia. But victory comes at a price.
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