
RIGHTS 
CATALOGUE

20182019



Tinatin Mamulashvili: CEO

tina@sulakauri.ge

Tata Chkhaidze: Publishing Manager  (General)

tata@sulakauri.ge 

Limeri Grigolia: Publishing Manager   (Contemporary Fiction, Modern Classics, YA, Graphic Novels)

luka@sulakauri.ge 

Ketevan Jakeli: Publishing Manager   (Children's Fiction)

ketevan@sulakauri.ge 

Ana Turmanidze: Publishing Manager  (Non-fiction, Fiction,  Illustrated Children’s Books)

a.turmanidze@sulakauri.ge 

Tinatin Kukhianidze: Sales Manager

tinak@sulakauri.ge 



1

Contemporary Georgian Fiction 2

New Titles 37

Modern Classics 41

Non-Fiction 46

Cookbooks 48

Illustrated Books 52

Sulakauri Publishing was founded in 1999 as a small 

independent publishing house, but after years of hard work 

it gained a well-deserved reputation and nowadays stands 

as the leading publisher in Georgia. The invariable priority 

for the publishing team is to provide valuable, high-quality, 

timeless and timely books for Georgian readers. Sulakauri 

publishing offers the widest range of publications, covering 

the interests of all age groups. Apart from providing high 

quality translations, Sulakauri publishing actively publishes 

contemporary Georgian literature. We seek and support new 

talents and keep publishing the most prominent authors,

For acquiring rights, please contact  

Ms. Maka Shulaia

 m.shulaia@sulakauri.ge

 +995 32 91 09 54
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ILIAUNI Award 
Mameluke (Best novel of the year, 2010)

SABA Award 
obOlé (Best novel of the year, 2012)

Maid in Tiflis (Best novel of the year, 2008)

Venera’s Dream (Best novel of the year, 2006)

Santa Esperanza (Best novel of the year, 2005)

Your Adventure (Best novel of the year, 2003)

AKA
MORCHILADZE

(born in 1966)

Arguably the biggest name in contemporary Georgian literature, 
historian Giorgi Akhvlediani chose Aka Morchiladze as his penname. 

His debut novel “Journey to Karabakh” (1992) led to his success. He 
was immediately named as a brilliant storyteller by critics and the 

media and since then he keeps that status. Morchiladze also was an 
extremely popular sport-columnist in the 1990’s. In the early 2000’s he 

also was a TV host of the program “Unknown Georgia” at 
Georgia’s #1 public broadcaster. Currently he lives 

in London which allows him to see, analyze, 
describe and illustrate Georgian phenomena 

from an outsider’s point of view as well 
from the very center of the culture.

Morchiladze is being considered as 
“many writers” as he believes that 
writers have no style but seperate 

books have. So his works which 
count more than 20 novels are 

narrated by the 19th century 
Georgian nobleman and 90’s urban 

junkie slang as well as by Soviet 
propaganda-spreading academics 

and old, sweet village people. His 
novels are easily adaptable into 
feature movies and stage plays.
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Contemporary Georgian Fiction

Cupid at The Kremlin Wall (2018)
The Soviet Union, late 1930’s, a retired secret policeman (a.k.a 
chekist) Mr. Retinger is arrested in Tbilisi and no one knows if he is 
imprisoned, sent to Siberia, Spain or somewhere else. His wife, a 
well-known revolutionist and suffragist Musya Eristavi has no other 
option but to travel directly to Kremlin, Moscow. She sends a 
telegram to her old friend Joseph Stalin, informing him that she’s 
on her way to rescue her innocent husband. In his early years 
Stalin was hiding at Musya’s place and now the kindness must 
be paid back. 

The three-day journey in an isolated train of the isolated Soviet 
Union is chaotic, full of fear, stress and unexpected relations. 
Musya is surrounded by agents and we only know that she will 
definitly reach the Kremlin but from there her fate is unknown.

Cupid at the Kremlin Wall, which is the first book of the 
forthcoming Cupid Trilogy is a perfect illustration of struggle of 
a rebelious soul during the Soviet time where even hoping for 
justice was hopeless. With his master writing, Aka Morchiladze 
perfectly awakened the past which left a massive legacy in 
every post-Soviet society. 

Number of Pages: 332
Number of Words: ~60,000
Dimensions: 135 x 195

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

REVIEWS:

“Great Novel. A Testament.” 
© Indigo Magazine

“Masterclass of awakening the epoch.” 
© Beka Adamashvili (writer)

“An unique anti-adventue” 
© Archil Kikodze (writer)

“It’s not about the Kremlin, it’s about love. One will find out if she loves herself, her husbend or Stalin” 
© Aka Morchiladze
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Aka Morchiladze

Journey to Karabakh (1992)
The book neither tells the story of a conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia, 
nor represents a travel diary; it is narrated by a young George who accompanies 
his friend to the Karabakh conflict zone on a dangerous quest to procure cheap 
drugs. He is taken prisoner first by the Azeris and afterwards by the Armenians. 
But does the protagonist strive to really escape from his captivity? Experiencing 
constant pressure at home, from his family and relatives, the former prisoner of the 
Georgian social order does not regret coming to the strange place, in the middle 
of a war, surrounded by armed forces. Since the end of the Georgian civil war, 
para-military groups ceaselessly roamed the streets of Tbilisi. For George there 
is nothing left to go back to, except his father who is on the brink of becoming 
a drunkard, and a pregnant girlfriend, who is rejected by his family due to her 
humble background. 
What is freedom after all? Can it be perceived as a process, as a feeling?  
Or maybe as neither? Throughout the novel the question of freedom and captivity 
is the main concern of the young man who is, finally, able to escape. 

“What Morchiladze’s novel has probably set in the minds of its readers is the 
idea of the Caucasus region as a space of political and cultural absurdity.” 
Süddeutsche Zeitung

RIGHTS SOLD
Albanian (Shkupi) Arabic (Kotob Khan) Bulgarian (Arka) Croatian (Hena) 
English (Dalkey Archive Press) German (Weidle Verlag) Italian (Del 
Vecchio Editore) Macedonian (Antolog) Serbian (Dereta) Ukrainian 
(Family Leisure Club) 

Number of Pages: 188
Number of Words: ~28,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Aka Morchiladze

obOlé - The Orphan Flintlock (2011)
Irakli, a playwright living an urban routine in Tbilisi, suddenly receives a call from his 
hometown saying that the roof of his ancestral house is damaged and requires a 
repair. While exploring the damage in the attic of the house he comes across a 
beautifully crafted flinlock, a family heirloom nicknamed obOlé after a Georgian 
word for an “orphan” because of a simple reason - the gun cannot fire; but 
legends say that it saved its owner during the wartime. Day by day Irakli’s long-
forgotten childhood memories and the history of his province awakes and he 
struggles not to be lost between the reality and dreams.
In the meanwhile locals team up with the province police; a noble criminal lady 
Madone is expected to show up at her father’s burial to mourn her loss. As she will 
not come alone, shooting is expected.
obOlé is the book of symbols where the author mocks modern-day pseudo-
heroism too. While it broadly overviews the culture and customs, attitudes and 
rituals of the mountanious regions, it keeps the detective storyline on each and 
every page. 

“This is a book from which the portrait of Georgia is re-born. The portrait at the turn 
where we stand for the last years.” Liberali Magazine 

RIGHTS SOLD
Azerbaijanian (Qanun Publishing) German (Mitteldeutscher Verlag) Italian 
(Del Vecchio Editore)

Number of Pages: 260
Number of Words: ~46,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

The Best Georgian 
Novel of 2011

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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The Best Georgian 
Novel of 2004

Aka Morchiladze

Santa Esperanza (2004)
This literary masterpiece transports the reader into a world that is sometimes 
ironically amusing, sometimes slightly melancholic, but always fascinating – 
the imaginary Santa Esperanza Islands in the Black Sea where the Georgians, 
Genoese, Ottomans and British have left their mark. People who settled in these 
places developed their own traditions, laws and customs in order to cunningly 
defy the constant stream of conquerors who seek to overrun their beloved patch 
of earth.
And the aged Agatia, a descendant of the former ruler, fails to bring peace. From 
countless fragments - myths and legends, ancient chronicles, diary entries, love 
stories, bottle letters, but also e-mails, newspaper articles and travelogues as well 
as all sorts of literary allusions from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet to the brothers 
Cain and Abel to Stevenson’s Treasure Island.
In the novel of 36 issues, the reader can “whirl around” as he pleases. They can be 
read in any order, and yet they always come together like a puzzle. 

“There are not many book which push readers to talk not only about its value but 
also its role in Georgian literature. Santa Esperanza is the one.” Radio Liberty 

“Aka Morchiladze, a writer from Georgia is to be discovered, tells very worldly, 
but also literary advances of the Caucasian confusion.” Jan Wiele, Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung 

RIGHTS SOLD
Bulgarian (Paradox) German (Mitteldeutscher Verlag) Turkish (Alfa)

Aka Morchiladze

The Secret Keepers’s Belt (2008)
At the royal court of Santa Esperanza there had since time immemorial been a 
secret keeper. He wore a belt in the secret pockets of which the king’s documents 
and letters were kept safe. However, the belt of the last secret keeper contained 
not papers but costly jewels that had allegedly been stolen from Georgia. The belt 
is kept in a monastery on Santa Esperanza from where, one summer, it is stolen. But 
the thieves fail in their attempt to take the belt out of the country. 

“A pure crash of the unknown and real worlds. But the thing is that the irreal world 
in this novel is more real than the Georgia itself.” Arili Literary Magazine 

RIGHTS SOLD
Turkish (Alfa)

Number of Pages: 768
Number of Words: ~190,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 344
Number of Words: ~60,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

SEQUEL

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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Aka Morchiladze

The Shadow on the Road (2014)
The writer is describing the Soviet period in Georgia, beginning with the Stalin’s 
times and ending with the 1990s. He surveys the period in a very interesting way, 
decade by decade, examining the changes that occurred. The reader is given a 
vivid picture of a whole epoch, with its past lived in the shadows and with many 
unknown stories and events ‘that went on beyond the shadows’. 

“A feuilleton text that picks up on profound and complex topics in a seemingly 
easy way.” Thomas Völkner, Hamburger Lokalradio, Program »Black on White« 

This funny book is a very important archive with its distinguish a concept where we 
can see the reasons why Soviet Georgia had such outlook.” Intermedia 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Mitteldeutscher Verlag) 

Aka Morchiladze

Georgian Notebooks (2013)
15 chapters with a graphic account of the 19th-century Tbilisi, the place and 
period which Morchiladze revels in, knowing it inside out and indeed in which he 
would live if he had a choice. It is a colorful time; the time when the first opera 
house is being built, Shakespeare is being translated; the first Georgian-language 
newspapers are being published. The book ends with the Red Army’s invasion of 
Georgia, the surrender of Tbilisi and the uprising. 
This is not a factual narrative with dates and sources: the author chats to us, using 
association and telling us about what seems noteworthy and important to him 
and what has left an impression on him because, ultimately, nothing is important 
unless it leaves a trace forever in our hearts. 

Number of Pages: 264
Number of Words: ~40,000
Dimensions: 160 X 230

SEQUEL

Number of Pages: 216
Number of Words: ~40,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Non-fiction by Aka Morchiladze
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Contemporary Georgian Fiction

Aka Morchiladze

Of Old Hearts and Sword (2007)
A young Georgian nobleman Baduna is a victim of a certain misunderstanding, 
echoed through the state of Georgia being colonized by the Russian Empire. He 
killed a Russian officer, and after his time in jail returns home and immediately starts 
to look for his deaf and dumb brother Tedia who left some days before. 
Baduna travels from Tiflis to the West searching for his brother while the Russian 
police still pursue him across the country. 
Baduna resembles a classical tragic hero, risking everything without knowing what 
awaits him at the end. 

“A murderer, harrasser, kidnapper, robber, traumatized autist, servant of the 
occupant, patologicaly jealous foreign soldier who hates Georgians – these are 
the few characters of the book and one must say that we can support each of 
them. Morchiladze awakes social realies of the epoch.” Arili Literary Magazine 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Mitteldeutscher Verlag) Swedish (2244) Ukrainian (Calvaria)

Number of Pages: 152
Number of Words: ~22,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Aka Morchiladze

Maid in Tiflis (2007)
Mogela lives in the old part of Tbilisi together with his mother in an old house full of 
books collected by his late bibliophile grandfather. Despite being the owner of a 
great library, Mogela never reads the books, spending most of his time smoking 
marijuana and dreaming. His friend Leviko lives in the most prestigious district of 
Tbilisi and often borrows books from Mogela.
One day Mogela leaves for the Netherlands and returns only after two years. He 
finds out that his friend Leviko has died under very strange circumstances. He also 
gets to know that just before his death Leviko returned the book from Mogela’s 
grandfather’s collection he borrowed a few years ago. On the title page he sees 
five different telephone numbers and Mogela remembers what Leviko told him 
half seriously, half in jest two years ago: “I will die before you return, so I will leave 
a telephone number of one of my exes. Call her and tell her that I’m dead. She’ll 
come to cry on my grave. That’s all…” 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Mitteldeutscher Verlag) The Best Georgian Novel of 2007

Number of Pages: 476
Number of Words: ~90,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Aka Morchiladze

Mameluke (2009)
When the Soviet Union collapsed together with the entire system, young Beso starts 
a friendship with Islam Sultanov, the last Khan of a tiny country in the Far East.
After a while Islam returns to reclaim his country and years pass without any 
information about him. One day Beso is told that in his will Islam named him as his 
sole heir. Beso leaves his family and sets off to get “his country” back. Just like a 
Mameluke, he goes away to get someone else’s homeland back, hoping one day 
he’ll regain his own country. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Weidle Verlag) The Best Georgian Novel of 2009

Number of Pages: 132
Number of Words: ~18,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195
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ILIAUNI Award 
The Southern Elephant (Best novel of the year, 2017)

SAGURAMO Award 
The Southern Elephant (Best novel of the year, 2017)

LITERA Prize 
The Southern Elephant (Best novel of the year, 2017)

SABA Award 
The Story of a Man and a Bird (Best short story collection of the year, 2014)

GALA Award 
Cozy (Best book of the year, 2008)

TBILISI BOOK FAIR Prize 
The Deer and The Lemonade (Best debut of the year, 2002)

ARCHIL
KIKODZE

(born in 1972)

Writer, actor, wildlife guide, photographer and birdwatcher, Archil 
Kikodze stands as one of the major names in contemporary 

Georgian literature. He was graduated from Tbilisi State University, 
Faculty of Oriental Studies. Later he also learned the profession of 

cameraman and screenwriter at Tbilisi State Institute of Theatre 
and Cinema. Kikodze started writing in late 90’s and for 

almost 20 years he was only writing short stories and 
guidebooks. He published his first novel in 2016 

which lead him to an immense success.

In his writings Kikodze perfectly 
demonstrates the visible and inner 

beauties and scars of Georgian society 
and its relationships. Dialogues 

between generations, traveling, 
looking for unanswered questions 

and many others are the subjects of 
his literature. Most of his works are 

narrated via stream of consciousness.
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The Southern Elephant (2016)
The Southern Elephant is one of the best Georgian novels of the 
21st century. It has two main characters, the narrator and his 
friend Tazo, both victims of school bullying in their early years. 
They dreamt about becoming movie directors but their lives 
took a wrong turn: After not taking action to save a child, Tazo 
became a victim of his conscience and turned into an introvert 
who hasn’t left home for quite long. Meanwhile, the narrator 
directed one very successful film, but after a fatal accident 
while shooting another movie, he gave up directing. 

The whole novel happens in one day: Tazo asks the narrator 
to allow him to stay at his apartment with his new crush and 
the narrator leaves home. Without any purpose he walks in the 
streets of Tbilisi and starts reflecting on his whole life. He tries to 
watch every moment in his life from a different angle. So the 
novel transforms from the history of one man to the history of the 
independent Georgia. 

This is the novel about moral dilemmas and how to stay and 
survive as human - yet it doesn’t advise. In the last pages 
Kikodze performs an “ugly” version of a happy-end and that 
makes the whole novel candid and sincere. 

Number of Pages: 276
Number of Words: ~50,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“the novel our city was waiting for so long.”  
© Levan Berdzenishvili, philologist

“In contemporary Georgian fiction The Southern Elephant manages to catch “Zeitgeist” as perfectly as 
no other novel can.” 
© Zaal Andronikashvili, literary critic

“That’s it! That’s The Southern Elephant – the story of the generation that faced a terrible monster in a 
dead-end.” 
© Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili, writer

“phenomenally interesting text. Kikodze wrote subtle and suggestive novel which seems to be 
incomparable in contemporary Georgian literature.” 
© Nikoloz Agladze, literary critic

RIGHTS SOLD
Azerbaijanian (Qanun Publishing) Bulgarian (Agata-A Press) German (Ullstein Buchverlage) 
Polish (Pogranicze) Romanian (Editura Minerva)

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

The Best Georgian Novel of 2016
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SABA Award
Anestesia (Best debut of the year 2011)

EKATERINE
TOGONIDZE

(born in 1981)

A former journalist and TV anchor Ekaterine Togonidze made 
her debut in 2011 and was widely acclaimed as one of the most 

interesting new voice in contemporary Georgian literature. 
Currently, Ekaterine is a trainer in PR school certificate 

courses. Besides writing and teaching, she 
video-blogs for various media channels and 

works as Marketing and PR manager in 
the Georgian-American University. 
Togonidze is involved in projects of 

social responsibility and cooperates 
with several NGOs protecting 

rights of people with disabilities. 

Her writing topics are defined 
by her work; Most of her 

characters are people with 
disabilities who are fighting for 

their rights. She mostly writes 
about women who live in a 
very intolerant society and 
often are victims of abuse.
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Asynchrony (2013)
The American conjoined twins are the archetypes of the main 
characters: Lina and Diana, who are isolated from society by their 
grandmother, are being told that there is nothing for them beyond 
their confines. The twins are ashamed of their body and both of them 
endlessly question the reason they were born. But the answer remains 
hidden and they are even unable to decide whether they are two 
people or just one. Or should that be one-and-a half?

In a parallel storyline, Professor Rostom Morchiladze is asked by the 
mortuary to come and identify a body. He thinks that there has been a 
mistake because he didn’t even know that he had children – the mother 
of the twins died after giving birth and hadn’t told him anything of her 
pregnancy. After their grandmother’s death there is a danger of the girls 
dying of hunger as a result of their isolation. But soon a flood destroys their 
house and Lina and Diana become the unwilling “stars” of the TV news 
as the only survivors of the natural catastrophe. 

Hurricane Margot (2017)
Hurricane Margot is the latest novel by Ekaterine Togonidze. The story is set around 
young Margot from a rural, strictly patriarchal village. She thinks she is happily 
married to a man who is deeply in love with her; but soon after she realizes that 
the reality is different. Her ambiguous affair with a French lecturer drives her 
husband mad and leads him to crime. But the real tragedy for Margot is that she is 
a victim, victim of love, harassment and society. 

Every time someone acts violently toward her, in another part of the world a 
Hurricane named Margot destroys everything around it.

Number of Pages: 128
Number of Words: ~18,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“Togonidze skillfully shows the fact that disabled people are virtually hidden - in the street scene they 
simply do not exist - that makes them the starting point of the narrative, on the one hand introspective, 
but on the other hand also authorial.” 
© Faust Kultur 

REVIEWS:

“This is the masterpiece about the enigmatic balance of mankind and cosmos..”  
© Levan Berdzenishvili, philologist

RIGHTS SOLD
French (Vents d’ailleurs) German (Septime Verlag) 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Septime Verlag)

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

Number of Pages: 160
Number of Words: ~24,000
Dimensions 135 x 195
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EU Prize
Lysistrata (2014)

BBC International Radioplay Contest
The Navigator (Best International Radioplay, 2013)

UK Royal Court Prize
The President Came to US (Best Play of the year, 2014)

DURUJI Prize
The Navigator (Best Play of the year, 2012)

SABA Award
The Navigator (Best Play of the year, 2013)

Naphthalene (Best Play of the year, 2009)

The Golden Age (The Best Novel of the year, 2007)

Nugzar and Mephistopheles (Best Play of the year, 2004)

LASHA 
BUGADZE

(born in 1977)

Bugadze is one of the writers Sulakauri cooperates with since 1998. In his 
early 20’s Bugadze’s name was spread all over the country after reading 

of his short story “The First Russian” at the Georgian Parliament. As it 
described the failure of the first sexual experience of a Georgian saint, a 

wave of threats flowed to the author from church and society. Religious 
leaders called Bugadze to the residence of the Patriarch and told him 

that he would be excommunicated from the Georgian Orthodox 
Church and rejected by a number of people if he did 

not apologize publically for his work. From time to 
time he received death threats from unknown 

persons. Many politicians in Parliament 
emanded to activate censorship in Georgia 

to avoidi the publication of such stories.

The incident greatly defined the themes 
of Bugadze’s works; Censorship, Soviet 

inertia in post-Soviet states, adultery 
and the flaws of Georgian mentality 

are the main topics of the writer who 
maintains a never-ending sense of 

humor within the tragedy.
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Little Country (2017)
Based on a true story, the novel is narrated by the author-
protagonist, whose short story was demanded to be 
banned by the parliament in 2002 and who was almost 
excommunicated by the Orthodox Church of Georgia.

At the turn of the new century the country is headed by the 
aging Eduard Shevardnadze, the former Foreign Minister of the 
USSR and now the President of independent Georgia. The main 
demand is to change the government, which entails total 
changes – in a way the change of government is assumed to 
carry the power of changing destiny itself.

The author-protagonist publishes a story in a literary magazine 
of a modest circulation. The satirical story is about the 
legendary queen Tamar of the 13th century, or rather about 
her unfortunate marriage to Yuri, the Russian prince, who 
demonstrated inappropriate habits at their wedding night, 
absolutely unfit for a royal descendant. 

Several months later, some MPs demanded that the author 
should be punished, insisting on introduction of censorship. 
In their opinion, the young author had insulted the national 
history and stained the name of the most revered queen. 

If in the beginning the scandal seemed somewhat entertaining 
for the 23-year old author, his girlfriend and friends, later on 
it became rather tedious, even oppressive. Politicians and 
the media got actively involved in the scandal, using it to 
manipulate the public opinion, applying various methods at 
their disposal. 

Number of Pages: 502
Number of Words: ~120,000
Dimensions 145 x 215

REVIEWS:

“Bugadze describes post-Soviet Georgia which still have Soviet heritage but in the novel this heritage 
starts to affect various institutions. ”  
© INDIGO Magazine

“Deadly doze of self-irony.” 
© Davit Gabunia (playwright)

“The whole novel is about paradigms, it’s about the youngster who has right to be free and to either 
compromise or not.” 
© Rustavi 2 channel

“This is the three-decade history of our country. And the real history is not in school textbooks but in 
fiction like this.” 
© Dato Gorgiladze (writer)

RIGHTS SOLD
Azerbaijanian (Qanun Publishing) German (Frankfurter Verlagsanstalt) 

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

The Best Georgian Novel of 2017
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Lasha Bugadze

A literary association has invited unknown and mediocre writers of various 
nationalities to a seminar. The narrative of the novel follows the train as it travels 
through Europe. The novel describes the self-absorption of the authors and their 
inability to communicate with each other. They are portrayed as inward looking 
and disinterested in their fellow travelers’ works. The novel speculates on the 
subject of literature and unsuccessful writing.
The main character of the story is a Georgian author. At the heart of the novel is a 
love story between him and his Polish translator’s wife. However, their romance is 
as unsuccessful as the protagonist’s attempts at literary success. At the end of the 
fascinating journey through Europe we discover that all the authors participating 
in the seminar are writing their new books about the Literature Express.
The Literature Express is about literature and writers, but also subtly reflects the 
tragedy of a Georgian man who cannot integrate into the European society 
because of his mentality. 

“The Turbulent Novel” Neue Zürcher Zeitung 

“The experimental set-up  of The Literature Express is not so much about literature 
as it is about cultivating various neuroses, vanities, patriotic sensitivities and 
personal aversions.” FixPoetry 

“Lasha Bugadze has written an extraordinarily enjoyable book. With the depth and 
a view of a Europe that looks like a show event in The Literature Express. Everyone 
wants to be there, but only cares about their (national) peculiarity. The author 
describes with gentle irony that politics or poetry sometimes, but love always 
produces a good story.” Deutschlandfunk Kultur 

RIGHTS SOLD
Albanian (Fan Noli) Arabic (Al Kotob Khan) English (Dalkey Archive Press) 
German (Frankfurter Verlagsanstalt) Greek (Koukounari) Macedonian 
(Prozart) Swedish (Articulate Press)

Number of Pages: 318
Number of Words: ~58,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Lasha Bugadze

The Last Day of School (2004)
Ever since his first novel, Lasha Bugadze’s narrative skill and in particular his unique 
humour shine. The Last Day of School tells the story of a group of high-school 
leavers in Tbilisi: students from backgrounds of varying degrees of stability who 
have dreams of varying degrees of craziness for the future. There is a female 
student Nincho who is in love with the 21-year-old violent criminal Nadrikucha. 
Her classmate Demuri, who takes on aliases to no avail in his search for a more 
macho-sounding name, has no chance of winning her favour. Demuri in turn is 
blind to Nutsiko, who can do nothing but vent her anger in elaborate secret rituals. 
The Tbilisi cosmos, in which everyone knows everyone else, in which tradition 
clashes with modernity and the Georgian version of the Mafia is part of everyday 
life, builds up the action and takes it to extremes, bringing things to a firework-like 
climax. A great pleasure to read, with moments of shock.

Number of Pages: 192
Number of Words: ~55,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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Lasha Bugadze

Lucrecia515 (2013)
“There is no sex in the Soviet Union” – the phrase became extremely popular in the 
USSR after a young woman said it during the US-USSR TV bridge show. Sex was a 
“closed” issue, and the attitude has been adopted in the Post-Soviet period with 
inertia.
The protagonist of the novel is Sandro, a representative of the 1990s generation. 
He is a married Don Juan who puts a lot of effort and enthusiasm into 
compensating for the years devoid of sex. He very much resembles Leporello’s 
Don Giovanni in that he keeps a list of women with a description of their socio-
psychological traits. He has divided women as those who want to get married, 
those who are fatally stubborn, who prefer to live in the past, those who fail to 
build their career and those who fall under the category of easy-to-get. 
Sandro’s problems start when Anna appears in his life. She is somewhat similar to 
him, an aggressive and ambivalent character - his double, in a sense. In her words, 
in the beginning she treats their affair light-heartedly, but with time she finds herself 
deeply involved in the neurotic routine of their relationship. 
When Sandro’s wife doubts his fidelity, she hacks her husband’s private email and 
discovers her archenemy Anna and starts a correspondence with her in Sandro’s 
name. 

“Ruthless and selfless, satirical and very funny: Bugadze has talent a for the 
humorous and a sense of the absurd.“ Der Tagesspiegel 

“Lucrecia515 tells about the crisis of relationships between people. The doubles 
are replacing the humans in relationships.” Gogi Gvakharia (writer, art-critic) 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Frankfurter Verlagsanstalt)

Number of Pages: 246
Number of Words: ~45,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Lasha Bugadze

Feeling Incomplete (2018)
The novel describes the reality happening only in the Facebook social network. 
Love and conflicts, friendship and everyday routine, family business, death and 
scandals have a different look in the digital world and never reflect the real image 
happening outside it. And as soon as someone deactivates the digital profile, it 
goes unnoticed even in real life. 
Feeling Incomplete is the novel about hysterical will of self-realization and having 
audience and about the impossibility of being alone.

Number of Pages: 198
Number of Words: ~28,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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TEMUR
BABLUANI

(born in 1948)

An acclaimed Georgian film director, script writer and actor from 
mountainous Svanetian village. In 1979 he graduated from Tbilisi 

State Theater Institute. His popularity reached its peak when Babluani 
directed the feature film The Sun of the Sleepless which was awarded 

the Silver Bear at Berlinale. for an outstanding artistic 
contribution. In the late 1990’s he moved in Paris.

In 2013 Babluani started writing his first novel 
The Sun, The Moon and the Wheat Field which 

was published in 2018 and has already 
became a local bestseller. In his novel 

Babluani whiteness the struggle of a 
small state under the Soviet regime 

and illustrates the reality of Soviet 
camps, corruption and injustice which 

dramatically changed their forms 
after the demolition of Soviet Union. 
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The Sun, The Moon  
and The Wheat Field (2018) 
It is hard to prove your innocence when criminals are threatening 
to kill you and there is no justice in your country; when for the 
procurator the main thing is to seal the record as “done” and 
send the “guilty one” to Siberia. It is even harder to spend half 
of your life in a Russian prison for a crime you never committed; 
to fight the deathly cold, tuberculosis and those—the prisoners 
or the guards - who dislike you and will kill you in a blink of an 
eye. It will drive you crazy and leave you nearly unconscious but 
everything is bearable if you know that someone important is 
waiting for you outside.

This adventurous novel by acclaimed film director Temur Babluani 
tells the story of a random youngster living in Soviet Tbilisi who 
became the unfortunate victim of the injustices of life in the 
Soviet State. 

Number of Pages: 496
Number of Words: ~120,000
Dimensions 145 x 215

REVIEWS:

“We’ve never had that kind of literature before!” 
© Zaal Andronikashvili (literary critic)

“One of the most impressive novels I’ve ever read about Soviet and Post-Soviet Georgia. Full with 
humor, sadness hurt and adventures.” 
© Dato Turashvili (novelist)

“Cinematographic, full of action.” 
© Tinatin Mamulashvili (publisher)

RIGHTS SOLD
French (Grasset) 

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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ZURA
JISHKARIANI

(born in 1985)

Writer, Musician, multimedia artist, chat-bot designer and a self-
proclaimed mayor of Sokhumi, Abkhazian city he was born in, now 
occupied by Russia. After the military conflict he lived in Georgian 

seaside ghettos under the refugee status. In the early 2000s 
Jishkariani gave up studying sociology in university and 

launched several music projects. Later he founded 
a local art-guild “Eurasian Laboratory”, a union 

of young poets and performers. Among 
his most successful projects is Georgian 

chat-bot “Cyber-Galaktion” which 
is a linguistic simulation of the most 

prominent Georgian poet Galaktion 
Tabidze. As he believes that chat-

bots are the future of storytelling, 
Zura is actively involved in their 

personality design process. He is 
interested in how sadness, trust, 

joy and other emotions in people 
are created by algorithms and 

logical codes.

In his fictional and non-fictional 
texts Jishkariani reflects on the 

middle-age Georgian poetry 
and hagiography mixed with the 
current junkie slang, advertising 

slogans. With this linguistic 
innovation he stands as an unique 

voice in contemporary Georgian 
literature.
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Chewing Dawns: Sugar Free (2017)
Set in apocalyptic Tbilisi, Georgia, it tells a story of the Second 
Coming (Parousia) of the awaited Messiah. But as everything is 
designed in codes and algorithms, a terrible bug shifts the process 
of Coming into the digital world. While the government tries to 
mobilize a group of priests and soldiers for militaryactions, young 
junkies venture to travel into the digital world to save the Messiah.

This debut novel by Zura Jishkariani turned out to be one of 
the main innovations in the 21st century Georgian literature. In 
Chewing Dawns: Sugar Free we see the touch of cyberpunk first 
time ever in Georgian literature. What is more the author dives 
into the medieval age Georgian poetry and mixes its linguistic 
elements with modern day junkie slang. So he develops a new 
literary language which reflects the centuries-long tradition of 
Georgian literature and at the same time is brand new and 
unforgettable. 

Chewing Dawns: Sugar Free, is part of a duology and will be 
followed by Detective Mistake. The book was published in three 
different editions, resembling different flavors of the chewing gum.

Number of Pages: 192
Number of Words: ~30,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“I can’t say how this fellow came up out of nowhere; came up with his own voice and language. 
Technically say talent, intuition and wish is not enough to write book like this and represent your writing 
scope. This book is unique not only for Georgia but for the whole world.”  
© Zaza Burchuladze (writer)

“This is a scream full of ambiguous hopes, exactly how it should be from the Ghetto.” 
© INDIGO Magazine

“In this book the narrator speaks from the Ghetto in subaltern language; Jishkariani tells the enigmatic 
non-TV news which presents the typical Georgian post-apocaliptic fearful text.” 
© Paata Shamugia (poet, literary critic)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

The Best Georgian Novel of 2017
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TSINANDALI Award
The Mayakovsky Theatre (Best novel of the year 2017)

BSP Award 
The Golden Town (Best short story of the year, 2014)

TSOTNE
TSKHVEDIANI

(born in 1993)

Tskhvediani arguably is one of the most interesting and prominent 
new voices of Georgian literature who became a respected 

name after his debut in 2014. He was born and raised in Kutaisi, 
an industrial center of Georgia. He considered locals as the most 

interesting people who were prepared to be the builders of the future 
in the Soviet time but after the demolition of the USSR 

they became just an abandoned voices of 
the state. During his styldies at Tbilisi State 

University Tskhvediani’s main subject of 
research was the anarchist movements 

of the 20th century Caucasus region. 

Researching hidden history 
of the 20th century Georgia, 

visiting Georgian ghettos and 
meeting the people living in 

those rural areas defined the 
subjects chosen by Tskhvediani: 

birdwatching and terrorism, 
mythology and industrial and 

psychedelic music, philosophy 
and politics. 
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The Mayakovsky Theatre (2016) 
What if you live in a very small town of Baghdati, with population 
of only 5000 people, that is always called Mayakovsky, because 
Vladimir Mayakovski was born there? Tuta thinks that it’s not a 
town but a ghetto from where you need to escape, because 
one day you’ll become tired of struggling for independence and 
freedom there. But escaping fails every time as public interests 
overpower his personal ones, so Tuta tries to somehow change 
the reality of his hometown. He wants to be a kind of enlightener 
and starts fighting against local politicians who run the town. But 
the oligarch arranges an armed assault against Tuta’s followers 
and during the incident, Tuta’s father is imprisoned and led to 
death. Tuta contemplates suicide but he can’t find the strength 
to do it. Half-dead and half-alive, he goes beyond control and 
becomes an unbearable problem even for his closest people. 
His brother tries to help him commit suicide and plans to make 
everything seem artistic, romantic and glaring.

Number of Pages: 136
Number of Words: ~18,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“The Mayakovsky Theatre is magnificent textual 
performance readers must attend”  
© Paata Shamugia (poet, literary critic)

“While we thought that we had read everything, 
Tskhvediani introduced new themes in Georgian 
fiction about people about whom we only heard 
the rumors, who are cast away from our centralized 
society, who are swimming against the current but 
play the locomotive role in the whole country’s life.”  
© Dato Turashvili (novelist)

RIGHTS SOLD
English (Dixi Books) French (La Contre Allee) Turkish (Yeni İnsan) 

The Town and The Saints (2014)
The debut short story collection The Town and The Saints by Tsotne Tskhvediani 
features everyday life of the Georgians living in rural provincial towns. Just like 
everyone, these characters are waiting to get jobs, dream about being famous, and 
try to overcome the difficulties around them. But all they face is poverty, mundanity, 
and despair which brings them to depression. They cannot grasp the wider 
perspective of their own lives. They do have hope for a better future but that hope is 
never realized.

One cannot tell exactly whether it is love or hate, sadness or happiness, life or death 
that appears among the desolation which pervades the town. Each story and its 
characters are deeply moving, so much so that every reader will be affected and 
touched and able to envision the kind of lifestyle that survives in abandoned and 
forgotten towns.

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

Number of Pages: 136
Number of Words: ~20,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

The Best Georgian Novel of 2016
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ILIAUNI Award
Who Murdered Chaika (Best novel of the year, 2012)

SABA Award
Berikaoba (Best debut of the year, 2003)

ANNA
KORDZAIA 

SAMADASHVILI
(born in 1968)

An acclaimed Georgian writer and translator Anna Kordzaia 
Samadashvili graduated from Tbilisi State University, faculty of 

Russian Philology and became a lecturer herself. Now 
she delivers lectures in literary criticism, the 19th 

and 20th century Russian literature, and leads 
a Creative Writing course at Ilia State 

University. She also collaborates with and 
writes for several non-governmental 

organizations.

Anna’s literary debut took place in 
2002 when she published a short 
story collection Berikaoba. Later 

she wrote tens of short stories 
and three novels which lead her 

to success. Her works describe 
the lives of people who live next 

to us in the very center of big 
cities but still go unnoticed for us. 

Samadashvili ultimately tries to 
show us the beauty, sadness and 
inner struggle of each and every 

person she and we have ever met or 
will meet in future.
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REVIEWS:

“It is a very Tbilisian, Georgian story full of sweet, fairy emotions that can be compared to modern 
Georgian cinema and its mood; a bit poetic, mystical and striking.”  
© Georgian Journal

“The central figures of the novel, with all their idiosyncrasies and emotional outbursts, are as lovable as 
Almodóvar characters.” 
© Malkhaz Kharbedia (literary critic)

“Anna managed to create the complete portraits of so many characters in the book. And it is done 
in such a smart way the reader never tires. That’s one of the main achievements of the novel and 
admittedly a difficult thing to do.” 
© Radio Liberty

Who Murdered Chaika (2013)
Elizabeth is a single yet happy woman who does no harm to 
anybody. She is surrounded by plenty of friends who belong 
to different minority groups. Friends somehow love each other 
but one definitely notices that they have nothing in common. 
Elizabeth loves life and wants to dance, travel and just be 
happy.

She is a person with a free soul who enjoys breaking 
stereotypes. “Chaika” is the name for this kind of woman. 
But suddenly Chaika’s dreams are cut short. She is murdered 
and her body is found by a small child. The murder awakes 
the whole district where everybody knows everything except 
the detective who is investigating the case of the apparent 
revengeful killing.

Who was Chaika? Who murdered her? Chaika’s friends have 
a clue about the murderer but choose to be silent. Two of 
those friends decide to avenge for the deceased Elizabeth 
themselves.

This is a very complicated and intriguing story narrated in a 
clever and catchy way.

Number of Pages: 160
Number of Words: ~23,000
Dimensions 135 X 195

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Hans Schiler Verlag)

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

The Best Georgian Novel of 2013
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Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili

Zinka Adamiani (2018)
Tbilisi, the old district by the river, a small yard where little people are gathering 
together for big events. All of them are parts of history but they do not know it.
The latest novel by Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili is about those who are in paradise 
and those who were banished from it. This book is about the love of ones who are not 
linked with each other.

Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili

Me, Margarita (2005)
The collection of short stories, where the author possesses such dexterity of the tone 
and structure that the book’s 22 tales feel like raunchy, visceral oral history cloaked 
in an array of fictional forms. The collection begins with a long title story about 
generations of women looking back at personal and national history, giving birth, 
grieving husbands who disappeared during wartime, by turns angry or in awe of 
fate. The story’s breadth frames the range of women’s voices that follow. They live 
in mostly urban places, usually Tblisi, in vague yet hard circumstances, surviving bad 
relationships, raising children with little support. 

“Challenging, contemporary short stories with sharp feminist commentary” Kirkus 

“With great skill, Kordzaia-Samadashvili brings readers into the kitchens, bedrooms, 
and hearts of these coarse, forthright women.” Publishers Weekly 

RIGHTS SOLD
English (Dalkey Archive Press) German (Hans Schiler Verlag) Macedonian 
(Prozart)

Number of Pages: 184
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 204
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Ana Kordzaia-Samadashvili

The Children of Nightfall (2011)
The Children of Nightfall is a love story – not a romantic one but a story about 
existential loneliness and the fear of never finding love at all. The protagonists are 
bohemians who have never abandoned their dreams. They may have stopped 
believing in love, but they still love and are still searching. 
Martha and Niko are bound by a special love, even if – because Niko has been 
living abroad for eight years – they only see each other occasionally. Both are now 
middle-aged, and both have wounded souls. Martha has a penchant for excess; she 
tends to exaggerate and talks long and loudly, not only in her sleep. She and Niko 
engage in verbal sparring matches when he is there and the two of them go out 
walking with Martha’s dog Almasa, who also has his say from time to time in the book. 
Niko, sarcastic and quarrelsome, is looking for amorous new adventures in the West. 
Martha, at home, wants only Niko. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Hans Schiler Verlag) Italian (Edizioni Clandestine)

Number of Pages: 120
Number of Words: ~15,000
Dimensions: 110 X 170

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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Zaza Burchuladze

adibas (2009)
War is waging in Georgia. The Russian fighter planes are thundering over Tbilisi. The 
vibrations from the Russian combat helicopters over the Vere Park are no more than 
the rattling of a spoon in a cappuccino cup. People are dying in the war, atrocities 
are being committed, yet in Tbilisi there is no longer any difference between the real 
and the fake.
adibas with two main characters – war and sex – is a drastic satire of urban Bohemia 
in a globalized world. “Fuck me to fake me” is the message of the story. 
Even though the novel is set in Tbilisi in August 2008 during the Russian-Georgian 
conflict and the war is nowhere and yet everywhere, there is not a single combat 
scene in Adibas. 

“A Great, high-speed novel” Rolling Stones

“Outstanding! This book is tactless, vulgar, impudent, and at the same time 
intelligent.” Rezensöhnchen 

RIGHTS SOLD
Czech (Dobrovsky) English (Dalkey Archive Press) German (Aufbau) 
Macedonian (Antolog) Italian (Odoya) Polish (Claroscuro) Russian (Ad 
Marginem)

Zaza Burchuladze 

Instant Kafka (2006-2010)
The collection unites the loudest and the most acknowledged six stories written by 
Zaza Burchuladze in the first ten years of his writing career. Short novels like “The 
Simpsons” and “The Letter to the Mom” and the short stories “Instant Kafka”, “Passive 
Attack”, “The Dubbing” and “Seven Wise Men” ensured fame and scandalous 
reputation to the author.
The stories were translated and selected for numerous anthologies in several 
languages. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Russian (Ad Marginem)

Zaza Burchuladze

Inf latable Angel (2011)
At exactly the same time as the eruption of Iceland’s Eyjafjallajökull volcano filled 
Europe’s skies with ash causing airlines to cancel flights, a young married couple, Niko 
and his wife Nino, are holding a spiritualist seance in a small apartment in Tbilisi. Their 
aim is to call up the spirit of George Gurdjieff who eventually appears not only in spirit, 
but in flesh and blood. And because he simply will not go away again, Niko and Nino 
ask their Gurdjieff to help them in procuring funds. And so Gurdjieff uses all the means 
available to a resurrected esoteric: kidnapping, blackmail, hypnosis, metamorphosis, 
miracle cures. Thanks to their miraculous godsend, the couple move into their newly 
acquired apartment and open a bakery with a cafe, while all around them fantastic 
occurrences are taking place. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Aufbau) French  
(L’age d’Homme) Russian (Ad Marginem)

Number of Pages: 198
Number of Words: ~25,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

The Best Georgian Novel of 2011

Number of Pages: 208
Number of Words: ~30,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 300
Number of Words: ~55,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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BRÜCKE Berlin
The Tourist Breakfast (2018) 

ILIAUNI Award
Inflatable Angel (Best novel of the year, 2011)

TSINANDALI Award
Mineral Jazz / (Best novel of the year, 2003)

ZAZA
BURCHULADZE

(born in 1973)

Contemporary postmodernist writer and dramatist who graduated 
from Tbilisi State Academy of Fine Arts. He started writing and 

publishing his books at the age of 24. Until 2001, he published his 
works under the pen-name of Gregor Zamza. Since then he started 

writing under his real name. Burchuladze translated numerous 
Russian contemporary and classical fiction including works of Fyodor 

Dostoyevsky and Vladimir Sorokin. He also was a columnist in the 
Georgian Playboy Magazine. Because of the stark and filthy realism 

of his texts Burchuladze was physically assaulted by 
locals. Since then he lives in exile in Berlin.

Burchuladze narrates via stream of 
consciousness covering the subject of sex 

and war as social construction, the limits 
of nationalistic mentality. He very often 

uses black and bitter humor which 
makes his novels easily readable. 

One of the most important things 
in his writing is the language he 

masters on every page to make 
even the filthy and rigid texts poetic 

and musical.
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The Tourist Breakfast (2015)
Tourist Breakfast is the latest novel by Zaza Burchuladze, 
an acclaimed and scandalous Georgian writer. In this 
novel which has a concept design (with its moleskin cover 
material and the Borjgali symbol, it looks like a post-Soviet 
Georgian passport), Burchuladze talks from the point of view 
of an immigrant who still has a strong connection with his 
“horrifying” homeland but feels emotionally very distant to it.

The author himself is the main character of the book with 
his daughter Alice-Chihiro, who carries dead pigeons in 
Berlin streets and throws them into the trash bins. Tourist 
Breakfast is a text free from experiments we were used to in 
Burchuladze’s other books. It reads like non-fiction but one 
cannot really define whether the story is real or invented.

The Tourist Breakfast tells about a man, a woman and a 
newborn looking for a home. 

Number of Pages: 162
Number of Words: ~22,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“One understands why Zaza Burchuladze is considered one of the most interesting contemporary 
authors in Georgia. “  
© Der Tagesspiegel

“With Zaza’s words, I began to feel my own ground... The text led to the inevitable question that the 
author seemed to ask himself and which I consider myself: What is the meaning of identity that we are 
usually so sure about, what does it consist of, and what are the experiences, pictures, smells, memories, 
arguments, injuries, what words is it used for?” 
© Nino Haratischwili (writer)

“Tourist Breakfast describes how nostalgia can lose its meaning in this day and time, and how 
seemingly meaningless things bring them back to the core of nostalgia. The memories and present 
impressions swirl around as polyphonic lines, unimpressed, hoping to arouse the once buried music.”  
© Khatia Buniatishvili (pianist)

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Aufbau)

Brücke Berlin Literature and 
Translator Award 2018

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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GALA Award
Child’s Bite on Persimmon in the Month 

of October (Best book of the year 2010)

ZURA
LEZHAVA

(born in 1960)

One of the easily distinguishable writers and unique voice of 
Georgian literature. In his early twenties Zurab Lezhava was 

imprisoned for sixteen years by the Soviet militia. He started writing in 
prison and that period defined the topics of his short stories which are 
a mix of reality and phantasmagoria, where the reader can discover 

the dark sides of a human. Poverty, immorality, greed, intolerance, 
envy, etc. that humans bear in their lives are the reasons 

Lezhava’s characters behave the way they do.

Foreign editors and publishers often compare 
his literature to the filmography of Emir 

Kusturica and his style closely stands 
with acclaimed Israeli writer Etgar 

Keret. Currently he lives and works in 
Tbilisi. Apart from writing, Lezhava 
is a woodcarver and sells his own 

statues at the Tbilisi Dry Bridge 
open market, the largest such 

market in Georgia.
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Child’s Bite on Persimmon in the 
Month of October (2010) 
Short stories written by Zurab Lezhava are illustrations of the 
dark sides of human beings. In them people do illogical 
and inadequate things. In these stories you meet the dance 
teacher who breaks into a neighbor’s house to have a better 
bath, a poor man who needs money and sets out to sell his 
old fridge but discovers that sex with the ugliest woman on 
earth is a more acceptable price for him. Georgian readers 
and critics often remark that such prose had never been 
written in Georgia before.

Number of Pages: 245
Number of Words: ~45,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“Lezhava opened a new breath for Georgian short story.”  
© TABULA Magazine

“This is serious literature with serious themes done in very unserious and unexpected forms.” 
© Radio Liberty

“In Lezhava’s filter the reality transforms in a alternative way, not like we see it everyday. He puts magic, 
demon, phantasmagoria next to the naturalistic reality and that’s why his reality is so interesting” 
© Zaza Burchuladze (writer)

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Edition Monhardt)

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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TSINANDALI Award
Poetry 2008-2013 (Best Poetry Collection of 

the year, 2015)

SABA Award
Odes (Best debut of the year, 2009)

GIORGI
KEKELIDZE

(born in 1984)

Bestselling Georgian novelist, poet and essayist Giorgi Kekelidze 
was born and aised in the mountainous village of Guria region, 

Georgia. He graduated from Tbilisi State University, department of 
Humanitarian Sciences. After his debut in 2009, Kekelidze 

became widely known throughout the country. In 
the late 2000s he founded the first Georgian 
digital library. Since 2012 he is the General 

Director of the National Parliamentary 
Library of Georgia. 

The events in Kekelidze’s stories mainly 
happen in childhood province Guria, 

reflecting the gloomy past of the 
state and people. Aside writing he 
also coordinates several projects 
focusing on a social-educational 

activities for students.
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Lilos Angeles (2018)
Mariam is a Muslim girl from Adjara, the coastal province 
in Georgia. Grigol, a Christian boy from the western region, 
falls in love with her. A conflict of their cultures, their vague 
love, unconscious battles and the naive understanding of 
freedom create tension, very characteristic of the first years of 
independent life.

The story happens during the first turbulent years of Georgian 
independence - ruined school, civil and Patriotic war, 
hopelessness; every day is full of actions which are akin to self-
meditation in the face of the challenges of the new era. In the 
distant field of vision of the young people is the biggest market 
in the city, the market full of sneaked fragments of western 
life - colorful clothes. The market means the Promised Land for 
the people living in drab provinces. The counterweight of the 
economic downfalls and political crises is an unusual freedom 
for the new generation, which seems to be a vague but 
attractive perspective.

Grigol knows that love might be challenging but dares to 
admit it. He and Mariam are trying to reach for the door of 
their imagined, new macrocosmos, Lilo market. But both die in 
front of the door of the market. It’s not important anymore who 
was Christian and who was Muslim in the lives they left behind.

Number of Pages: 114
Number of Words: ~13,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEW:

“This short novel once again takes us back to gloomy 90s and once again stabs us with it. While the 
romantic youth and childish dreams warm our bodies the ending freeze us. “ 
© Artnews

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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ILIAUNI Award
Bestseller (Jury Prize for Creative Writing, 2015)

BEKA
ADAMASHVILI

(born in 1990)

Famous Georgian blogger and advertising copywriter Beka 
Adamashvili graduated from Caucasus University, faculty of 

journalism and social science. He made his literary debut in 2009 
with short stories published on electronic platforms and with time 

his name became popular among young readers. In 2014 
Adamashvili made his debut with the novel Bestseller 

which eventually became a local bestseller.

Great sense of humor and deep knowledge 
of world literature combined with 

marketing and advertising skills makes 
Adamashvili’s prose hilarious and 

entertaining. He very often uses 
allusions from classic literature 
and sometimes even shifts the 

famous characters into his works. 
Critics claim that Adamashvili is 

one of the most creative minded 
writers of contemporary Georgian 

literature. Apart from writing he 
works as copywriter for the most 

popular advertising company 
Leavingstone which is a respected 

brand in Europe.
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Everybody Dies in this Novel (2018)
On day Mr. Memento Mori realizes that he is a character with 
the superpower of traveling into the books and decides to strike 
against the evil writers who sentence their characters to death. Mr. 
Mori persuades Romeo and Juliet that suicide is not a solution and 
in their adulthood they will remember these days with laughter. 
He goes to The Magic Mountain with a huge supply of penicillin. 
In reverse Mr. More pushes Professor Moriarty at Reichenbach Falls 
and kills him in order to save many other characters.

But everything turns upside down when Mr. Mori discovers that 
in the book where he is the character the author decides to kill 
someone. He has no information about the victim so Mr. Mori 
gathers all the characters and with the help of H. G. Wells’s time-
machine starts a journey to different epochs. As time changes, the 
genres vary so the power of the author becomes limited outside 
the post-modern world. Mr. Mori knows it and selects the direction 
where the characters have bigger chance to survive.

Number of Pages: 276
Number of Words: ~37,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

Number of Pages: 164
Number of Words ~28,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEW:

“It’s really the book for people who know how rich the reading worlds of the great are, and that all the 
distractions of modern technology will never come close, not even the million-plus films that distract 
audiences from thinking and re-thinking their dreams. “ 
© Ralf Julke, Leipziger Internet Zeitung 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Voland&Quist) 

Bestseller (2014)
Pierre Saunaige is an unpopular French writer. Only twelve men attended the 
presentation of his latest novel. He decides that the only way to become popular is 
to commit suicide and Pierre takes that PR step and goes to hell. But the hell is not the 
place we think it is. Writers have their own hell, a so-called Literature Hell where every 
writer is tortured the same way they used to torture their readers: where Jack Kerouac 
can’t stop walking and Samuel Beckett is left endlessly waiting for someone. 

So Dante Alighieri welcomes Pierre to hell where the BBC (Big Brother’s Channel) is 
controlled by George Orwell, William Shakespeare runs the hotel Hothello and Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry is the celebrity in the suiciders anonymous club. And everything you 
see is Literature.

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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BIBLUSI Prize 
Flight from the USSR (Besseller of the decade, 2018)

SABA Award
Black Sneakers (Best play of the year, 2008)

Two Islands in Black Sea (Best play of the year, 2003)

DATO
TURASHVILI

(born in 1966)

One of the most popular persons in Georgia and bestselling 
author whose texts are translated into up to 20 languages. In his 

student years Turashvili was the main insurgent and leader of the 
nonconformist student group which later played a huge historical 

role when Georgia became independent. 
Apart from writing, he travels a lot and 

is an amateur mountain-climber. 
Currently, he is working as a TV 

presenter and reviews and 
presents new books. He 
lives and works in Tbilisi.

Most of Turashvili’s 
books are based on 
true events and the 

author tries to analyze 
them in his fiction. 
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Flight from the USSR (2008)
The novel is the ultimate bestseller in Georgia and is based 
on one of the most tragic events of the 1980s in which seven 
young people hijacked an airplane in an attempt to escape 
from the Soviet Union. It was a reckless move at a time when 
even the thought of escape was punishable. The Soviet 
government sentenced most of the participants to death.

Public reaction was divided. Some people considered the 
young rebels no better than terrorists while others supported 
them, considering the flaws of the Soviet life. Flight from the 
USSR allows the reader to closely follow the leading characters, 
and learn more about their motives and aspirations. For this 
group of young people who dreamt of an escape, the jeans 
symbolize the free world.

The novel has been adapted for stage and is one of the most 
successful plays of the Georgian Free Theatre.

Number of Pages: 176
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

REVIEWS:

“The book is not a canonization. Turashvili describes, colors and romanticises, but he does not 
condemn or glorify his characters anywhere. Flight from the USSR is a beautiful novel and it deserves a 
large readership.”  
© 8Weekly

“He is confident and the storytelling style of Turashvili is sober and direct. The reader does not remain 
untouched by his story.” 
© Literair Nederland

RIGHTS SOLD
Albanian (Fan Noli) Armenian (Antares) Arabic (Al Kotob Khan) Azerbaijanian (Alatoran) Croatian 
(Sandorf) Czech (Vetrne Mlyny) Dutch (Cossee) English (Mosaic Press) German (Wagenbach) 
Greek (A.PAPASOTIRIOU & Co) Italian (Palombi) Macedonian (Antolog) Norwegian (Solum) 
Russian (Family Leisure Club) Serbian (Agora) Ukrainian (family Leisure Club) 

Contemporary Georgian Fiction



36

Dato Turashvili

Once Upon a Time (1998)
Once Upon a Time is a story about the Georgian preparation for independence 
from the Soviet Union, narrated by a student who took part in it. The narrative style is 
very personal, filled with irony and nostalgia. Everything in this book is a history that 
actually happened, yet it seems like fiction. In Georgia from 1987-1991, life itself was 
akin to a romantic book with the scent of revolution in the air.
No historian could tell those old stories in a way that Turashvili does in that we 
meet ordinary people and read stories which create a full image of that age 
and atmosphere. This is why readers can see things as if they were there while 
the history was in the making. Once Upon a Time is a great book about freedom, 
independence, war and student life, but it also touches upon envy, contradiction 
and indolence – traits that were grotesquely displayed in the Georgian society as 
soon as it gained its independence.

Dato Turashvili

The Other Amsterdam (2015)
In his latest novel Turashvili tells a story of how he went to the Netherlands to explore 
the story of his grandfather, a Soviet soldier Melenti Maskhulia who fought alongside 
guerrillas against the Nazi regime. After returning to his homeland, Maskhulia was 
announced a deserter and the Soviet government sent him to Siberia, sentensing him 
to ten years of imprisonment. But this is the story narrated by his daughter, while his 
widow thinks that the only reason Maskhulia was in the Netherlands was his lover and 
that he had not fought against the Nazi regime for even a day. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Armenian (Antares) Dutch (Cossee)

Dato Turashvili

The Sunken City (2002)
If you dive into the river Mtkvari, sunken streets might hypnotize you and you can 
easily get lost in the city which still lives in the 19th century.
Here you also meet an Irish poet Patrick O’Lear who landed here with his flying carpet 
and fell deeply in love with the city. He declared Georgia as his second homeland 
thanks to the fact that he found real friends and love of the life. But the epoch of 
changes was preparing a new and dangerous destiny to everyone he came across 
in his life; the destiny of the passengers of the Titanic, including O’Lear.

Number of Pages: 308
Number of Words: ~55,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 208
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 156
Number of Words: ~24,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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Gogi Ochiauri

Khevsurian Stories (2018)
Khevsurian Stories is a the collection of short stories written by prominent Georgian 
painter Gogi Ochiauri. Published posthumously. Relationships, traditions, habits, 
lifestyle and attitude toward life are extremely complicated among Khvesurian 
people who are known for their strictness. We very often face macabre images and 
non-logical endings of stories which seem normal and appropriate for the people 
born and raised in isolated mountainous customs. 

Beso Papaskua

The Postman (2018)
Two friends, leaving in the post-Soviet town of Poti face difficulties in life. The main 
character is the victim of nepotism and is fired from work, his friend Kartafana needs 
money to care for his sick mother. They decide to cross the Abkhazian border to get 
several kilos of cannabis and sell it at a higher price in Tbilisi.
In the parallel storyline, the main character imagines a seaside isolated space 
where only his imaginations exist. He fails to differentiate between the reality and 
imagination when a mysterious postman delivers a series of letters in the bottle.

Nefertari

Bedouin (2018)
Young Nina visits Cairo and stays with his uncle who is an ambassador of Georgia in 
Egypt. Tired of official stuff, Nina secretly goes away on a Safari Tour which turns out 
to be organized by kidnappers. Nina gets shot by Milos, the Polish leader of the tour 
but she escapes and hides in the stony Syrian Hammad desert. Hopeless, wounded, 
hungry and thirsty, Nina thinks she definitely doomed but suddenly she cames across 
a horse that leads her to his injured owner – famous Bedouin of Sahara, Al-Kabir.
Al-Kabir knows that four murderers follows the young woman’s trace and by saving 
her he can finally restore his personal justice with polish kidnapper Milos.

Number of Pages: 378
Number of Words: ~80,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Number of Pages: 184
Number of Words: ~30,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 120
Number of Words: ~13,000
Dimensions: 105 X 120

NEW TITLES
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Mari Bekauri

Grandma, Ray and America (2012)
What do you leave your husband, home, your parents, your country for? What is that 
feeling when you definitely have to leave and see everything that a very faraway, 
surreal country has to offer? How much of a risk can a young girl take just to see what 
her favorite music used to tell her about? Is it worth it? Can you survive all alone in a 
huge, foreign land?
Can you forget everything you were taught in childhood? Would you want to forget 
everything? And which is stronger: the roots your homeland ave you, the wings of 
exploring, or the whiskey you drank in the bar?
Mariam Bekauri’s debut novel Grandma, Ray and America speaks about the biggest 
dilemma of a generation: analyzing, experiencing and surviving though ideals, 
expectations and most importantly, traditions which are so hard to abandon.

Mari Bekauri

Anna’s Moment (2017)
A 32-year old writer Anna Nakashidze suddenly loses her personal memory. It seems 
that the reason of her amnesia was alienation. During the treatment Anna starts 
talking about dead children and everyone thinks that she was the victim of sexual 
abuse in her early years.
Meanwhile the court accuses psychotherapist of an illegal experiment and before 
clearing anything Anna disappears. At the same time terrorists attack the leading 
TV broadcaster in the UK. The media finds Ana Nakashidze guilty of terrorism which 
leaves no victim but is done only to attract attention.
Suddenly Anna starts to talk about four-year long struggle to communicate with the 
UK broadcaster to stream the video where the crime of Russian officers is visible. They 
now live in the UK and the state canprosecute them.
Short after this event a teenage hacker uploads the video on Youtube and millions of 
viewers go on strike. People want to know the truth.
But only one English therapist understands what is really happening. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Swedish (Articulate Press)

Number of Pages: 212
Number of Words: ~23,000
Dimensions: 110 X 170

Number of Pages: 124
Number of Words: ~13,000
Dimensions: 110 X 170

Number of Pages: 10
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Dato Samniashvilii

MOX (2017)
The head of a psychiatric hospital discovers a diary of a dead patient under the 
code name M13, who tells a story of an ideal universe called MOX.
MOX is a program, moreover a virtual reality, the universe which stands beyond time 
and space. It is the product of technologies, existing beyond technologies. Its users 
are in post-human conditions; they refute fear, morals, competition and pain to 
“human” incentives. Though everyone always has answers to every question, in MOX 
everything is senseless; moreover, no one is disturbed with this senselessness because 
just being alive here is enough.
While travelling in the material world, M13 discovers a MOX-bug called Nostalgia. 
After the discovery the user starts asking questions and it turns out that it is possible 
to find the answers only in the material world. And the main question is if anyone has 
ever thought that life, with all its diversity and mystery, is predestined to become a 
weapon which (for the sake of cognition) will destroy the entire universe.
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Zaza Tvaradze

Words (2011)
Critics regard Words as one of the most important examples of Georgian 
post-modernism, in which the existence of ordinary people in Georgia over 
the last decades is portrayed to perfection. Two friends, Zaza (a psychology 
student) and Levan (working in the theatre as a literary consultant and studying 
to be a director) establish an “office of bliss” where the “bliss experts” can 
provide everything that gives utter bliss. Their third friend, Guja, chooses a fairly 
traditional form of bliss, a beautiful young girl. But the main hero of the work, to 
everyone’s surprise, doesn’t choose any drug or other intoxicating (bliss-giving) 
substance: he chooses a jewel casket which contains living words. Levan 
reacts to these words with childish fear, in case they escape from the casket. 
But for Levan and Zaza, from now on, every word takes on a face, a smell, a 
body. 

“A proper symbol of the 90s Georgia. One of the best and unusual novels of 
Georgian literature.” Radio Libery

Jaba Zarkua

The Reader Must Die (2012)
At the start of the year 2200 the world is split in two: it consists of a large Fascist 
empire and various tiny states, including Warmstadt (‘warm town”, which is 
the literal meaning of Tbilisi). In both the great empire and post-revolutionary 
Warmstadt the people are fed nationalist propaganda. The regimes are also 
similar in nature, but they differ in one respect: the government of Warmstadt 
is unique among the world’s dictatorial regimes in that it attempts to make 
people compliant with the help of books and has in fact succeeded in turning 
its subjects into educated slaves and servants of the state. Everything seems 
to be going well and the empire is in no hurry to annex Warmstadt. But it is the 
calm before the storm, because one of the empire’s best scientists is working 
on a perfidious plan of a controlled revolution, which is due to be put into 
practice in Warmstadt. If the experiment succeeds, the concept of the free, 
rebellious man will be consigned to history.

Jaba Zarkua

In the End Was the Word (2017)
Year 2116, Damien Tsitsishvili, a founder of a new religion based on scientific 
premises is sentenced to death but his last wish to visit his father Zaza is ranted 
by the state. Damien travels into space to meet this man for the first and 
the last time ever. In his story we are introduced to a new era where peace 
became the most valuable item on market. While the new messiah is waiting to 
die, his father is to keep all the words he’s been told.
Jaba Zarkua’s latest novel is written as a long dialogue and it makes a smooth 
reading, without  wish to pause or skipping.

Number of Pages: 280
Number of Words: ~57,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Number of Pages: 168
Number of Words: ~25,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 120
Number of Words: ~18,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Contemporary Georgian Fiction

The Best Georgian Novel of 2012
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Number of Pages: 152
Number of Words: ~18,000
Dimensions 135 x 195

Number of Pages: 218
Number of Words: ~31,000
Dimensions 145 x 215

Diana Anphimiadi

Personal Culinary (2013)
“Culinary Prose or Literature Culinary? When I was thinking of the title for my new 
book, a thousand literary terms came into my mind and finally, I rejected them all, 
because this is a book about personal culinary”, says the author and offers to her 
reader a book of personal memories, events and people remembered through 
tastes, smells, colours and senses. The reader can meet with some real personalities, 
literature characters and well-known people, who only passed briefly in the author’s 
life but have left an odd taste for a long time. All these memories and events are 
lended with culinary and with each recipe is unfolded either into a personal story 
of the author, or a story of her generation, or a story from yesterday’s Georgia. 
Through the culinary the author, with her extraordinary humor and writing style, brings 
a perfect smell and taste which might be familiar not only for Georgians but for 
everybody because after all this is a book about life, humans and love recipes. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Wieser Verlag)

Davit Zurabishvili

A Journey to Phantasmica (1996)
Giorgi, 5, and Anastasia, 3, have a chance encounter with the beautiful fairy from the 
magic land of Phantasmica. It turns out that the whole world faces a great danger 
and only through the efforts of these two children may the Sire of the Wicked, the 
Emperor of Pan-Darkonia be defeated.

Number of Pages: 288
Number of Words: ~55,000
Dimensions 145 x 215

Nils Simeon

14 Crystal Theory (2018)
A little girl with a strange disease is born in Moravia in 1868. The only environment she 
is able to survive in is freezing cold. The family moves to Lapland, where according to 
the legend there is a forest where winter never changes into spring. 
A century later suddenly Inge receives a strange SOS message signed by Hugo. The 
boy is imprisoned in an abandoned castle near her village in the Winter Forest. Inge 
ventures to go to his aid and plunges into the most dangerous adventure. 

Contemporary Georgian Fiction
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An iconic Georgian writer, born in Tbilisi in a noble family; Amiredjibi’s 
parents and close relatives became victims of Stalin’s terror in 1937. 
In April 1944, he was arrested and sentenced to twenty-five years in 
the Gulag in Siberia. In fact he returned to Georgia in 1960 after 16 
years in detention, three prison escapes, and two death sentences. 
In his homeland he began his literary career in his late 30s and quickly 
attracted attention with his first volumes of stories. Amiredjibi’s most 
famous novel Data Tutashkhia was first published in 1973, gaining 
sensational success and fame for the writer. Conceived in prison, it was 
only through the intervention of the Georgian Communist Party chief 
Eduard Shevardnadze that this substantial novel passed the Soviet 
censors and got published. 

On November 16, 2010, he was ordained as a Georgian Orthodox 
monk under the name of David.

Chabua Amiredjibi

Gora Mborgali (1994)
Gora Mborgali is a semi-autographical novel in which the author tells a story of his 
alter-ego. Iagor Kargareteli a.k.a. Gora Mborgali branded “the enemy of the people” 
and the Soviet regime sent him in Gulag. During his imprisonment Gora attempts 
several escapes: Wishing to be free and being unstoppable is the only way to feel 
alive.
The novel was published in up to 15 languages upon its publication. Later, author’s 
son, cinematographer Kutsna Amirejibi directed a documentary movie based on the 
novel. The movie tells a story of Chabua Amiredjibi’s struggle during the Soviet era.

Data Tutashkhia (1975)
Amiredjibi’s magnum opus and an undisputed classic of Georgian literature. 
The novel tells the story of an outlaw Data Tutashkhia at the time of the tsars. 
It combines thriller elements with Dostoyevskian themes of personal fate and 
national identity. Above all, though, it defends the right to personal freedom and 
critical expression in the face of a repressive political system. The story is told by 
Count Segedy, a retired Russian-Hungarian chief of the Caucasian gendarmerie, 
interspersed with accounts from other people who have come across the outlaw 
Tutashkhia, who leads the tsarist police a merry dance for years. It so happens that 
the gendarmerie chief, Mushni Sarandia is Data’s cousin – outwardly his spitting 
image but at the same time his lifelong opponent. It is a tale of two cousins, both 
almost identically blessed with the same physical and intellectual traits, but travelling 
two morally different paths. While Data drops out of society in his youth – he shoots 
a Russian officer in a duel and escapes punishment by fleeing into the mountains, 
Mushni rises rapidly through the ranks of officialdom. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Azerbaijanian (Teas Press) Chinesse (Xua Chao) Czech (Odeon) Danish 
(Gyldendal) Estonian (Raamat) Finnish (Tammi) French (L’age d’Homme) 
German (Alfred Kröner Verlag) Hungarian (Europa Könyvkado) Lithuanian 
(Lietuvos rašytojų sąjungos KAUNO skyrius) Ukrainean (Folio) Romanian 
(Junimea) Russian (Drofa) Slovakian (Naše Vojsko) Spanish (PLAZA & JANES) 
Swedish (Wahlstrom & Widstrand)   

Number of Pages: 750
Number of Words: ~200,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Number of Pages: 650
Number of Words: ~180,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Modern Classics

RIGHTS SOLD
Romanian (Christiana) Russian (Vagrius) Swedish (Wahlstrom & Widstrand)  
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Modern Classics

Otar Chiladze played a prominent role in the resurrection of the 
Georgian prose in the post-Stalin era. His novels characteristically fuse 
Sumerian and Hellenic mythology with the predicaments of a modern 
Georgian intellectual.

Otar Chiladze was born in Sighnaghi, a small town in Kakheti, the 
easternmost province of Georgia. He graduated from Tbilisi State 
University with a degree in journalism in 1956. His works, primarily poetry, 
first appeared in the 1950s. At the same time, Chiladze engaged in 
literary journalism, working for leading literary magazines in Tbilisi. He 
gained popularity with his series of lengthy, atmospheric novels, such 
as A Man Was Going Down the Road (1972-3), Everyone That Findeth 
Me (1976), Avelum (1995), and others. Chiladze died after a long illness 
in October 2009 and was buried at the Mtatsminda Pantheon in Tbilisi, 
where some of the most prominent writers, artists, scholars, and national 
heroes of Georgia are laid to rest.

Otar Chiladze

Everyone That Findeth Me (1976)
Kaikhosro, adopted son of General Makabeli, returns in his father’s village to settle 
there. But as he cannot stand lonelines, he courts widow Anna and starts friendship 
with her son Giorgi. He breaks Anna’s relationship with his rival Tartar and marries her. As 
Giorgi steps into his teens he realizes that having Makabeli as a stepfather is far more 
dangerous. In the meantime Anna gives birth to Petre who starts hating his step-brother 
since his early years. 
Set in Uruqi, a fictional town in Georgia, the novel tells the saga of Makabeli family. Each 
and every character of the novel has a problem of self-identification. They question 
themselves for their roles in society and ith time everyone realizes that their lives are 
limited by the border of regime Kaikhosro created.

A Man Was Going Down the Road (1973)
The novel is written in three parts, spanning generations. Part 1, tells the story of Phrixus 
and his upbringing by King Aeëtes, the king of Colchis. The author adapts the myth of 
Jason and the Golden Fleece and the consequences for the obscure kingdom where 
princess Medea is abducted by the Argonauts. In Chiladze’s work it is necessary to read 
the myth from a Colchis perspective, not for pseudo patriotic reasons but because it is 
important to answer all the questions that remain.
Part 2 is about Ukheiro, a Minoan warrior, who breaks his leg in battle. His wife Marekhi 
dies in childbirth and Ukheiro’s 10-year-old daughter Popina looks after her father and 
the new-born boy, Parnaoz. While waiting for death because he can no longer fight as a 
warrior – Ukheiro takes up embroidery. While his son Parnaoz is challenging for dramatic 
love with his nephew Popeye, the only way he has is to leave Colchis for Crete.
Part 3 follows Parnaoz when he returns to Clochis after about 10 years in Crete. His rivalry 
with Popeye continues. 
According to the BBC World Service’s Writer in Residence Blog, the novel is written as a 
series of streams of consciousness from different characters, but at the same time could 
be read as a series of confessions.

Number of Pages: 560
Number of Words: ~142,000
Dimensions: 155 X 218

Number of Pages: 448
Number of Words: ~108,000
Dimensions:155 X 218

RIGHTS SOLD
Armenian (Antares) Czech (Odeon) English (Garnett Press) German (Matthes & Seitz) 
Hungarian (Magveto) Russian (Azbuka) Slovak (Tatran) Turkish (Aylak Adam Kultur Sanat)

RIGHTS SOLD
Czech (Odeon) Estonian (Raamat) German (Volk und Welt) Lithuanian (Verte 
Aldona Baliuliene) Macedonian (Ikona) Russian (Sovetski Pisatel) Slovak (Spisovatel)
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The Iron Theatre (1981)
The Iron Theatre revives the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century in 
Georgia and explores a conflict of life and art at the edge of a new millennium. The 
plot of the novel is a mix of historical facts, real situations and the author’s fantasy. 
The author frequently breaks the chronological order, impelling the reader to imagine 
different situations and events from different points of view and therefore creating a 
complete picture of the world that he wants to represent. The novel gained Shota 
Rustaveli State Prize in 1983.

The March Rooster (1987)
Set in post-war Sighnaghi, a town in East Georgia, The March Rooster tells about the 
life of a teenage boy who is raised by his grandparents while his mother takes care of 
her hospitalized husband in the Western part of the country. One day the teenager 
whiteness the murder of a man with of a questionable reputation. The bizarre event is a 
sparkle to re-analyze the personal history and start shaping his identity. 

Avelum (1995)
The first work in which Chiladze was free of Soviet censorship, living in an 
independent, albeit chaotic, strife-torn Georgia. He no longer clothes in myth 
his portrayal of the predicament of a Georgian and an intellectual under alien 
tyranny, but vents his indignation at the fate of Georgia in a novel which stretches 
ver 33 years, between the Tbilisi massacres by Soviet special forces of March 1956 
and April 1989. Avelum is about a Georgian writer named Avelum—a name which 
the author suggests: “is Sumerian and means ‘free citizen with full civic rights’, 
although the only source I have for this etymology is an old notebook of mine”—
who closely resembles the author.

The Basket (2003)
While Russian officer seduces a Georgian shepherd’s wife, he keeps the son in a 
basket where a kid cannot interfere with his mother’s adultery. The shepherd avenges 
by murdering his wife and disemboweling himself, but fails to kill the boy in the basket. 
The boy, Razhden, later rapes his foster-mother, before disappearing to become 
a robber and murderer. Years later he returns to Georgia with the Red Army and a 
female tramp he has married: he becomes a killer for the Soviet authorities. After he 
is murdered by a drunken Assyrian, his son Anton acts as a GPU and NKVD killer in the 
Great Terror of 1937-38, shooting countless victims: Anton’s great achievement is to 
marry Princess Ketusi, whose father and husband he has murdered. 
The story of the bloodline continues till the end of the century and this family saga 
reflects the irrecoverable degradation of the society and country. 

Number of Pages: 415
Number of Words: ~100,000
Dimensions: 155 X 218

Number of Pages: 408
Number of Words: ~103,000
Dimensions: 155 X 218

Number of Pages: 470
Number of Words: ~114,000
Dimensions: 155 X 218

Number of Pages: 347
Number of Words: ~80,000
Dimensions: 155 X 218

RIGHTS SOLD
Estonian (Raamat) French (Albin Michel) German (Volk und Welt) 
Russian (Sovetski Pisatel)

RIGHTS SOLD
Albanian (Ombra) English (Garnett Press)  German (Matthes & Seitz) 
Russian (Kulturnaya Revolucia)

RIGHTS SOLD
Armenian (Antares) German (Matthes & Seitz)
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Rezo Cheishvili
Rezo Cheishvili was born in 1933 in Kutaisi, Georgia. In 1958 he 
graduated from Tbilisi State University, the Department of Georgian 
Philology. During his student years he made his debut in a literary 
magazine with a collection of short stories. 

Being educated in philology helped him to improve his own writing skills 
and with time Cheishvili became a writer with the style like no other in 
Georgian literature. Critics often say that no-one can even emulate 
his style. In 1961-87 Cheishvili was the Chief Editor of screenplay section 
Studio Georgian Film. His own screenplays were often adapted to 
movies. Working in that field was the major experience of the author 
whose works became very visual. 

Rezo Cheishvili was awarded SABA and RUSTAVELI prizes for his 
significant role in the development of Georgian literature. He passed 
away in September 2015.

Blue Mountains (1980)

Blue Mountains is one of the most outstanding and notable novels in 
Georgian literature, still keeping its relevance though written over 30 
years ago. After months of hard work, Sosso brings his latest novel Blue 
Mountains, or Unbelievable Story to a publishing house, where he is 
considered as a very promising young writer. Almost a year passes as 
he waits for it to be reviewed. Yet nobody from the editorial team has 
even read the story; some of the editors are busy with sewing, some with 
playing chess... Even the copies of the novel have disappeared without 
trace.
The comedy is an allegory of the Soviet era; the plot is set in an isolated 
office space where the reader can examine the Soviet system with 
all its ineffective and bureaucratic mechanisms. The only thing that 
characters care about is their own daily routine. They live in one 
huge absurd reality where they cannot explain their own actions that 
damage the whole system.
Blue Mountains prophesied the disintegration of the Soviet Union. The 
movie adaptation which slipped through the strict political censorship 
of the state was included in Cannes Classic section at the Cannes Film 
Festival 2014.

“Currently The Blue Mountains is as important for our country and 
literature as it was upon its publication” Weekly Palitra Magazine

“Cheishvili can create portraits even with episodic characters”  
Gogi Gvakharia (writer, art critic)

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Edition Monhardt)

Number of Pages: 150
Number of Words: ~25,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Modern Classics
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Archil Sulakauri
Archil Sulakauri (1927-1997), the Georgian writer and winner of the 
Shota Rustaveli State prize for children’s literature, graduated from Tbilisi 
State University with a degree in Georgian language and literature. By 
the age of nineteen he was already a published poet. Sulakauri was 
the head of the children’s literature publishing house Nakaduli and 
editor-in-chief of the literary magazine Mnatobi. He wrote numerous 
poems, stories and novels, including such acclaimed works as Holiday 
on My Street, Waves Strive for the Shore, The Goldfish and many others. 
Archil Sulakauri achieved immense success with Georgian audiences 
with his fairy tales The Magic Dress, The Blue Deer and The Stubborn 
Rabbits. His work The Adventures of Piccolo instantly became one of 
the most acclaimed children’s books in Georgia. He also contributed to 
the Georgian film Industry and wrote several popular film scripts. Archil 
Sulakauri is buried in the Pantheon of Celebrated Authors and Public 
Figures

The Adventure of Piccolo (1968)

Do you think ladybugs and fireflies have shepherds too? No? I’m afraid 
you’re mistaken. Piccolo is a little shepherd of ladybugs and he can 
play the flute beautifully, too. One day he loses his ladybugs and 
begins to look for them. Night falls while Piccolo is searching and he 
come across Camellia, a little shepherdess of fireflies who helps him 
to find the lost ladybugs. Piccolo wants to do her a kindness in return 
and when Camellia tells him that she’s never seen the sunrise, Piccolo 
promises her that for one night he will take over all of her shepherding 
duties and after that they will watch the sunrise together. But it doesn’t 
happen, because the spies of Lilliputia kidnap Camellia that night 
because the lazybones Prince Putty wants to play with her.
When Piccolo hears about it, he decides to find his new friend and 
make his promise come true. It is the beginning of an adventure full of 
danger, action and numerous relationships. The Adventures of Piccolo 
by Archil Sulakauri is one of the best children’s fictions ever written in 
Georgia, which teaches us the power of friendship and what beautiful 
and impressive things love and kindness can do. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Arabic (Kotob Khan) English (Transcendent Zero Press)

Number of Pages: 248
Number of Words: ~50,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Modern Classics
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Non-Fiction

Gogi Gvakharia

Tear-Stained Spectacles (2013)
The book represents a mix of literature and cinematography and describes the 
tale of generation which went to schools after the Khrushchev Thaw, and became 
educated during the Brezhnev Age… Then they disappeared, split, dispersed due 
to the civil war and a forced migration from their homeland because of a cultural 
collapse and the rise of pseudo-culture in Georgia.

RIGHTS SOLD
Bulgarian (Agata-A Press) Polish (Kolegium Europy Wschodniej)

Revaz Gachechiladze

Georgia in World Context (2017)
The work is one of the major polical-scientific books ever written in Georgia. The 
renewed edition was published in autumn 2017 and the book’s chronological 
framework has been extended to include the beginning of the 21st century. Here 
Georgia is examined against the background of world geopolitics, socio-political 
history and geography. The author analyzes how big events can be linked to Georgia 
and what role this tiny country has in the wide political arena. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Wieser Verlag)

Rati Mujiri

Mahmud - My Syrian Interpreter (2018)
The debut book by journalist Rati Mujiri describes 10 years of his lifetime spent in 
the centers of military conflicts such as: Iraq, Samachablo, Crimea, Afghanistan, 
Kirgizstan and others. Here we see at what price the journalists create news and 
sometimes alternative reality we think is the true reality. As we see the war from 
the inside it also turns our perceptions upside down about people under the 
label of “hero” and “victim”.

The Best Georgian Non-fiction of 2013
Number of Pages: 400
Number of Words: ~105,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Number of Pages: 816
Number of Words: ~212,000
Dimensions: 145 X 215

Number of Pages: 150
Number of Words: ~26,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195
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Non-Fiction

Irakli Makharadze

The Magnificent Georgian Silent  
Cinema (2015)
The work is devoted to the silent period of Georgian cinema. It gives an account 
of the people who founded and helped build up Georgian filmmaking, and who 
showed and distributed newsreels, either imported or locally shot. The work reveals 
very rear information about the first Georgian documentary and art films, their 
authors, producers and actors and about those in the film industry. 

Irakli Makharadze

Riders of the Wild West (2013) 
Georgian trick riders in the American Wild West Shows 
Riders
In 1893, Georgian horsemen immigrated to the United States where for more than 30 
years they performed in circuses and Wild West shows under the billing of “Russian 
Cossacks.” The connection between Buffalo Bill Cody and the Georgian trick riders 
represents one of the earliest relationships between Georgia and Western World. 
Alongside exotic, wild and action stories the book presents the original letters the 
Georgian horsemen, coming from poor village families and farms wrote and sent to 
their parents in Georgia. This is the story of the men who came in search of financial 
support for their families in Georgia and, without knowing it, influenced an essential 
fixture of American culture. 

Irakli Makharadze

Convoy (2018) 
(The Georgian Guards of Russian Emperors)
Convoy was a contingent of first-class soldiers who were granted special rights in the 
Russian Empire.

In this latest book by Irakli Makharadze the story of the Convoy is told. It reveals the 
life of Georgian soldiers who served at the court of the Russian emperors from 1811 
to 1917, how their names spread throughout Europe and Persia and why they were 
critical for the Empire.

The Best Georgian Non-fiction of 2015

Number of Pages: 214
Number of Words: ~35,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 120
Number of Words: ~20,000
Dimensions: 135 X 195

Number of Pages: 182
Number of Words: ~15,000
Dimensions: 220 X 220
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TRADITIONAL AND CLASSIC RECIPES
 
This cookbook filled with beautifully photographed dishes is 
the best way to learn about Georgia and its cuisine.  
It collects more than 90 traditional, classic and exotic Geor-
gian recipes.  
The book is divided into seven chapters, each dedicated 
to a geographical region. Apart from practical recipes, the 
book provides interesting facts about the history, traditions 
and customs related to culinary arts of Georgia. Taste of 
Georgia takes the readers on an unforgettable culinary 
journey starting from the western coastline and ending in 
the farthest east point.

Taste Of Georgia

Number of Pages: 202
Dimensions: 210 X 280

Culinary Books

Text: Diana Anphimiadi | Recipes: Culinary Academy | Photos: Ana Lortkipanidze
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TRADITIONAL AND CLASSIC RECIPES

If you have tried delicious Georgian food, you will probably never forget 
its delectable taste. Georgian cuisine enchants even the most discerning 
gourmets. 
This cookbook, containing 90 great, easy to prepare recipes, shows how to 
make the same delicious food at home: unusual salads (spinach balls and 
cabbage rolls with walnuts), puddings (wine cake and sweet pilaf with 
various jams), Christmas specials and summer tips. 
The book is a must have for those who come to visit Georgia and are 
attracted by its exotic and rich cuisine. It is also a perfect gift for anyone 
who is eager to discover new tastes.

Georgian Cuisine: 90 Recipes

Number of Pages: 168
Dimensions: 210 X 285

RIGHTS SOLD

Estonian (Tänapäev) German (Leopold Stocker Verlag) Latvian 
(Janis Roze Publishers) Ukrainian (Family Leisure Club)

Culinary Books

Text: Diana Anphimiadi | Recipes: Culinary Academy | Photos: Ana Lortkipanidze Recipes: Shota Dvalishvili (M Group)| Photos: Eric Ekedal
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Culinary Books

Number of Pages: 190
Dimensions: 230 X 300

Untamed
Wherever vine grows, its path is closely intertwined with that of men. Men 
make wine; poets sing its merits; kings and fools alike celebrate the wisdom 
it bestows upon them. In many Mediterranean cultures planting vines is 
equated with coming-to-age, with becoming someone. 
On the southern slopes of the Caucasus Mountains, on the current territory 
of Georgia, archaeological findings have confirmed that men have 
been making wine as early as 6000 years B.C., and looking at the current 
Georgian winemaking culture, one can see that the technology has not 
changed that much. Thanks to that uninterrupted longevity, the world has 
two winemaking processes: the European way (i.e. in wooden barrels) and 
the Georgian way (i.e. in buried clay Kvevri). Nowhere else has a culture 
and history of a nation been so closely linked to that of vine than in Georgia, 
nowhere else they face so much struggle and challenges to survive. 
Untamed is an invitation to discover the unique relationship between 
Georgian people and their wine; to explore the different grape varieties 
and the joyful philosophy of life of a small nation that has much to offer to 
the world. 

RIGHTS SOLD
English (Apricate Press) German (Leopold Stocker Verlag)

Text: Anna Saldadze| Preface: Sarah Abbott | Photos: Angus Leadley Brown  
Maps and Illustrations: Giorgi Magradze
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Culinary Books

Number of Pages: 128
Dimensions: 180 X 270

Be My Guest
Be My Guest – the Georgian Recipe for Cooking Success tells the story 
of several prominent Georgian expatriates who, together with to their 
professional skills, used food and hospitality as a universal language that 
made all barriers fall. The authors have carefully selected recipes made by 
the Georgian celebrities living abroad, including George Balanchine, the 
founder of the New York City Ballet; Prince Bagration, the illustrious general of 
the Napoleonic Wars; the Marrying Mdivani siblings; amongst others.
This exquisitely photographed book is the finest illustration yet of Georgia’s 
unique cuisine. Containing not only the superb images of the end results, 
it also explains how to create them. In addition, it offers the true spirit of 
their making with stories and essays on the subjects of Tamadism (toasting), 
cookery and techniques of how to charm your guest. 

RIGHTS SOLD
English (Apricate Press) German (Leopold Stocker Verlag)

Text: Anna Saldadze & David Gigauri  
Text Editor: Michael Vickers Photos: Mariam Janashia
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This catalogue of political cartoons analyzes missed historical 
sources, which played an important role in creating the Georgian 
national identity in the last two centuries. It reveals direct, as well as, 
indirect influences in the society caused by the cartoons published 
in Georgian printed media in 1901-1921, before the sovietization of 
Georgia.
Developing the internal political culture, creating the first political 
parties and debates between them, foreign policy priorities towards 
the neighboring countries, taking part in international conferences, 
the First World War and the national threats coming from Soviet 
Russia – those are the main topics of the cartoons. Most of the 
caricatures are drawn by acclaimed Georgian painter Shalva 
Kikodze and Tbilisi-based German caricaturist Oskar Schmerling.

A Social Smile (2018) 
A Catalogue of Georgian Political Caricature

“That’s what happened 
at Tbilisi elections.”

“What do these 
people demand?”

(Russian peasant to Lenin and Trotsky)

“Play, play… Build this paper socialism! 
But be careful, I may blow that away.”

“What’s going on there? Don’t you know that public 
gathering is prohibited”

Number of Pages: 190
Dimensions: 230 X 300

I l lustraed Books / Art Books

Text: Salome Apkhazishvili 
Illustrations: National Parliamentary Library of Georgia
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Mosaics of Soviet Period in Georgia is the very first collection of 
mosaic artworks created during late 1960s and the 1980s in Soviet 
Republic of Georgia. This publication covers the selection of 
monumental-decorative mosaics to show the diversity of motives, 
materials, techniques and variety of their placement. Some of 
them are in very poor condition, several - already destroyed. Many 
of them are facing the threat of destruction and obliteration. 
Unfortunately, we cannot talk about political will in broader sense, 
any deliberation from the professional community, or a big public 
interest with regards of conserving them. Thus this publication is 
an aspiration to bring the topic to wider audience, put them in 
historical and cultural context, show their beauty and importance, 
and hopefully lead to their preserving and maintenance, which also 
plays role in rethinking the Soviet history of Georgia.

Mosaics of Soviet Period 
in Georgia (2019)

Number of Pages: 190
Dimensions: 230 X 300

I l lustraed Books / Art Books

Text: Nini Palavandishvili 
Photos: Tinatin Kikalishvili, Nino Siradze, Nikoloz Tsiklauri, Jens Malling, Nini Palavandishvili
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I l lustraed Books / Art Books

This new edition of A Book of Wisdom and Lies is illustrated by 
Zura Mchedlishvili, one of the finest book illustrators in Georgia. 
The book is a collection of fables written by Georgian writer 
and diplomat Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani between 1686 and 1695. 
The fables are considered as Georgian classics and is taught in 
schools.
The illustrations presented in the book are considered one of the 
most artistic ones ever created in Georgia. After the first edition of 
in 2010, Mchedlishvili renewed the paintings for this new edition. 

RIGHTS SOLD
German (Edition Orient) 

A Book of Wisdom  
and Lies (2018)

Text: Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani  
Illustrations: Zura Mchedlishvili

Number of Pages: 190
Dimensions: 230 X 300



55

The fascinating stories from Georgian mythology narrated 
by one of the most prominent Georgian writers Marine Maka 
Mikeladze are written for children in an easily understandable 
way. This collection is illustrated by a famous Georgian painter 
Nino Chakvetadze.

RIGHTS SOLD
Russian (Ripol Classic)

Georgian Myths and 
Legends (2013)

Text: Marine Maka Mikeladze  
Illustrations: Nino Chakvetadze

Number of Pages: 160
Dimensions: 135 X 195

I l lustraed Books / Art Books
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Ia Ninoshvili 

Come See the Vine (2011)
An old and very popular nursery rhyme and cumulative tale about how 
everything is cyclical. The story in this novelty book is very simple: there is 
a chain of disappearances.

Tatia Nadareishvili 

The River (2011)
In a black, black river swam black, black fi sh, and those black, black fi sh had 
a black, black snakefi sh queen, and when the dog crossed the river it came 
out with black, black spots, and maybe blackberries, black piglets, black 
clouds all come from this river. What mystery does it hold? This is a story of a 
young girl, fascinated by nature, who gives us a free dive into her childish and 
artistic imagination.

Sopo Kirtadze 

Zolemia - Father Zebra’s Missing 
Stripes (2011)
Father zebra has lost his stripes. So, what should a zebra do when it is deprived 
of its stripes? Maybe visit a doctor and take some medicine, or even use a 
pencil to redraw its stripes?! But NO, the stripes and appearance are not the 
most important things in life. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Turkish (Yapi Kredi) Portuguese (Joaninha Edicoes) 

Eka Tabliashvili

Tiny Spider and His Clock (2011)
Even spiders have their daily schedules. They eat fl y soup and study web 
designs, their favorite movie is Spider-Man and they hate combing their hair. 

RIGHTS SOLD
Portuguese (Joaninha Edicoes)

I l lustraed Books / Art Books



GEORGIAN LITERATURE ABROAD
TRANSLATION SUBSIDIES IN SUPPORT OF 
GEORGIAN LITERATURE DESIGNED BY 
GEORGIAN NATIONAL BOOK CENTER

WHO CAN APPLY?
Foreign Publishing Houses from any country 

ELIGIBILITY 
Program “Georgian Literature in Translations” is 
aimed at supporting the best Georgian Literary 
Works in Translations. 

TERMS 
Translation Subsidies are available exclusively 
for the translation and printing costs. 
Application forms and further information 
on Translation Subsidies are available on the 
website of the Georgian National Book Center: 
www.book.gov.ge



First ever complete graphic novel  
based on the epic medieval poem 

The Knight in the Panther's Skin


