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Preface:
One of the features of cultural growth and eminence, in today’s world is per-capita reading (along with the high
count and diversity of books published). Therefore the officials and people involved in the realm of culture strive
to introduce the top writers and works of literature by different means so that this way, the appropriate backgrounds
are established to promote reading. With a rich and ancient cultural background, the Islamic Republic too has strived
to reach said goals by organizing diverse and prestigious cultural festivals to popularize the culture of reading with
the masses. Among festivals aforementioned are three prizes which carry special weight and have a significant influence:
Islamic Republic of Iran Book of the Year Award:

The plan for this award was put forward by the then culture minister (1983) and approved by the Iran’s Cultural Revolution High Council. Based on the approved regulations, each year and coinciding with the blessed days of Fajr, the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
organizes the closing ceremony for this big cultural festival in which, authors of selected books in humanities, applied sciences, pure sciences and also children and teenage literature are celebrated.
Jalal Al-e-Ahmad Literary Award:

This award was introduced in 2009. Each year, the festival’s closing ceremony is held
on the birth researches.
In this anniversary of Jalal Al-e-Ahmad (contemporary famous Iranian story-writer)
and it commends authors of stories, literary criticism and historical work, Iran’s Cultural Fairs Institute (ICFI) has
tried to create a background to acquaint other nations with Islamic Iran’s culture by providing a brief introduction
to the most outstanding works and writers in fiction and poetry selected by the mentioned awards(from the beginning up to 2018) and to have a strong presence in international book fairs.
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Longing to Meet
Winner of the first Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1983
Author: Mohammadreza Sarshar
Subject: Children chapter book
Year of publishing: 2012/13th edition
No. of Pages: 32/Paperback
Size: 14× 22
ISBN: 978600173121
* Sample English text is available.

About the Book
Longing to Meet is about is set in the sidelines of the battle of Yarmook in which Prophet Mohammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) fought. A fellowman of the prophet called A buzar Qaffari was left behind for the battle and the story depicts his efforts to make it to the battlefield in a beautiful, smooth and childish
language. Sarshar’s book also pictures Madina as it was in the time of the prophet with its Muslim population
trying to make their way with commitment in the sweltering summer heat. The book was published with drawings of Tahmineh Khaajavi by Mehr Soureh publication and has been republished many times, with over
415 thousand copies sold. It was also translated to Urdu in India and to English.
About the Author
Mohammad Reza Sarshar (1953-Kazeroon) is amongst the most prolific writers and most blunt critics in
Iran especially when it comes to children and young adult books. His way of storytelling and his literary
opinion pieces clearly trace their roots back to his vast studies about the history of Iran and Islam and are also
based on eastern and western literary theories. On the other hand, because he was the chief editor of many literary
magazines and was an active voice on the radio for many years, Sarshar managed to establish a long-term
connection with a significant number of audiences. He has won at least 26 rewards in Iran for his literary endeavors, some of which have been translated to English and Urdu. Furthermore, the international publication who is
who named him as one of Iran’s cultural celebrities in 1994. Sarshaar is now the director of Iran’s Pen Community, the only exclusive guild of writers in Iran.

Some of his books:
Asil Abad (Asil Abad). Tehran: Farhang-e Eslami, 1978
If Daddy Dies (Agar Baba Bemirad). Tehran: Farhang-e Eslami, 1978
Our Sorrowful Story (Gheseye Por Ghoseye Ma). Tehran: Anjaam Ketab, 1987
Now the Chosen Orphan (Inak Aan Yatim-e Nazarkardeh). Tehran: Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children and Young Adults, 1997
The Last Messenger (Akharin Ferestadeh). Tehran: Madreseh, 2002
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The Most Beautiful Song

*Winner of the 5th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1987
Author: Shokoufe Taqi
Subject: Children chapter book
Publisher :Amirkabir Pubs.
Year of publishing: 1998/5th edition
No. of Pages: 20/Paperback
Size: 22× 22
ISBN: ?
* Sample English text is available.

About the Book
The Most Beautiful Song, the author crafts a story in that atmosphere that provides its audience with the highest concepts of physical and spiritual caliber that can help with the better understanding of the beauty of creation. In the story, a boy in his childish joy wakes up from sleep to find himself hearing a beautiful voice which
creates an ecstasy in him, prompting him to want to find its source. He turns to flowers, bird, the sun and the
river as sources of the most beautiful songs on this Earth to unlock the mystery of the voice he had heard. The boy
eventually realizes that it is the sum of all songs in creation that form such a beautiful voice and finds out that the
voice he was hearing has been an essence of all this world has to offer. In her story that is imbued with imagery
of faith, the author counts all symbols of creation that can prove tangible in the young mind of her audience
among the beautiful structures that coupled with other Godly creations form a complete symbol of beauty. She
wants to teach her audience that all they see in the environment around them is a reflection of the essence of
the one who has created them, and asks them to see all of it as a single organism, therefore using it as a natural
beautifying element.
About the Author
Shoukufe Taqi (1953-Kazeroon) is among the immigrant Iranian authors of children and young adult books
whose works were met with remarkable success at the Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and
Young Adults. Taqi started her education at Tehran University in psychology and later became a student of Glasgow, Uppsala and Yale universities in Iranian studies, Islam studies and judicial law. She started writing for children when she was but 16 herself, but has since also been active in other literary genres.
Some of her books:
Earthly Signs of Love (Ayehaye Zamini-e Eshq). Tehran: Amir Kabir, 1988
Four Seasons (Chahar Fasl). Tehran: Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults,
1989
The Meaning of Luck in the Spoken and Written Culture of Iranians (Ma’naye
Bakht Dar Farhang-e Shafahi va Katbi-e Iranian). Tehran: Baran, 1999
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A stone and a Friend

*Winner of the 7th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1989

Author: Jafar Ebrahimi
Subject: Yong Adult (novel)
Publisher: Amirkabir Pubs.
Year of publishing: 2009/4th edition
No. of Pages: 176/Paperback
Size: 21× 14
ISBN: 9789643005269
* Sample English text is available.

About the Book
In A Stone and a Friend, the author uses a family road trip as the baseline. From his point of view in the story, a
journey is the starting point of a significant evolution; seeing, feeling and even smelling the novelties and
drowning in the unique experience of understanding them for the first time.
The young protagonist of his story embarks on a journey that is not within reach for many other boys his age.
He is on his way to Mecca to visit the house of God. With his playful and childish view, the author links his
audience to the protagonist and sends them on a memorable trip. The author's unique point of view of
this significant yearly religious phenomenon, transforms into the understanding that a young audience can develop of such a holy place and is the description of the place that forms in their mind.
The book tries to introduce his reader with the spiritual tone of visiting holy places such as Mecca and Medina. The importance of his work comes into full view when one considers the young target audience who are at
the beginning of their path of knowing and understanding the world they live in and shaping their own. By inviting his readers to explore the joys of connecting with God from a young age, the writer opens a way that can
bring about a lifetime of peace and healthy living.
About the Author
Jafar Ebrahimi (1951/Ardabil) is best known because of his poetry for children; poems that featured in children’s literary textbooks for many years and formed a part of their early education. He managed to nab a top-tier
literary award from the ministry of culture in recognition of his body of work.
Some of his books:
-A Stone and a Friend (Yek Sang va Yek Doost). Tehran: Amir Kabir, 1976
-Down Wet Alleys (Dar Koochehaye Khis). Tehran: Amir Kabir, 1994
-Second Sky (Aseman-e Dovom). Tehran: Mehrab-e Qalam, 1999
-The Sky is Not Cloudy (Aseman Abri Nist). Tehran: Honar va Adabiat, 1995
-The Bird is My Sister (Parandeh Khahar-e Man Ast). Tehran: Kanoun, 2014
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Fire in Harvest

*Winner of the 7th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Awards in 1989

Author: Hussein Fattahi
Subject: Fiction (novel)
Publisher: Amirkabir Pubs.
Year of publishing: 1989
No. of Pages: 142/Paperback
Size: 21× 14
ISBN: 9789643000478
* Sample English text is available.

About the book

“Fire in Harvest” is one of the first novels for adolescents in the years following the Revolution. Its main characters are two Iranian Arab youths living in a village in Khuzestan. Despite their young age, they do farming and
cattle farming. By the end of the summer, the Iraqi military suddenly attacks their land and some of the leaders of
their tribes support the Iraqis. One of the two friends unintentionally enters resistance and public struggles
against the invaders while the other tries to help his friend and this forms a thrilling story. With its epic ending,
this story helps the audience understand the sacred defense much better.
While trying to localize a literacy genre in “Fire in Harvest”, the author creates a novel which successfully
meets the principles of adolescent genre: it’s simple, conceivable and suspending and the author does not seek
to limit it within his own ideology.Yet, the story is highly conceivable in which the author successfully tries to
keep the situation suspended and increase the audience’s interest in continuing reading. Several drawings in
black and white fulfill this amusement. These drawings, artistically done by Mehdi Karimkhani, underline the
fact that this book and its author are committed to the adolescent genre.
About the Author
Hosein Fattahi (1957/Yazd). Although having majored in accounting, he has various works in authorship,
rewriting old literature, script writing and even translation. Most of Fattahi’s works are focused on issues involving the Islamic Republic and the Sacred Defense. He has worked in children division for several years and
has rewritten the biography of some of Iranian culture and civilization celebrities.
Some of his books:
-Love in Wartime (Eshgh-e Salhaye Jang). Tehran: Ghadyani, 1994.
-Island Boys (Pesaran-e Jazire). Tehran: Ghalam-e Iran Association, 2009. Palms Fairy (Pary-e Nakhlestanha). Tehran: Ghadyani, 2009.
-Revolution School (Madreseye Enghelab). Tehran: Zekr, 2009.
-Pigeon Season (Fasle Kabootar). Tehran: Soure Mehr, 2014.
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The Whistle of the Ruler

*Winner of the 8th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1989
Author: Fariba Kalhor
Subject: Fiction (novel)
Publisher: Mehrabe-Ghalam Pubs.
Year of publishing: 2013/13th edition
No. of Pages: 12/Paperback
Size: 22× 22
ISBN: 9789643001033285
* Sample English text is available.

About the Book
Sara and her grandfather go to the park. She swings for a while and then encourages her grandfather to sit on the
swing. But the park guard does not let him.
Excerpt: Sara pulled her grandfather' s hand, urging him to move faster towards the playground. When the
got there, she ran and hopped on the swing. ''Swing me, Grandpa! Harder! Harder!" she said.
About the Author
Fariba Kalhor (1962/Kermanshah) is one of the most successful female writers working after the Islamic
Revolution who has created many long stories for her young readers during the past four decades. Kalhor
started her literary career in the 1980s by writing stories for Roshd magazines that are published for Iranian
students in all educational grades. She also boasts a 13-year experience of working as the chief editor in Soroush Magazine for children.
By writing more than a thousand stories for children and young adults, Kalhor was dubbed The ThousandTales Lady.
Some of her books:
-Lovingly (Asheqane). Tehran: Amott, 2013
-Intellectuals of Planet Oraq (Houshmandan-e Sayareye Oraq). Tehran: Qadiani,1995
-The Cursed Girl (Dokhtar-e Nefrin Shodeh). Tehran: Fariba, 2015
-Mirror-Wearing Girl (Dokhtar-e Aeeneh Poush). Tehran: Soroush, 1997
-Me and the Cheese Tree (Man va Derakht-e Panir). Tehran: Peydayesh, 2011
.
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Tales of Sabalan(3 Vols.)

Winner of the 11th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1993

Author: MohammadReza Bayrami
Publisher: Soore-ye Mehr Publications
Year of Publication: 2011/3rd Edition
Size: 21×14
◙ Sample English text is available.
◙ The book was honored in Iranian literary festivals.
◙ The book won Bern Golden Bear Prize in Swiss.
Right Sold: Iran (Soore-ye Mehr)-America (Mazda
Publications)

About the Book:

The Tales of Sabalan” trilogy is a series of young adult novel as, with the definite potential of publication as a
unique novel in one volume:
The Mountain Called Me:No. of Pages: 118,
This book is the story of a young boy named “Jalal”. In winter and in the mountainous and snow-covered village
of Sabalan heights, Jalal’s father dies following a hard illness. Since his family is in poor financial conditions, he
takes the responsibility of them. He had to grown-up before his time and helps his family. But he knows that all
his efforts are no use. While snow-sweeping, he becomes sick and also cuts his hand when shattering the fodders.
So his character and potential has been stabilized in this way. This book is the first volume of “Sabalan Stories
Collection “which has received many domestic and foreign awards.
At the Edge of Cliff: No. of Pages: 96
Continuations of winter and heavy snow fall have brought about new problems for Jalal and his family and mountain village. Village retinues die; wolves wander around the village night and day to take carcasses. We can ambiguously understand through the looking of wolf that the shepherd of sheep is the person who goes around with
staff and the wolf enjoying splendorous destiny is now wishing for hunting but he doesn’t have past power. He
tries to near the herd several times but the shepherd and sheep-dog prevent him. The wolf who can’t abandon
sheep herd, continues following and comes to the village to discover the stable of sheep. At night, the wolf climbs
up the roof of stable but he can’t find any way to enter there. He walks around the hole of roof with insolvency
for a long time. Finally, he jumps into the stable and eats the first sheep. He finds out that he doesn’t have any
way out. He kills the other sheep to make a mound and reach the roof but he doesn’t succeed.
In the Country-house: No. of Pages: 138
Heavy winter passes. Jalal is waiting for holidays to go to village accompanied by his family. Pastoral life in village along with its dangers considers new experiment for Jalal. So he feels restless for the promised time. Finally,
migrant tribes come and take Jalal with themselves. Different events occur. They discover intact scenes and confront with new animals. They find a footprint of an animal beside the pasture fountain coming to pasture at nights
and destroy everything there while grazing. Finally, they find out that the footprint is of a horse. They lie in wait
of the horse in different nights. Jalal who has not forgotten "Qashqa" is very concerned and doesn’t know this
horse is his or not. They lay trap for horse and intend to catch him but he escapes.
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Due to darkness of night, Jalal is not able to recognize the horse correctly. Since Jalal doesn’t want to lose his
hope, he is not so eager to be solved this problem. In this story, horse situation indicates the vague position of
Jalal’s future.
About the Author
MohammadReza Bayrami (1965/Iran) is one of the most successful Iranian authors of memoirs, fiction and
war novels for young adults and adults. He has written more or less 40 novels, story collections and novelettes
for children, teenagers and adults. He has always been a mainstream Iranian figure and has won tens of national
awards - including IRI Year Book- and two international awards, namely Most Valuable Bear and Blue Glass
wearied snake from Switzerland. He has been a nominee for Swedish Astrid Lindgren Award for two rounds.
Some of his Books
Roadmates (Hamsafaran). Tehran: Neyestan, 2011
Hello Stone (Sang Salam). Tehran: Asr-Dastan, 2014
Line of Contact (Khat-e Tamas). Tehran: Fatehan, 2014
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Wolves do not Fear the Snow

Winner of the 21th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 1993
Publisher: Ghadyani Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2011/2th Edition
No. of Pages: 279
Age Group: Adults
Size: 24×14
ISBN: 978-964-536-421-0
◙ Sample English text is available.
◙It also won the “Book of the Season” award and the
top prize of the “Children and Young Adults’ Book Festival” in 2009.

About the Book:

The novel, which mainly targets the younger generation as its audience, follows the story of two teenagers
who have gone out of the village they live in to watch a frozen waterfall. In their absence, earthquake strikes
and takes the whole village along with their families and friends under the debris and heavy snow. Then the
hungry wolves surround the village and attack it in search of food. The two protagonists must fend off the
hungry beasts and safeguard the integrity of their families and their ruined village. This novel merits consideration in young adult literature in two regards.
One is that the author is someone who has recognized and appreciated all the native qualities happening in and
shaping his story and has used them to create a good story line. This mastery, especially in the description and
creation of the story’s climax really comes into its own and makes the novel ever more beautiful. On the other
hand, this novel is written while bearing in mind all the traditional characteristics of its landscape. The role the
two teenagers play is pivotal to the way it creates the tension and excitement; a kind of suspense caused by the
confrontation with a natural phenomenon and not a fictional one. Bayrami has made his story tangible, close.
Furthermore, the novel has been treated with a good open ending, implying that the story still goes one and
with the end of one chapter, comes another one in another form. On the other hand, Bayrami uses two different fonts in publication of the book, a move that according to him is to show the truth of divine providence and
fate and a look toward future and predicting the future that lies in wait for the reader and the narrator. According to the critics, Wolves Are Not Afraid of Snow is one of Bayrami’s best works that has managed to showcase
the poetic confrontation between its audience and the concept of faith and belief.

About the Author
MohammadReza Bayrami (1965/Iran) is one of the most successful Iranian authors of memoirs, fiction and
war novels for young adults and adults. He has written more or less 40 novels, story collections and novelettes
for children, teenagers and adults. He has always been a mainstream Iranian figure and has won tens of national
awards - including IRI Year Book- and two international awards, namely Most Valuable Bear and Blue Glass
wearied snake from Switzerland. He has been a nominee for Swedish Astrid Lindgren Award for two rounds.
Some of his Books
Roadmates (Hamsafaran). Tehran: Neyestan, 2011
Hello Stone (Sang Salam). Tehran: Asr-Dastan, 2014
Line of Contact (Khat-e Tamas). Tehran: Fatehan, 2014
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The Midget King and 40 Big Troubles

Winner of the 20th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2002
Author: Mehdi Mirkiyee
Publisher: Mehrab-e Ghalam
Year of Publishing: 2012
No. of Pages: 67
Size: 24×14
ISBN: 97860010103
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the Book:
Fr om olden times until today, legends and parables have formed a significant part of the essence of Iranian literature. From the poems of classical poets and the prose that has remained from centuries ago to rewriting or creating
works of fiction in contemporary times, legends and myths have always proven to be a source of information
and inspiration for authors. While some writers prefer to rewrite old myths, others choose to base their characters
on mythical ones. There are also creative writers who strive to create a different fantastical or even comical atmosphere in their stories; drawing on ancient characters. The Midget King and 40 Big Troubles has been penned
the same way. On one hand, Mirkiaei has embedded the king and his attendants as classic characters at the heart
of his story, on the other hand giving them a whole new side in favor of storytelling elements and his young audiences by the way their stories are narrated, adding a touch of humor.
In another thought-provoking metaphor, he depicts all people born in the land of the king exactly like him; the
kingdom they live in is one which under strict orders of the king, controls babies from the very moment they are
born. People and maternities are under orders to dress the newborn in the official army black attires of the king,
shave their head, hold their hand up as a sign of recognition and eventually draw a picture of them as a show of
respect to the king.
About the Author
Mehdi Mirkiaei (1973-Tehran) is a contemporary writer and scholar who is also an academic of Allameh
Tabataba’i University. He began his literary career by penning stories for children, but later expanded his activities
by attaining an academic certificate in history. In the years after the Islamic Revolution, Mirkiaei’s works gained
the attention of many literary critics and award juries and beside the book of the year award, he managed to nab a
variety of literary awards including the Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults’
book of the year award and the Council for Children’s Books’ book of the year award. Furthermore, two translations of his works have been published in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Some of his Books:
Legend of the Marble Lair (Afsaneye Laneye Marmarin). Tehran: Shabaviz, 2004
The Song of the Charred Tree (Avaz-e Derakht-e Sookhteh). Tehran: Taka, 2010
Fire and Water (Ab o Atash). Tehran: Amir Kabir, 2015
Let’s Write a Story (Biaid Dastan Benevisim). Tehran: Talaee, 2015
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Lost Secret of Khaavar

Winner of the 23th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2005
Author: Abdolmajid Najafi
Publisher: Soore-ye Mehr Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2004
No. of Pages: 112
Size: 21×14
ISBN:
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the book
Lost Secret of Khaavar that showcases the writer’s style of story writing and how he uses his imagination as a tool
to describe the modern life. Aside from writing an interesting story, he tries to teach the principles of story writing
to young adults. The protagonist of this novel is a young boy named Majid who with the encouragement of his
teacher, decides to write a story about Khaale Khaavar (Aunt Khaavar) and her son Hedayat who went to military
service years ago and never came back. To write the story, Majid uses his imagination and mixes the creations of
his mind with actual events to tell the story of Khaale khaavar and her son Hedayat. Literary critics in Iran believe
that Lost Secret of Khaavar is a novel that beside having a simple style of writing, is also full of sentiment. The
writer’s attention to details of the locations and also the strong characters of the story, compels the reader to want
to finish the story as soon as possible and with excitement. Furthermore, using elements of fiction like traveling
back in time and having legendary beings like paper giants and the mixture with bitter happenings of Khaavar’s
life made an interesting dichotomy between a dark and a beautiful world for Majid to create, and he finally decides to create a beautiful world for Khaale Khaavar. Lost Secret of Khaavar was an effort to create a modern
fictional story in today’s young adult literature. Although it must be noted that this story is not fully fictional
and because it possesses supernatural elements, it cannot be called a classic Iranian story.
About the Author
Abdolmajid Najafi (1959-Tabriz) attained a degree in Persian language and literature on that account, he has
been teaching fiction writing for years and has also been working as a consultant and a teacher in the Institute for
the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults. Najafi is among the prolific writers who have also
been very close to the journalistic circles and his years of experience working with publications such as Keyhan
Children and Soroush gave him a vast and deep insight about those whom he writes for.Najafi’s books have been
praised several times by the Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults and the
Book council.
Some of his books:
-Orange Songs (Avazhaye Narenji). Tehran: Monadi-e Tarbiat, 2003
-A Girl Named Paria (Dokhtari Be Nam-e Paria). Mashhad: Behnashr,
-Lost Secret of Khaavar (Raaz-e Gomshodeye Khaavar). Tehran: Soureh Mehr,2004
-Heaven’s Garden (Baagh-e Malakoot). Tehran: Soureh Mehr, 2008
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Killing Dragons

Winner of the 24th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in2008
Author: Yusef Alikhani
Publisher: Amoot Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2007
No. of Pages: 176
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 9789643513672
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the Book
Killing Dragons are not merely the writer's imaginations and myths. The short stories are in fact narrations,
perceptions and his efforts for creating a supernatural and fantasy ambience which can indeed be the stage for a
legend, regional story or beliefs and thoughts of a land in which he himself was born. The stories in the book
depict villagers who live on the basis and their belief in some stories and narrations which have passed down
from generation by generation. Moreover, when it comes to dealing with strange events, they simply use the
same methods their past generations did. The stories hold a friendly language which can also be seen in the dialogues of the heroes. The readers can find the conversations easy and simple however the local dialects help the
stories’ ambience as well.
Following its publication, the book received many criticisms for its frequency in using regional terms however the critics also praised the ambience of the stories and its beautiful language.
About the Author
Yousef Alikhani (1975-Qazvin) holds a Bachelor’s degree in Arabic Language and Literature from the University
of Tehran. During his studies at the university he worked as a journalist to earn subsistence income following
which he turned into a noted journalist by conducting interviews with Iranian literary figures. While working as a
journalist, Alikhani tried his hand at writing short stories as well. Interviews with the third generation of Iranian
writers, rewriting ancient Persian love stories, writing a novel and a short story are a part of his literary career. He
is currently the manager of Iranian Amout Publications.
Some of his Works
-The Third Generation of Fiction Writing in Today’s Iran: Interviews with Writers
(Nasl-e Sevom Dastannevisi Emrooz Iran). Tehran: Markaz, 2001. -Potion of Love (Majoon-e Eshgh). Tehran:
Amout, 2009.
-Looking for Hassan Sabbah: The Life Story of the God of Alamut (Be Donbal-e Khodavand Alamut). Tehran:
Qoqnoos, 2007.
-Aziz and Negar: Re-reading a Love Story (Aziz va Negar). Tehran: Qoqnoos, 2002
-Willow’s Bride (Aroos-e Bid). Tehran: Amout, 2009.
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Lullaby for the Dead Girl

Winner of the 26th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2008
Author: Hamidreza Shahabadi
Publisher: Ofoq Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2016/6th Edition
No. of Pages: 155
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 9789643695057
◙ Sample English text is available.
◙ welcomed greatly by Iranian addresses: 6The edition.
◙ Nominated in shahid Ghanipoor literary prize in
Iran (2008)
◙ Nominated in Ketab-e bartar (Festival in Iran 2009)

About the book
Lullaby for the Dead Girl is a prime example of Shah Abadi’s attitude toward writing. He chooses a historical
event as the backdrop driving his plot, and then builds on it using his own imagination to recreate his characters
and bolster their role in the story. The story begins with the reader witnessing a hundred young Quchani girls
being sold to the Turkoman tribes in Pakistan during the reign of Qajar dynasty. Shah Abadi centers the story on
a girl who in spite of dying, travels forward in time and history to reach two modern girls and tries to help them
discover their familial roots. In creating the story line of his novel, Shah Abadi had to narrate historical events
often old and forgotten, with a flair that would attract his young audience. To do so, he changed the way it was
expected of the story to be presented and put his own fictional, analyzing mental image of a young girl’s s h o r t
life and the tragic end she was met with in a time machine and made it presentable and imaginable for his readers. The use of devices of story-telling based on the force of imagination and also the creation of a suspenseful
and at times satirical atmosphere, has made this novel one that not only could be read eagerly by teenagers, but
also by other age groups. What’s more, one cannot simply put aside what has been offered in this novel after it is
finished and it stays with the reader for a long time.
A defining characteristic of this novel is the attention it pays to the official and documented history of Iran. Although according to the critics there has always been the fear that writing books with historical backgrounds
could induce a sense of obsolescence in the reader’s mind, but Shah Abadi tries to give his book a new face by
linking the historical context with contemporary events. It must be said though that this technique does not
have many devoted fans among writers, especially the ones writing for young adults.
About the Author
Hamid Reza Shahabadi (1967-Tehran) The first turning point in his life that later on helped him in writing for
the younger audiences was graduating from high school at 17 and starting teaching immediately. As he later on
said about it himself, he spent his first year teaching to students his own age. Four years after teaching, he went to
Tabriz University in 1988 to continue his education and started studying history and also had some experiences in
TV and movie industries.Shahabadi published his first short story titled Before the Rain in a cultural magazine in
1989 and after that, story-telling became more of an important subject to him. In his career, aside from teaching.
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Lullaby for the Dead Girl

Winner of the 26th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2008
Author: Hamidreza Shahabadi
Publisher: Ofoq Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2016/6th Edition
No. of Pages: 155
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 9789643695057
◙ Sample English text is available.
◙ welcomed greatly by Iranian addresses: 6The edition.
◙ Nominated in shahid Ghanipoor literary prize in
Iran (2008)
◙ Nominated in Ketab-e bartar (Festival in Iran 2009)

About the book
Lullaby for the Dead Girl is a prime example of Shah Abadi’s attitude toward writing. He chooses a historical
event as the backdrop driving his plot, and then builds on it using his own imagination to recreate his characters
and bolster their role in the story. The story begins with the reader witnessing a hundred young Quchani girls
being sold to the Turkoman tribes in Pakistan during the reign of Qajar dynasty. Shah Abadi centers the story on
a girl who in spite of dying, travels forward in time and history to reach two modern girls and tries to help them
discover their familial roots. In creating the story line of his novel, Shah Abadi had to narrate historical events
often old and forgotten, with a flair that would attract his young audience. To do so, he changed the way it was
expected of the story to be presented and put his own fictional, analyzing mental image of a young girl’s s h o r t
life and the tragic end she was met with in a time machine and made it presentable and imaginable for his readers. The use of devices of story-telling based on the force of imagination and also the creation of a suspenseful
and at times satirical atmosphere, has made this novel one that not only could be read eagerly by teenagers, but
also by other age groups. What’s more, one cannot simply put aside what has been offered in this novel after it is
finished and it stays with the reader for a long time.
A defining characteristic of this novel is the attention it pays to the official and documented history of Iran. Although according to the critics there has always been the fear that writing books with historical backgrounds
could induce a sense of obsolescence in the reader’s mind, but Shah Abadi tries to give his book a new face by
linking the historical context with contemporary events. It must be said though that this technique does not
have many devoted fans among writers, especially the ones writing for young adults.
About the Author
Hamid Reza Shahabadi (1967-Tehran) The first turning point in his life that later on helped him in writing for
the younger audiences was graduating from high school at 17 and starting teaching immediately. As he later on
said about it himself, he spent his first year teaching to students his own age. Four years after teaching, he went to
Tabriz University in 1988 to continue his education and started studying history and also had some experiences in
TV and movie industries.Shahabadi published his first short story titled Before the Rain in a cultural magazine in
1989 and after that, story-telling became more of an important subject to him. In his career, aside from teaching.
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The War Road

Winner of the 28th Islamic Ripublic of Iran Book of the Year Award in 2010

Author: Mansur Anvari
Publisher: Soore-ye Mehr Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2016/6th Edition
No. of Pages: 440
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 9789645065425
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the book
The War Road was written by Mansour Anvari in fourteen volumes, ten of which are published, and the novel is
supposed to be completed in twenty volumes. Not many works like this novel portray a thorough narration of
Iran’s contemporary history from the 1940s until present time.Anvari starts his narration from 25th of August
in 1941, which was the day Russians invaded Iran from the north east of Khorasan and Iran was occupied by
the Allies. He goes on the story by telling the most prominent contemporary historical events in a long story
form, narrating important incidents like; June 5th 1963 demonstrations, the clashes of Islamic groups, people’s
demonstration against Pahlavi Regime, the events leading to the Islamic Revolution’s triumph in the last months
and anti-revolution groups in Kurdistan, etc.
The first seven volumes concentrate on the subsequent events after the occupation of the country by the Russians, although the author expresses his view toward the other important contemporary incidents in other volumes. The protagonists of Anvari’s novel are two characters that play their roles artistically throughout the story.
The first character is called Margan, who battles the Russians in Bajgiran Canyon for nine hours, and the other character is a corporal called Seyed Reza Sharifi who takes a liking to a female officer working for the Russian army. He eventually sets up her escape from the army and flees with her.
About the Author
Mansour Anvari (1955-Neyshapour) has worked on contemporary story-writing for several years, but he has
become widely known only recently. Before the success of his novel, Anvari hadn’t tried to tell his life story but
his career in writing spans to two decades. In spite of this, his works were not well- known due to the fact that he
lives far from the capital. Eventually he achieved a huge success with the publication of The W ar Road, which
helped him introduce his later works more efficiently.
Some of his Works:
-The War Road (Jadeye Jang). Tehran: Soure Mehr, 2009
-Sleeping Lions (Shiran-e Khofte). Mashhad: Zolal Andisheh, 2007
-Over the Phoenix’s Nest (Bar Faraze Ashianeye Angha). Tehran: Sarir, 2014
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Ah Ba Shin

Winner of the 7th Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Award in 2014
Author: Mohammadkazem Mazinani
Publisher: Soore-ye Mehr Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2013
No. of Pages: 356
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 97896001756917
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the Book
Ah Ba Shin is actually the second part of a trilogy examining the era before the Islamic Revolution. In the first
book of the trilogy, Mazinani chronicles the life of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi the last Shah of Iran but in the second volume, details the activities of a leftist revolutionary fighter with Communistic tendencies. The story begins in the 1940s with his birth and he remains the main character up until the year 2011 and in a way shows
the differences and contradictions between two generations by putting his way of thinking against his own child.
That being said, like his previous work in the trilogy, this novel is a story based on historical documents and inspired by a true story which in turn has been completed and ornamented with his character-honing skills and
creative mind. Yousefali Mirshakak prominent Iranian poet and critic calls this novel the narrator of Iranian people’s history and says: “In this novel, the author has strived with acuity to use Qajar history as a metaphor for
all of Iran’s ancient history and to introduce it as the time we were confronted with the outside world.” In the
first two published parts of the trilogy, Mazinani labours to create his story without a fixed ideological look and
this has led to the creation of a work that has generated many other novels not concerned with relaying a specific
message, but with playing the role of an all-showing mirror held firm, reflecting the evolution of the Iranian people. Creating a new style of suspension in story-telling that goes beyond the functions of narration, Mazinani
confronts his audience with a novel that apart from its historical citations, shows the intertwined fibers of Iranian
life in the turbulent political eras between the 1960s and 2010s. On the other hand, the book’s smooth prose and
Mazinani’s wide use of words must be attributed to his poetic nature and it is a factor that has helped the books
public and commercial success.
About the Author
Mohammad Kazem Mazinani (1963-Damqan) author of works for children and young adults and these days the
famous writer of stories targeted at the adult population.Mazinani’s first professional endeavor took shape in
Children’s Keihan and after that, from 1993 to 1995 he started creating works for young adults in Hamshahri
newspaper and etched away for other publications too. His first work came out in 1987 in the form of poetry for
the younger generation and the last of them was Ah Ba Shin which was met with success and took home prizes
such the Enqelab Festival of Story-telling award, Shahid Ghanipour literary award and the Jalal Al-e-Ahmad literary award. Mazinani’s career boasts significant wins such as the Book of the Year award, Fajr International
Poetry Festival award, Iranian Press award, Book Festival of Roshd award and other Iranian awards. 53 of his
works have been published so far.
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Autumn in the Train

Winner of the 24th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2007
Author: Mohammadkazem Mazinani
Publisher: Soore-ye Mehr Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2008/4th Edition
No. of Pages: 59
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 97899645060075
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the Book
Like most stories pertaining to the Sacred Defense (in reference to the Iran-Iraq war), Autumn in the Train has also
been authored based on ideas that are rooted in the truth. Mazinani himself has said about the story that he was
inspired
to write it when he watched a story on the news. The news story showed the mother whose son had been
martyred during the war and at the same times she got the news of her son’s death and when it was spreading
through their village it was also heard that the horse of the family has died. Employing this as the base of his story,
Mazinani crafts a story in which the emotional points of view of an animal and humans are explored in a backdrop
of war.
In this novel, he has tried to create a work that is unlike other works written in Iran with a similar subject matter
and that is why he has opted for a different style of narration. Mazinani starts his story by picturing a rural family whose youngest son is fighting in the trenches and narrates his story through the mind of the family and
their tame animal. This book is a depiction of joys and sorrows of a family, showing the exclusive elements that
shape an Iranian family including their emotional attachments and personal relationships.
Even though the novel has been written for a young adult target audience and so the author could have used various time and space jumps to add to the attraction of his work for readers of this age, he has instead opted not to
exit the backdrop of rural living and narrate his story of war from the point of view of a small society in order
to avoid clichés that exist when it comes to writing a war story.
About the Author
Mohammad Kazem Mazinani (1963-Damqan) author of works for children and young adults and these days the
famous writer of stories targeted at the adult population.Mazinani’s first professional endeavor took shape in
Children’s Keihan and after that, from 1993 to 1995 he started creating works for young adults in Hamshahri
newspaper and etched away for other publications too. His first work came out in 1987 in the form of poetry for
the younger generation and the last of them was Ah Ba Shin which was met with success and took home prizes
such the Enqelab Festival of Story-telling award, Shahid Ghanipour literary award and the Jalal Al-e-Ahmad literary award. Mazinani’s career boasts significant wins such as the Book of the Year award, Fajr International
Poetry Festival award, Iranian Press award, Book Festival of Roshd award and other Iranian awards. 53 of his
works have been published so far.
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Booklessness

Winner of the 10th Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards in 2017
& The 35th Islamic Republic of Iran’s Book of the Year Award in 2018
Author: Mohammadreza Sharafi Khabushan
Publisher: Sharestan-e Adab Pubs.
Year of Publishing: 2016
No. of Pages: 264
Size: 21×14
ISBN: 978996006889979
◙ Sample English text is available.

About the Book
In his Booklessness, Sharafi becomes the creator of several unique narratives as he endeavors to provide a
first-hand and detailed account of an important historical event, the so-called Minor Tyranny, a one-year period
that began on June 23, 1908 when Mohammad Ali Shah, the sixth king of the Qajar Dynasty, bombarded the
building of the parliament with cannons through military and political support of Russia and Britain.
This is a narrative enriched with many controversies and details of a major and tectonic experience in the contemporary history of Iran that could previously only be found in history books. On the other hand, he narrates the
story of one of the biggest and most exotic and odd cultural and historical properties of the Qajar Dynasty, the
huge library that was built within the imperial palace during the sovereignty of Naser al- Din Shah and is said
that even its locks and keys were built from pure gold. Sharafi tells the story of how the library is sacked during
the chaos of the Minor Tyranny and what happens to it. As the author himself is a lover of books, he tells the
story with as much detail and enthusiasm as possible, and documents a significant event in Iran’s novel genre in
his Booklessness. The other notable thing about this book is rooted in its prose. Although many of the historical
fiction works that have been created in Iran’s contemporary fiction writing have tried to use a special and unique
language, Sharafi does his best to reach a language beyond what has been used so far. He provides a curious
mix of the narrative literature that was used during the time of the Qajar Dynasty and the commonplace literature
of today that ultimately means his book cannot be fully categorized under one of those literary styles. At the
same time as the novel makes readers feel that they are reading a book written in the time of the Qajar Dynasty, it
is in no way as hard to read as actual books of that period.
About the Author
contemporary literature who has become
relatively well-known among Iranian audiences by
fiction books that
new
in terms of
the
they use. He is well-versed in poetry in addition to storytelling and has so far published two collections of poems. Beyond the two prestigious Jalal Ale Ahmad and National Book of the Year awards, Sharafi
has managed to nab the Golden Pen Literary Award, the Shahid Habib Ghanipour Award and the Holy Defense
Book of
Year Award in Iran.
Some of his books:
-Yahya
Sooreh Mehr, 2012
-Your Hair is the Home of the Fish (Moohaye to Khaneh-e
Tehran: Asre Dastan, 2013
-Van Gogh Love (Asheghi Be
Van
Shahrestane Adab, 2014
-Booklessness (Bi
Shahrestane Adab, 2016
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Pol Literary & Translation Agency

Founded in 2005, POL is a full-service agent that translates Iranian books and represents Persian language publishers, authors and illustrators through the world.
POL try to make publicity of Iranian books through the introduction and presentation in major international cultural events such as book fairs to sell their rights as well as identifying and introducing
useful books from other countries to translate and publish in Iran.

Pol main programs are:
1 - Children and Young adults
2 - Fiction (Novels and short stories)
3 - Non-Fiction

POL services and editorial developments are:
-Publicity of Iranian books through introduction and presentation of books in major international
book fairs, catalogues and brochures, websites, literary and cultural seminars and through contacts
and negotiation with literary agencies and publishers throughout the world.
-Handling Iranian authors and illustrators in foreign countries to sell their rights of books to publishers.
-Handling the publishers and authors from other countries in Iran to sell their rights to Iranian publishers.
-Holding and managing stands in different international book fairs for publishers.
- Making easy for authors and illustrators to participate in different international cultural events.
-Translation and editing books from Persian (Farsi) into other languages and vice versa.
-International distribution of Iranian books in other countries

-Co-publishing books with publishers in other countries

Iran
Unit.8, No.80, Inghlab Squ., Tehran-Iran,
Tel:+98 21 66480369-66478558-66907693, Fax: +98 21 66480369
Turkey
Unit.1, No.17,Cemal Sururi Str., Golbahar,Sisli, Istanbul-Turkey,
Tel: +90 212 2166548, Telegram: +90 5314810510
www.pol-ir.ir

polliteraryagency@gmail.com

