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Mohsen Abbasnejad 
 
1972-Mashhad 

Mohsen Abbasnejad was took his BS in Mechanical Engineering but 

continued his studies in Philosophy. Having studied Islamic 

Jurisprudence and Usool in seminary under the great contemporary jurist 

and philosophy under a distinguished philosopher of the eastern world, he 

passed the highest levels of the seminary with flying colors. 

Having authored number of works in such field as philosophy, 

philosophy of science and Hadith, and Jurisprudence, Abbasnejad is now 

serving on Quran and epistemology, and the director of the Quranic 

Research Foundation. 

In addition to penning a six-volume collection on the basics of inter-

relating science and the religion, some of his other books are as follow: 

-Principles and basics of the Quran and Modern Science, 

-Imam Ali (A.S.) Managerial Approach, 

-Imam Ali (A.S.) Personal Lifestyle, 

-Basic Rights within religious Approach, 

-Some Elaborations on the Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (3 

Vols.) 
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About the book: 
 
This book deals with one of the greatest puzzles of the universe, i.e."The Ontology 

and Nature of the knowledge "which has long been a matter of considerable 

controversies among the western and Muslim philosophers. Having critically 

examined the viewpoints of western and Muslim philosophers regarding the 

ontology of knowledge, the author proposes his own theory on perception called 

"The Reversion Theory". In part one, discussing the issue of mind ,body and mental 

qualities from the perspectives of monistic theories including Behaviorism, 

Functionalism and the Correspondence Theory in one hand, and the dualistic 

theories of Plato, Aristotle,Avecenna(Ibn-Sina),and Mulla Sadra on the other hand, 

the book deals in details with the "Spirit and its nature" as a very significant issue. 

Reconsidering the dualistic theories and critically examining the monistic ones, the 

Reversion theory presents a novel view on perception and seeks to propose new 

ideas regarding such significant epistemological problems as the sense perception, 

generalities' ontology, the nature of thinking, the error of reasoning, the awareness, 

and the essence of memory and imagination within this novel theoretical 

framework. 

 The second part of the book deals with the epistemology, investigating the tripartite 

elements of knowledge as "True Justified Beliefs". Having criticized such theories 

as correspondence, coherence, and pragmatism, a new theory called as "The Theory 

of Common Sense in Truth" is proposed within the framework of Reversion 

Theory. Moreover, the book defends the theory of common sense in justification 

after reviewing the tenets of Fundamentalism and coherence. Epistemology is 

undoubtedly an important step in proper understanding of mingling knowledge and 

religion on the one hand and systematic production of religious knowledge on the 

other. 
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Expert of the Book: 
 
Reality and Modality of the Science 

Mind and Body 

Mental qualities 

"Mental states include sensory perceptions such as seeing, smelling and hearing; 

feelings like hunger, thirst, and pain; feelings like anger, love and sorrow; and what 

can be said in general, such as beliefs, desires, and decisions." Mental phenomena, 

especially sensory perception, have features that have obvious differences in our 

conception of the material world. This leads to different ideas about the mind and 

body and, consequently, different views on the brain and the identity of the 

perceptual system and the perceived notion. The first and most important of these 

features is "cognition" We are aware of our sensory perceptions as the perceived, 

and we experience a certain mental quality for each sensory experience. 

What is the definition of cognition?  Its definition is difficult. But everyone 

experiences an inner flow in him that involves a sort of presence of sensual 

experience before a human being. Thomas Nigel, the contemporary philosopher 

from the United States, has provided a useful definition for a kind of cognition: 

For each emergent conscious experiment such as E, there exists something that is 

like having E.  Something that looks like tickling, something that looks like hunger 

or something that looks like thirst. There's something like the feeling of a 

frictionless windowless. And there is something that looks like a file. There's 

something that resembles being very warm and there's something that resembles 

being very cold and there's something that resembles craving for a chocolate bar. 

In each of the emergent conscious experiments, there are certain characteristics. For 

example, in the experience of watching the sunset, it is a "red" feature. In the 

experience of extracting your tooth without being under anesthesia, there is the 
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"painful" feature. Redness and pain are examples of mental qualities, which exist in 

every sensory experience. The difficult thing is “How can systems which are merely 

physical, have cognition? While science has always considered the physical world 

to be made up of unconscious particles. The basic question is: “How can this gray 

and white thing, which is inside my skull, be aware of something? David John 

Chalmers, the contemporary Australian philosopher, described how the brain brings 

about emergent consciousness, as “a difficult problem.” Aside from being aware of 

our experiences, humans also have "self-consciousness." Self-awareness means to 

have the concept of “self” and to apply this concept to ourselves. 

Some animals may have emergent consciousness and for example, feel pain, but 

they lack a clear idea of the concept of "self". Fortunately, not only we have a clear 

idea of "self", but we attribute all our sensory perceptions and feelings to it. In spite 

of the fact that our perceptions through different senses at different times and places 

arrive in the different sections of the brain, we feel all of them as self. We also 

attribute the possession of those scattered perceptions to a single object. Other than 

these, there are other issues.  The purpose of having mental phenomena is 

distinctive features It is one of the difficult philosophical issues of how the atoms in 

the skull can be "about something." And the next issue is that sometimes mental 

states, including sensory perceptions, have an impact on the physical world; for 

example, seeing a wild animal causes a person to escape. How a mental state such 

as perception causes a physical action is another matter about mental phenomena, 

and it raises the question of how the "subjective" causes a physical difference? 

 The issue of "awareness", "consciousness", "intentionality" and "mental 

reasoning/affliction" are examples of the specific features of mental phenomena 

such as the sensory perception that distinguish them from material affairs. There are 

different ideas in explaining mental phenomena and their difference between them 

and material phenomena, some of which were mentioned above.  
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Mind and Body 

One of the things that have long been of concern to man is the mind and body. This 

argument is one of the oldest philosophical issues that have always been the focus 

of research and philosophical studies. These ideas fall into two main categories. The 

theory of "dual views" believing that there are two aspects in the human being, one 

is mind or "ego/self", and another is a body, which is mutually interacting with each 

other. The followers of the theory which is contrary to the aforementioned one, 

sometimes respect the originality of the mind and occasionally regard the body 

(object) to be original, while denying the soul they are materialists.  

Some of these ideas, with advocating the soul on the one hand and the body, on the 

other hand, have explained the relationship between these two. The theories of mind 

and body and their interaction with each other have been studied and advocated by 

many philosophers, such as Aristotle, Avicenna (Abu Ali ibn Sina), René Descartes, 

Nicolas Malebranche, Baruch Spinoza, and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. The 

followers of the second school believe in mind or body as the essence of all 

interactions. Some philosophers, including Johann Gottlieb Fichte, George Barclay, 

G. Wilhelm F. Hegel, Gustav Fechner, and Ernst Mach advocate the existence of 

the soul, but believe that body is the expression of mind. Mulla Sadra1, considering 

his theories on the human mind, falls in this category. On the contrary, there are 

philosophers who regard matter as the basis of all interactions and deny the 

existence of the soul. They include Karl Marx, Gilbert Ryle, Ludwig Wittgenstein, 

Donald Davidson, John JC Smart, Jerry A. Fodor, Colin McGinn, and so on. 

They offered such philosophical theories and are included in this category. On the 

contrary, there are theories that only accept the existence of one of these two, that 

is, the soul or the body. Here, initially, we will point out the most important 

unilateral and dualistic ideas, and then we will discuss the theory of our choice. 

                                                           
1 Mulla Sadra was an Iranian Islamic philosopher and theologian who led the Iranian cultural renaissance in the 17th 

century. He is arguably believed to be the single most important and influential philosopher in the Muslim world in the 
last 400 years (according to the Western scholars) 
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Unity oriented ideas2 

Among the unifying theories, we are confronted with ideas based on the authenticity 

of mind and soul against the body, but the material expressed in this field is mainly 

materialistic and deny any non-materialistic or metaphysical idea about the man. 

Let us now review the most important viewpoints.  

Behaviorism first appeared in the field of scientific psychology. John Watson used 

behaviorism as a way to study psychological states and tried to explain them 

through the stimulus-response system. This kind of behaviorism is called 

"methodological behaviorism." Because he does not claim to be homogeneous with 

human behavior and merely introduces a methodological approach for a more 

objective examination of psychological states, but what is important about soul and 

body is philosophical behaviorism. 

"According to philosophical behaviorism, mental states tend to behave in a specific 

way under certain conditions. For example, a tendency to cry or frowning can result 

from pain. 

Accordingly, any kind of sensory perception means a special behavior. For 

example, the feeling of "seeing a lion nearby" means in order to survive you must 

run away very fast. And the sense of "hearing a terrible sound", leads to blocking 

your ears with your hands which is your behavior. In other words, the concept is 

that the mental state, including perception, is nothing but behavior. These behaviors 

are triggered by the stimulation of the nerve cells of the brain, which is in turn 

stimulated by the external object's contact with sensory devices. Hence, for sensory 

perception, nothing more than a brain is needed, because the brain receives 

messages and it has the ability to make it meaningful in the form of special 

behaviors.  
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McGinn’s argument 

Behavioral critique 

Behaviorism has been criticized as an explanation for mental states. One of the most 

famous criticisms of behaviorism is its disagreement with the customary intuition 

and the inner experience of a human being. As mentioned before, one of the most 

important features of mental states is their consciousness. When you suffer from 

severe pain in your legs, in addition to behaviors such as screaming, frowning etc, 

you will be aware of a feeling within you, and this intuitive feeling is nothing but 

behaviors. You will become aware of a sense of "painfulness" within you which is 

nothing but behavior. It also applies to other sensory perceptions. When you see a 

lion near you, the perception of the apparent thing is something other than 

"escaping" so that a person while witnessing something finds his own escape due to 

perception. 

Some people in this regard will argue, as an example, that the most tolerating 

(powerful) individuals who decide not to react or behave in the face of pain will still 

feel the pain, although they are reluctant to behave in a painful way. "Imagine that 

Bollagezz has decided to be the most powerful individual who tolerates pain. When 

the hammer hurts his toe, he will not cry, will not scream and will not rub the 

aching point. He will only continue to work as if nothing has happened. Even if it 

breaks, he will neither yell nor frown. 

While being a lame person he will only quietly limp and drag his aching leg to the 

nearest hospital. It is obvious that Bollagezz will still feel the pain in such 

conditions. It is still painful to hurt a finger or break a leg, but he is no longer 

inclined either to crying or frowning. Therefore, behaving in a painful manner does 

not necessarily mean a person is suffering from pain. On the contrary, mockers or 

actors pretending to be suffering from pain, whereas in reality, they do not feel any 

pain.  So special behaviors are not a sufficient indicator of or condition for a painful 

feeling. Hence, it is true that following any mental state, including sensory 

perception, a person reacts by means of a particular behavior, but there is always a 
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special intuitive feeling that forms a mental state and can never diminish the 

apparent behaviors 

Conformity Theory 

The theory of Conformity is the most common theory among materialist theories, 

after the failure of the position of behaviorism. This theory is expressed in various 

forms. In all such expressions, the emphasis is placed on "this sameness of" brain 

conditions and mental states. John Rogers Searle outlines these views in the 

following lines: 

“The mental phenomena all mental phenomena, whether conscious or not, our 

visual or audio, pain, tickle, itchy conditions, thoughts, and in fact, the entire mental 

life, are all affected by the processes that take place in our brains” 

The advances made in the field of human physiology, and in particular neurology, 

have convinced these philosophers and scholars that mental states, including 

sensory perceptions, are nothing but what takes place in the brain. For example, 

tests that have been conducted on those who have lost part of their brain due to 

brain injury are indicative of the fact that there are many correlations between brain 

and mind. On the other hand, we know that each section in the brain has a particular 

function, and neural messages are sent from different senses to certain sections of 

the brain. Neuropsychologists are trying to further complete this plan. For instance, 

based on the findings of neuroscientists, it is believed that the pain-sensing to be a 

product of a series of events transmitted by the nervous system to the brain and ends 

in the thalamus and other regions of the brain. The same events are enough to cause 

pain. 

In particular, studies have shown that stimulating certain parts of the brain 

artificially would cause pain or specific feelings. Therefore, if the structure of a 

brain is eliminated, there will be neither any mental state nor any substantive 

mentality. Because mental states and brain states are different interpretations of the 

same reality. Consequently, we find that utilizing metaphysical language is not 

required, and mental state is nothing but a physical and a material condition.  
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