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Mohammadreza Shams (Tehran/1957)

Mohammadreza Shams is one of the active writers in the field of
children's and adolescents' story-writing. He is particularly skilled in
creatively rewriting legends. Using the techniques of Iranian curiosity
texts, he has tried to write very short fantasy stories for children. Most
of his books have been translated into other languages.

Some of his famous books:

-The Lunatic and the Well (2001),

-Crazy Girl (2001),

-Me, My stp-mom and Dad’s Nose (2010),

-A distances that God old (2010),

-The Bald apple (2015),

-Telling two stories (2014),

Award:

-Listed in the International Library of Munich,

-IBBY Honor Diploma,

- Best Book Award from the Kanoon Festival.
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Title: The Old Bench

Illustrator: Sara Khoraman

Publisher: Madrese Pubs.

Years of Publishing: 2017/2nd edition

No. of Pages: 16

Age Group: 3+

Size: 19×19

ISBN: 9789640812578

◙ Sample English text is available.
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About the Book:

It was the time of retirement for the class old bench. One day, the
school servant told it that he had to take it to a jungle. When it reached
the jungle, the trees welcomed it so warmly and had a celebration for it.
After passing of some days, the old bench missed the school and desired
to go back to the class. So, the trees helped it to change the jungle to a
school. This book enjoys a short text, beautiful illustrations, and
attractive story.
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Title: he Legends of Three Girls (3
Vols.) (3Vols.)

Illustrated by: Sahar Khorasani

Publisher: Ofoq

Publication Date: 2017

Age Group: 7+

Size: 14.5 cm x 18.5 cm

ISBN: 978-600-353-214-4, 978-600-353-213-7, 978-600-353-
212-0

Pages (respectively): 80, 78, 70

◙ Sample English text is available.
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About the Books:

This series is amongst the kind of titles which not only is fit for younger
adults, but also the adults can relate to the stories as well as children. A
mixture of world renowned fables brilliantly oven into old Persian
legends. That the stories are based on humane feelings of love, loss,
betrayal, loyalty, honesty, and as such, has added a tremendous
superiority to it, for a person no matter how young, will encounter such
dilemmas sooner or later. Shams has this rare ability of mingling stories
and create a brand new essence, which becomes the reason why his
titles are so well received by the readers. In this series, we read of lives
of three girls, whose stories may seem repetitive, but the twists and
turns they gain, is like no other fable we have read. For instance, we all
have heard, read, or even seen the story of Cinderella and her cruel
stepmother or The Sleeping Beauty or Rapunzel and the Witch, but
combining it with ancient Iranian myths spicing it up with princes and
spells would prove a new experience.

The Girl with the Flower Laughter.

Honest parents, an evil witch, a beautiful girl called Golanr (whose
laughter produces flowers and her tears, the pearls), a prince, and an
aunt hateful as the witch are the characters of the story. Golanr is kept
in a tower by the evil witch and has long hair, just like Rapunzel.
However how the story unfolds is not that easy to predict. And that’s
perhaps one of the great abilities of the author: It’s never easy to guess
the ending and in not too many pages of the book, there’s no single
page to be dismissed, for you may just miss a clue to unsolved the
mystery that is his story.
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Dokhtar-e Naranj va Toranj
In the world, who is in desperate need of saving from the most horrific
witch? On his way, he must face the horrendous traps, giants, hags,
spells, and all of t nasty tricks you can imagine. It reminds us of the
many princes and beautiful girls who have been separated from each
other by magic and evil witches and cunning creatures. Along the way,
the prince who is utterly in love is fooled by the disguise of the witch
and his path is hindered couple of times. The mingling of Old Iranian
love stories and legends such as the Sleeping beauty has added to the
fantastical world of Book Two. Despite other stories, the reader cannot
guess or predict the happy ending of the story. When there is no hope,
the dim light of the truth will shine through: the prince and the girl after
much hardship and deceptions of the evil witch, with the help of
nymphs and sea creatures, and of course, the girl’s beautiful voice is
united once and for all.

Smiling Flower Girl

The girl with the moon on her brow and her mother who turns into a
beautiful cow. Moon and cow are very special and respected in most of
the ancient cultures and civilizations in the world. On the other hand,
we all know the story of Cinderella, her cruel stepmother and stupid
sisters; well, we have all of them in this book (though only one
stepsister) and many more daring adventures and puzzles the girl
(whose name is Shahrbanoo). A talking cow, a well, the wind, and of
course the giant who lives in the well are other characters of the story.
The giant who lives inside the well, talks in a funny way: he says the
opposite of everything he has in mind. Shahrbanoo is kind to the giant
and in return, she has a moon on her brow and a star on her chin. Her
stepsister, out of jealousy, does the same thing. However, she is cruel
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and mean to the giant and in return, her face becomes black and a horn
grows on her chin. The rest is a Cinderella story, though it has its
differences: Sharbanoo dies and comes back to life and has a son and
her stepmother and stepsister are punished and after quite a ride,
Shahrbanoo, the well, the giant, and the cow (who turns out to be her
mother) and the prince live happily ever after.
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Title: The Playful El

Illustrated by: Reza Dalvand

Publisher: Ofoq

Publication Date: 2014

Age Group: Pre School

ISBN: 9786003531079

Size: 23.5 cm X 16 cm

Pages: 24

◙ English text is available.
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About the Book:

The Playful L is the first in a series of illustrated books for children. In
this series many prominent Iranian authors and illustrators have come
together to create fun books for children, which are educational and
recreational at the same time. Mohammad Reza Shams, who is among
very well-known Iranian authors for children in his latest title, has
masterfully plays with different words which start with L. he
intertwines his narrative with frivolous sentences and memorable
characters. This is a series for bringing the children into the world of
story, and the adults, into the world of children.
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Title: One Single Nut

Illustrator: Reza Mirshojaee

Publisher: Mehrab-e Ghalam Pubs.

Year of Publication: 2018

No. of Pages: 24

Age Group: 6+

Size: 19× 19

ISBN: 9786004133456

Sample English text is available.
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About the Book:

One of the short tales from ''Friendship Series'', promoting friendship as
a fortunate accident which makes the world more beautiful. This
collection, written for preschool children, consists of 15 stories, of
which nine has been published. All the stories are thematically based on
friendship and sympathy. The amusing tales and interesting illustrations
are created by Iranian expert writers and skillful illustrators under
direction of the renowned author, Majid Rasti, executive director of
Mehrab-e Ghalam's Board of Children's literature. The artistic director
of the board is Hoda Haddadi, the internationally acclaimed artist.

Excerpt: The wind blew. A single nut dropped down. The beetle saw
the nut. The cicada saw the nut. The ant saw the nut. All three ran
towards it and stuck to it.
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Title: Tales for Children

Illustrator: Atefeh Malekijou and Roudabeh Khaef

Publisher: Mehrab-e Ghalam Pubs.

Year of Publication: 2015

No. of Pages: 48 (each vol.)

Age Group: 8+

Size: 18× 14

ISBN: 9786004130486

Sample English text is available.
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About the Book:

Iranian Tales for Children is a collection of folkloric tales from all
over Iran. The tales in this collection are based on wide repertoire of
Iranian fairy tales. The collection consists of five volumes each
containing 7 to 9 tales skillfully rewritten and illustrated for children
.This collection, published alongside other fairy tale collections from all
over the world, is specifically allocated to Iranian traditional tales.

Excerpt: There was once a lazy, bald boy who wouldn't get out of the
house. He was a glutton and his mother couldn't earn enough to feed
him. Finally, his mother came up with an idea to get him out of the
house. She bought three apples from the grocery store. She put one of
them in the house, another in the front yard and the last one near the
main door. The bald boy ate the first and the second, but when he went
to pick up the last one, his mother pushed him out of the house…
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Pol Literary & Translation Agency

Founded in 2005, POL is a full-service agent that translates Iranian
books and represents Persian language publishers, authors and
illustrators through the world.
POL try to make publicity of Iranian books through the introduction
and presentation in major international cultural events such as book
fairs to sell their rights as well as identifying and introducing useful
books from other countries to translate and publish in Iran.
Pol main programs are:
1 - Children and Young adults
2 - Fiction (Novels and short stories)
3 - Non-Fiction
POL services and editorial developments are:
-Publicity of Iranian books through introduction and presentation of
books in major international book fairs, catalogues and brochures,
websites, literary and cultural seminars and through contacts and
negotiation with literary agencies and publishers throughout the
world.
-Handling Iranian authors and illustrators in foreign countries to sell
their rights of books to publishers.
-Handling the publishers and authors from other countries in Iran to
sell their rights to Iranian publishers.
-Holding and managing stands in different international book fairs
for publishers.
- Making easy for authors and illustrators to participate in different
international cultural events.
-Translation and editing books from Persian (Farsi) into other
languages and vice versa.
-International distribution of Iranian books in other countries
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-Co-publishing books with publishers in other countries.

Contact Person:

Pol Literary & Translation Agency, Unit.3, No.108, Inghlab Ave,
12Farvardin Str., Nazari Str., Tehran-Iran

Tel:+98 21 66480369, Fax: +98 21 66478559

www.pol-ir.ir

polliteraryagency@gmail.com


